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| Poth unto the ſecure and doubting Chri- 

ſtian or more Diligence to Be 
ſure of Salvation. 

Where in theſe things are conſidered, — 
The Nature cf godly Aſſutance. | 

lafallible grounds for theBelievers certaingy - þ 

J. That this certainty may be had without e ( 
traordinary Revelations, albeit notwith our 
the Aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit. "Oo 

\ Special Advantages by true — 3 

' Reaſons why fofew Chriſtians New — 3 | 

J. The means to be uſed for it with on of; 1 


ſucceſs. 


che laſt place that the Lords Supper i is or⸗ 
(cred in a ſpecial manner for the Siseets 
C ommunicants Aſſurance, and Gp | 


"1culd be improved as Chuiſts certifyi 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


Har which occaſioneth the following. 
Diſcourſe of the aſſurance of Salve 9 
en is chiefly the affiifting !mpreſſicn 1 bau 
or ſhould have of the dangerous Security of. * | 

| many immortal _ as te their Eternal | 
ate; and particularly ſeme of thoſeFeeple Yi 

2 whom J = moſt 2 10 52 7 14 

found it Duty to preach ( as Ged nn | 
on that bead of true aſſurance of 

and to give them Warning nor 22 Gp 

| great 75 by remaining I 

| rain, whether they be under tht Live or 

Wrath of Cd, but alſo of. adding © 

to their guilt by negleSing that ſaveet- Come. | 

mand of God, to give diligence to male our © 

Calling and Elefion ſere: This guilt . 4 


ing the greater, becauſe of the Light oY 
Encouragement be hath pleaſed to redet 1 


LIE 2 =: 


| To the Reader. | 


Ea To the Reader. 
Bit word, how this merciful Command may 
be performed with ſucceſs and comfort. For 
Fabe bringing of this forth to more public 
F wiew am partly engaged to do it by alittle 
LTractat on the Lords Supper wherein it was 
Sinted that the ſincere communicant might 
| Gope for internal Sealing by the due improve- 
ment of the externalSeal,which maketh this 
Ee ſome little debt to the Reader of that 
vice. | 
-* Being ingaged by that which wasaſcert- 
ed, to prove that by right Communicating 
the Believer may be aſſured of bisSalwation, | ber; 
I found it neceſſary te. conſider what true | kr 
afurance of Heaven is, being in vain to take 7 
Beck of aſſurance by a Seal, before the na- ud 1 
ure of this aſſurance were à little opened; monly 
"#5 alſo the grounds of the Believers certain- ' rel 
9, and that ſuch aßurance as may be called | &'#ce 
© gnfallible, bath been aud yet may be obs be four 
ned by Believers on Earth tho they be nci belp 
| anſpired by extraordinary Revelations : and] be apr 
© then that the Lords Supper by what the bim, f 
Did Author of it hath expreſsed in the Huren 
.. wry Inſtitution is a ſolemn appointed Or- belp of 
F.ginance for obtaining it. 3 on and 
£2 The grounds and felps for Aſſurance — 
r * | nne 
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To the Reader: | 
' | of Heavenare more expreſs 2 
q t icular is this Sacramental Inſlitutien, 2 | | 
% ver was delivered toBelievers by any arhae” 
i; | Sealing Ordinance in Old or New Tea 
„ | ments ; as will appear to any artemtively] 
. conſidering it, and therefore the more gra- 
bi | couſly accommodated for the believing Cen. 
ag Vunicant, aſsurance, which ſhould be gra 
| fully remarked and improved. + | 
5 I have not bere inſiſted in multiplyin 
| many evidences of a ftare of Grace, nbi 
en, rberr have done to good purpoſe; bt have ſh 
rue ite more on the waythe Belewer ſhould 8 
n to take for the clear application of thoſe Marks, 
na- | 914 the belp tobe depended upon: — 
ned: only the difficulty that rhe Bale ; 
ein- in Peking comfort by the Marks of {avi 
le G"4ce, 18 from his doubting 8 9 
_ 7 found with hin, and therefor muſt bab | 
Wer belp from God to diſcover it; & wb 
2 apprebend, that ſuch evidencds belong rl 
„ thell Lim, jet he is not able of bimſelf to raiſe? 
1 the o{curance by them,and therefore mui bevel] 
Oe % of bim whoſe Bleſied Work it it 
on and diſcover the Seal for, tho be int 
eth that be truly beliewveth, yes with 
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N To the Reader. oe 
| Reep up the faith of that great truth, that || Thi 
he who believeth ſhall be ſaved, there- bt 
Fore 1 John 5: 1 3. we find hat thoſe who || ther 
did truly believe and were declared by the ¶ ence 
| Apoſtle to be ſuch Believers ar had a Title || ther 
| go Eternal Life, yet flood in need of more || publ 
Belp to make themſelves know they had || /ider 
Eternal Life, 35 con 
Some may object, that neither Preaching .|| the 
nor writing of aflurance is very ſeaſonable || bone 
| - af this time; there being ſo few fearing oy || #0 p- 
" doubting of their ſalvation, and very few || iti: 
| ſuitable to ſo great @ comfort. Anſ. Ir holy 
granted that the generality of Profeſſors|| forth 
” (now when true godlineſs is ſo faſt declin-|| ſpiri 
Ide neither doubt nor are aſiured,nor con- of th 
| - cerned about it; and of all people they are ſo fe: 
- furtheſt from true 533 want of || the | 
doubts is only by reaſon of 4 deep ſleep: influ: 
| yes it appears true charitie to put ſuch in lion 
wind of their danger, and to let them know| great 
| - the difference between their vain confidence,, ning 
 - and gedlie aſſurance ; for if this were un may 
| « derfÞood and confldered, it might be a me: end 
to awaken them ſo, as to truſs no mor 


l the ro 
ling Vane, but reſect that confidence will 
WP ber Gedwill reject, and ſeek for a better} of bei 


ow 


there is no ſealing ; j this reflraint as to 
publicł influences is too evident, if we con- 
ſider that by Publick Ordinances few are 
convinced, 


If :he Lord bad left his bouſe, we are as ary 


1 forth for that work , are Hrangers to the 
| ſpiritual, powerful, transforming influences 
| of the Spirit of Grace; ſo that we cant; 


„ tion under all Goſpel- Ordinances is now ſo 
| great that we may expect ſome ſevere awak= 


ning ſtroke from the righteous God, which! 


2 | of being Nu — the form, and whats 


To the Reader, 'Y 
That which I fear is the great difficulty of 


obtaining it in ſuch a time as this, is becauſe 
there is ſo great withdrawing of the influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, without which 


and 


fewer converted ; 


a: if | 


bones not breathed on: And that which ſeems | 
to | preſage greater loſs of this nature is that 
it's to be f-ared too many of us who diſpenſo 
holy Ordinances, and others now _ 


ſo feelingly bemoan either our own loſs, off 
the loſs of our people, by the want of theſe 
influences ; yea,the withering and obdura- 


may ſweep many of us off the face of rhe; 
earth, which ſome apprehend to be near, 
the rod of God bang ing over our heads; this] 


will make us efleiZus lyunderſtand the mee 
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To the Reader, | | 

ever come ta paſs, and whatever diſadvan- 

| tapes we have brought our ſelves under, 
by grieving away the Holy Spirit ſo mud 

from among us, yet it will be our wiſdom 

to ſeek that ſtrengthning which remains, 

| and to get our poor ſouls ſecured ; for if we 


|| deferr it, our helps for aſſurance may becom: 


For the ſalvation of God, and ſome mea- 


fewer, and will bz ſo, untill the Spirit be 
again poured out from on bigh,and who. can E 
now tell us the time how long? 9 
The deſign of this little Piece of Wark = 
. (whatever weakneſs appear in it) is that 
poor ſinners may not contentedly ſleep to 
| . death in their ſins, dreaming of going te Hea 
ven, when they have not made ons right ſte) 
toward it, nor ever one ftep out of the bros 
way to the pit, and that ſome few diſtreſſed 
ſouls, through fear of Gods wrath , longing 


I ſure of its joy, may by the tender mercy 0 
God; know and be enabled to ſay, we are 
not appointed to wrath, but to obtain} 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſay, he 

is become my ſtrength, my ſong, and 
my ſalvation; and ſo to rejoice in hope of 


i he glory of God. 4 
** CHAP 
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graciouſly condeſcended unto, not onl 
| to beſtow free ſalvation upon man) 
poor ſinners who had deſtroyed them 
ſelves, but fo to begin and ſecure thei 
| partaking of it before full poſſeſſion 
that they have in this life the fit fruits, 
| Roms. 8. 23. in pledge of its perfection 
making them to know that they are the 
 - firſt fruits of the full harveſt that ſhall 
| ſurely follow: if this partaking of the 
Fr fruits be duely conſidered, it will 
| ive preatlight to all that is to be Cai 
of a Believers aſſurance of Salvation. 
|. And that we may be in the clearer 
light, when ſearching after this com. 
fortable aſſurance, ſome things ſhall be 
premiſed that may conduce to a right 
apprehenſion of it, and then conſider 
it more particularly. | 
Firſt then conſider , that albeit ſin 
- hath caſt us into great darkneſs, ſo that 
deſervedly we bear the name it ſelf, 
eſpecially as to things inviſible and ſpi- 
ritual; ſo that of our ſelves we have 
but blind conjeRures of ſuch objects, 
vet the God of mercy hath not left all 
ſj hl miſery buchathopeged the eye 
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of many blind, giving an underſtan- 
ding to ſuch as were darkneſs, and 
making them light in tbe Lord, Epb. 5. 
8. whereby they know the certainty 

of the words of truth, and are enabled 
to ſay, we believe, Fob. 16. 30. and 
are ſure ; this ſhould the rather be 
adverted, becauſe there are many, who 
upon the very firſt reading or hearing 
any thing of the Doctrine ofAſſurance, 
reject it, as wholly uſeleſs, alledging 
that becauſe of our ignorance no cer- 
tainty can be had of things ſo ſublime 
and ſpiritual, whereby many are injuri- 


610 " 


ous to their own fouls, and to others 
where they publiſh this their error. 
2/y. Con ſider that the aſſurance now ii 
under conſideration, is not*the.certain-f| 
ty of the Doctrine of Salvation in it ſel, Y 
that is not brought under debate, but 
remaineth infallibly ſure, whether it 
appear ſo to us or not; nor is it our 
aflurance of the truth of that Docttine, 
or the perſwaſion of our minds con- 
cerning the truth of the en ee | 
faith; this is not all the affurance that 
we are now to conſider, fora may 
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may aſſent to the truth of what is reioneth 
vealed, and be perſwaded there is aſþlly ol 

Chriſt, and Salvation by him, and yerurance 

have no perſonal aſſurance of partak-Fannot 
ing that Salvati on, nor any ground forſperious 
ſuch aſſurance; for he may be aſſuredſy abou 
there is ſuch a bleed one as JeſugProfeſ: 
Chriſt, and yet never believe in him, their g 
and therefore no aſſurance ofSalyationſſfirmly 
, him. 1 Dns re. 
F 2ly. Nevertheleſs this alſo is to he goncer 
marked, that a firm perſwaſion of mind ſmourn 
that what God has revealed concerning Pen, th 
Chriſt and Salvation, is moſt neceſſary; Þt, whi 
and it may be ſafely ſaid ſomeperſwa- n the 
ſion of ic for obtaining perſonal true labour 
aſſurance of Salvation is abſolutely ne- eſt in 
ceſſary ; for no man can be aſſured of fcoubt, 
his own Salvation; who is not {atisfi- once 
ed in this truth, that there is « Salvation; | 4h. 
and therefore this is firſt to be labour. Fſiderec 
ted for, har we may be once fixed in ſſelves 
che faith of this, that there is a ſalva- Hothir 
tion attainable ; for it may be obſerv- I perfe 
ed that unfixedneſs in the faith of what Pwhile 
God has revealed concerningChriſtand ny ſu 
Redemption through his Blood, occa- JK , 
WY ; ſioneth 
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= 6 bl 
s reFioneth conſtant doubting, and effectu- 
ly obſtructeth this comfortable al- 


| 


urance ; in ſo much that many wo 
annot but be charitably lookt on as 1 
erious Chriſtians, and more though- 
y about their eternity than many other | 


Profeſsors of Religion; yet find this 


heir great and often „ 1 
rmly to believe theſe great revelati- 
ons recorded in the Word of God, 
oncerning eternal ſalvation, * and 9s 
mourning many years under this bur- 
den, tho aſhamed to let others know Þ 
t, while they can get it concealed; but 
in the mean time apprehend it as loſt 
ubour tobe diligent for a known inte- 
reſt in a Salvation, of which it ſelf they 
doubt, or at leaſt are not out of doube 
concerning its truth, Job. 5. 10. 
4ly.This alſo is necefsary to be con- 
ſidered, that ſince we deprived our 
ſelyes of our firſt perfection we have 
nothing perfect in this life, th4,-whiclhb 
perfect is not yet come, and therefen 
* we ns here, need not exp 
iny ſuch aſsurance as 15 everyway pr by | 
k&, rendering Rs ys 
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doubts and fears, that is reſerved fo 
a better life # yet ſuch certainty 
falvacion is Mined as doth effectuall 
overcome dots, whereby the Cor 
* ſcience is convincingly ſatisfied th: 
there is no ground or reaſon for doubt 
ing; but on the contrary, that ther 
is a ſufficient ground allowed of Goc 
to expect they ſhall enter into reſt, He 
4. 3. and not only for this expectation - 57. 1 
F "but are aſſiſted of God to know theyſſthis go 
hal be received into glory, and thereſconſide 
| fore rejoice in the hope of it, what igorany 
given them is more than conje&ure, defjare in 
> chring they #now it, 2 Cor. 5. 1. that i be i 
their earthly houſe were diſſolved, theyfgrounc 
ſhall be clothed with a better;this theydent t 
did prove and make appear to be cerſſuppor 
| tain knowledge, yea infallible, chafor his 

|  fome ſcruple at that word, infallibie, aſſouls, b 
0 big for fallible mortals; yet thereon ; at 
is no reaſon to object againſt it, if theſſthac of 
foundations whereupon it ſtandeth beſtheſe v 
duely conſidered ; being no leſs thanſſo rad: 
the Word of God, the works of God onſvay tc 
the Soul, the teſtimony of Gods Spiritd,thet 
de teſtimony of the Believergthey 
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own Conſcience, as God willing ſhall 
appear in the following Diſcourſe ; fo 
that albeit we do not arrogat perfe- | 
tion in any grace, act, or perſwaſion” 
of mind, as it is ours, yet the confirmed 
ſealed believer may without vanity or 
arrogance, and doth ſafely conclude 
his certainty of eternal life infallible,fo 
as he neither will nor can be fruſtrated. 
5ly. For the better underſtanding of 
this godly and comfortable aſſurance, 
onſider that it is not a neked confidence, | 
orany perſwaſion of mind, that people | 
are in favour with God, and ſhall ſure- 
ly be in Heaven, grounded or not 
grounded; for many are found confi» : 
dent this way, who have nothing co 
ſupport it, either from Gods Word, 
or his Spirit, or his works on their 
le, aſſouls, but meer preſumption and deluſi- 
thereon ; and yet the confidence ſo ſtrong, } 
f theſthac often they have fewer fears than 
th beſtheſe who are in a hetter ſtate;and are 
thanſſo radicated in it, that they go all the $ 
d onfway to death ere the error bedifcover- | 
piritÞd.then the fatal miſtake appears, when 
everthey find the Gates of Heaven * F 
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Luk. 13. 27. which they expected t 
ſtand open for them; this blind con 
fidence is the great enemy of true al 
ſurance, for while men have it cheaj lat 
and eaſie, diſturbing none of their luſſſfi co 
they deſire no better, and thereby att his lo 
rendered deaf to all warnings of danggÞ..:.;..; 

and inſtructions leading to a godiad (;/ 
affurance. O64 io ae 5. 

61y.That manner of aſſurance 'whidſh..1 .- 

ſome pretend to, by an extraordinary anon u 
immediat light ſhining upon their ſoulif, 1 . are 
and ſo manifeſting the love of GodF.. ſur 
that all occaſion for doubting is preff6.q . 
| vented ; is not that manner of obcain is Wo 
ing aſſurance which we now ſearch fo; - ſins 
All T ſhall fay of it is, that the Sove 
Taignty of God is not limited, ani 
cannot be limited, but is free to gin 
the manifeſtation of his love in what 
manner he pleaſeth, and to ſuch a de 
gree as the receiver cannot doubt 
all this is acknowledged he may do, 
and ſay to whom he will, and when helf w 
will, fear wot, I am thy exceeding greaſſtake 1 
reward, Gen. 15.1, Or, thou art gpreatl "xy 
| beloved, Dan 10. 11. or, thy ſins be 
x forgives 


e 9 | 
dF thee , Mat. 9. 2. or, thou. ſhalt 
QC th. with me in Paradiſe, Luk. 243.43. but 
con true believers are not intertained at 
* his rate, with ſuch immediat gales of 
f *WFonſolation ; nor hath God limited him- 
ulnfelf to ſuch extraordinary revelations 
auß his love ; nor are we to preſume 
5 miting of him by depending on theſe, 
oh ſuſpending the uſe of ordinary ap- 
hi jointed means, we muſt attend the 
"ether Springs untill the higher run 
) Don upon ust They are very happy 
2 vho are treated with them, when they 

Ore ſure indeed that they come from 
Pre od; but we muſt bleſs God who by 
y is Word has ordered an ordinary and 
totale way, wherein by due diligence, to- 
0VÞ:ther with the aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
She ſealer of Believers, we may attain 
Si ſolid aſſurance of Salvation, not only 
whalome hope, but certainty as is hoped 
i deſhall appear by whatfolloweth, Wo 
abe -y. Let it be alſo conſidered, that 
daf no Believer can make aßßurance to hi- 
n Haſſelf when he pleaſeth, tho all ſhould 
&"*Ftake pains for it; if we could make 


* our ſelves certain of eternal life, then 
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„ e 1 
all true Believers would be aſſured, fe 
all of them are deſirous of it, and 
not be fincere if utterly neglected : ! 
of them deſire that God would ſay un 
them he is their ſalvation, Pſal. 35. 
P/al. 106. 5. if they have reached t 
particular favour of Gods choſen ; bi 
yet its found that all true believers at 
not aſſured, and therefore muſt ha 
help to know that they have eternal lit 
1 Job 5.13. Tho they have the gro 
and matter out of which aſſurance nia 
be educed, yet of themſelves they a 
not able to form it, for its God that ſeals 
thoſe whom he hath anointed with the oyl 
grace, 2 Cor. 1 1. 22. And this he dot 
to ſome ſooner, and others later, as 
glory and their neceſſity requirech. 
8 nee alſo is to be minded, th! 


even theſe who have attained t 
bleſſing of aſſurance, have it nor ai 
4 like meaſure. ſome of chem have high 
er degrees of perwaſion than other 

ſome of them are enabled to bear 

— wich full Gales under a ſton 

olf tribulations, triumphing in the cc 
tainty of Gods love, knowing they he 
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never be ſeparated . it, Rom. 8. 38. 
Others have ſuch real aſſurance that 
their ſouls are delivered from fears and 
terrors of wrath, and on ſolid grounds 
arequĩ et ed, expecting an inheritance 
d ti among the ſanctified, Col. r. 12. but 
 ; bare not much acquainted with theſe 
rs aFSpring Tides of overflowing conſolati- 
hayyon, or full aſſurance of Heaven that 
al litY others have found; but their rejoycing 
roug; commonly mixed with trembling : yea 
ma ſome degrees of it are found with many 
ey ai ſincere Chriſtians, who dare not give it 
ſealiſ the name of aſſurance; for it may he 
e yl obſerved, that many Chriftians by their 
doi habitual converſation appear truly god- | 
as hi ly, yet commonly declare they have 
ch. | no aſſurance of ſalvation, but will free- | 
, thi ly acknowledge they have ſome bope, | 
1 thi and their practices are ſuitable totheir 
al. hope,founding it on the Word of God, 
hight and experience of his goodneſs to their 
hers ſouls ; chis keepeth them from ſinking, F 
ar uf yea they go to God with expectation, N 
torn and are not diſappointed, only they 
cannot call ic aſſurance, becauſe of fre- 
ent donvting ; but this hope being ha- 
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 bitual, and not alone without other“. 4 
races, ſavoureth of that which is cn 


ed good hope through grace, 1 The. 2.16, rounds 
and will end in — ds greater cen WO! 
tainty is ſtill to be endeavoured and” aſſur 
| longed for by che true believer. It, b 
9h. Theſe who have attained tru: 8 cr 
aſſurance, cannot always retain it 4 ould 
their pleaſure,both the giving and con nd it | 
tinuance of it are of the Lord, Weſſ=|Neig 
find ſome at ſometimes able to ſay [8 ft: 
their mountain ſtood ſtrong by his lor hen) 
fal. 30. 7. who yet when he did hid: ſafe, 
huis face were troubled. Some who i ance, 
aha day es of their youth could ſay, 42> © 
b Jigat fined on my bead, the Almighty w od, 
wih me, and the ſecret of God was up ith 
my tabernacle, Fob 29.4. yet afterward df his { 
D in the cloudy day cry out, 1 ery 1 Toly 
Iuim, and he heareth me not, fob 30. 20. he ite, 
regardeth me not, he is become cruel” of 
to me, the poyſon of his arrows drin Aran 
up mp ſpirit, the terrors of God arent 
on me, FJob.6. 4 Some who could ſay, ethe! 
' Thou ſetteſt me before thy face for ever,P/, tians 
41.12. and yet at another time, I cannuſtheir | 
lool up becauſe of mine iniquities, Pſal. 40. N ha) 
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2. When ſin and guilt giveth a deep 


ther 
cal hound, then aſſurance is common 
16 pounded with it, & not healed untill 


Ihe wound guilt giveth be healed :God- 
y aſſurance is a tenderPlant,and ſoon 
art, being ſet in the heart of a ſin- 
Fing creature; fo that its a wonder it 
.$ould either take root or continue, ſin 
Ind ic being ſo near together, this wo- 1 
Neighbourhood gives it many faint- 
ng fits, and intermiſſions as expired, 4 
ff henyet the ſtate of the believers fou! 
% 

] 


100 ever: 
nid ] ſafe, for it dependeth not on his aſſu- 
0 iaHance, but ſtandeth on abetter founda- 


ion, the veracity and faithfulnek of 
od, Fer. 29. 11. that moveth not 
Sith the moveable thoughts and fears 
Pt his children. 9 
roh. The laſt thing I ſhall now pre- 
ite, is to mind the duty and necef- 
tv of diligence for obtsining this aſ- 
urance, and that negligence in this 
Point ( tho very common) yet is alto- 
1 ſay ether unaccountable, rendering Chri- 

ans very guilty before God, beſides's 
Fheir loſs; for ſuch as give no diligence 
J have their calling and election made 
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ſure, are chargeable with aſx- fold ſinfulijlſo cha 


for it.) 


love & tender care of our comfort, that 


will be found a direfull Charge whe! 


Aly. It will be found alſo a contempt» 


4 my 


under his wrath, 31y. This negleA} 
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contempt (Ido not ſay theſe who want 
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aſſurance, but ſuch as are not labouring 


Firſt, they are guilty of deſpiſing that 
merciful command : 2 Pet. 1. 10. Gin 
diligence to make your calling and electim 
ſure, a command breathing nothing but 


we may live in the comfortable expe 
Ration of being for ever with theLord 
in Joy and Peace, ſerving him ard 
ſeeing his face; the tender Love that 
ſhines in this command makes the ne 
glect of it a contempt of Love, which 


the great Books of God are opened 


the wrath of God, proving men to be 
indifferent whether they be for eve 


dein 
under it or delivered from it, or deſpifſ — d 
ſing his Wrath as if they could ſtand pt wo! 


out, this cannot be cleared from a con 
tempt of all that God hath revealec 
of theTorments theſe ſhall be eternal 
ly under, Mark 9.43. who live and di 
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nful$lſo chargeable with the contempt of 
vam all the Terrors of the Divine Wrath 
rim hat men are obnoxious unto even in 
his Life, not knowing how ſoon they 
ay have ſuch a hell begun in their 
onſciences, Fer. 20. 4. as tho the 

ow of no better ; but rather worſe 
o come, yet not able to endure the 
xreſent horrour, are found ready to 
haſten themſelves out of this world, 
here is the man can fay, he is ſure 
t ſhall never be ſo with himſelf? if he 
ave no aſſurance or ſome warrantable 
ope of the Favour and Love of 
od. 4ly. And therefore this neglect 
chargeable alſo with cruel contempt 
enecÞf thele immortal Souls God hath gi- 
mptiſſhen us, made capable of hapineſs and 
to ſervice to their Creator, which men by 
r evelſþcing inconcerned for their eternal 
deipiood do careleſly expoſe to the greateſt 
and iÞf woes here and hereafter, ai. 3. 9. 
con And 5ly.where there is no care to know 
vealeſif we ſhall partake of the Salvation of 
erna Pod, its certainly deſpiſed, as not worth 
nd difinens diligence; for that which we va- 
lect ue if it be attainable, we indeavour to 
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| obtainand ſecure it; therefore there 


is cauſe to fear that the all-ſeeing God 
will find contempt of Salvation it ſelf Heb. 


2. 3, in every Chriſtian by name who 
contentedly ſpendeth out his days, and 


his ſeaſon of a day of Salvation, never! 
able to ſay, God is become my Salva. 
Sly. 
Theſe who are never conſcientiouſſy 


tion, nor ever at pains for it. 


exerciſed for ſome certainty of Salva. 
tion are alſo deſpiſers of all the Bleſ. 
ſings and Comforts that attend true 
afſlurance, how greatlyare they bleſſec 


who can ſeriouſly meditat on Death 


and Judgment without 'Terrour and 
cauſe of Fear, 1 Cor. 15+ 55. and can 
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behold a Covering of Godsmaking caſtffrcm ( 
over all their iniquities, J. 61. 1 Cual p 
and a garment of Salvation already puſrecord 
on them ſecuring their being clothedſſvcaled 
with a garment of praiſe, and even inſſthat G 
this Life can go to God as their exſſ{onal]y 
ceeding joy, Pſa. 43: 4: He will beerd th 
found but a contemner of the ConſoÞt untc 
lations of God who does not thinkSnony 
the leaſt of themworth more than cheſs a pr 
outmoſt of his Diligence, and juſt withMot the 
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= C4 | 
ere God that ſuch live and die ſtrangers to 
od the comforts of the holy Gheſt 
leb The Nature of that true and comfort- 
yho f able aſſurance which we are now to 
and prove is attainable in this life, is a 
ver Pelievers certain knowledge and per- 
Iva-}{waſion of mind that he is in favour 


Sly. with God, and ſhall inherit eternal 


ſly] ite, 2 Ccr. 5. 1. I call it Kncwledge & the 
Iva. Believers Per/2ofcn of mind, Ro. 8. 38. 
Zleſ. Jend not Faith for a mans perſonal and 
truel particular aſſurar ce cf Salvation is not 
eſſed n its nature ſe iih, becauſe faith has the 


eathf 1 cſtimony of Ged for its cbiect, but 
andJin Gods ordinary way of giving aſſu- 


I canlrance there is not a revealed teſtimo! 


10 
puffrecorded, and therefore not being re- 
othedvcaied carnct be believed: I grant 
ren iuſthat God has revealed it te ſcme per- 
ir eu ſenally, that their ſins were forgiven, 
11 befferd that wich was fully equivalent to 
onloÞt unto others; in that caſe the Teſti 
thinkÞnony of God was fully to be believed 
an theſes a proper object of Faith: but this is 


t withMot the ordinary way in which we ere 
God | B | to. | 
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frem God that this or the other indivi- 
Cual perſon ſhall be ſaved, this is rot 


7 


1 
- 


8) | 
to expect n, and though it may elf fr 
be ſafely averred, that wherever true Iſoever 
aſſurance of Salvation is to be found, he kr 
chat juſtifying Faith is found in the and tl 
ſame perſon: Yet it doth not recipro- fBeljey 
cally hold that wherever ſaving Faith H; 
is, that the fame perſon alſo hath aſſu-· y upo 
rance of Salvation, for even theſe who ny of 
truly believe muſt have their Title to promi 
Eternal Life made known to them, and we ar 
be ſealed after they believe, Eph .1. Iz. lor ref 
Tf it be objected, that becauſe its re- that f 
vealed every true Believer ſhall be ſaved, Ijudgin 
therefore a ſincere Believer may believe Faith 
he ſhall be ſaved and be aſſured of it,thenthn 45 
his faith is his aſsurance. Anſ. That bleſ. periptu 
ſed Revelation from God, that beſſuranc 
who believeth fhall be ſaved, is moſt firm · perſwa 
ly to be believed with a direct faith; our ea 
but the faith of this doth not aſſurewere 
the man that he perſonally ſhall be God 
ſaved, except he know aſſuredly thatſwhen 
he is a Belizver ; which every Belie- im, f 
ver knoweth not, but mult have helphre pe 
from God to know what is freely givenffaith i; 
Him, &c. & therefore without this canſgreat, 
raiſe no particular Aſſurance t _ F faith 
| 5 c 


1 | 
ay Kelf from that general truth, that who» 
rue Iſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved, until 
nd, the know that himſelf is a Believer ; 
the and the diſcerning of this that he is a 


ro- Believer, is his Knowledpe rather than his 
aith YF4;tb;becauſe all true faith acteth ditect- 
iſſu· By upon the word, promiſe, or teſtimo- 
who ny of God, and him whoſe word and 


to ſpromiſe it is, but the diſcerning that 
and ſwe are Believers is the Souls returning 
. 13. for reflecting upon it ſelf, diſcovering 
ts re- that faith which is now in the heart, 
ved, Hudging and knowing it to be that 
heveFaith which juſtiſieth, and therefore is 
thenkan Act of Knowledge, and ſo we find the 
blel· Peripture commonly expreſſing true aſ- 
it beſſurance of Salvation, we know or are 
firm · Pperſwaded 2 Cor. F. 1. we know that if 
faith our earthly houfe of this täbernacle 
aſſurewere diſſolved, we have a building of 
uu bef God &c.1 John 3. 2. we know that 
y thitftwhen he ſhall appear we ſhall be like 
Belie -im, ſo verſe 14. Cc. ſo Rem. 8. 3 8. we 
e helphre perſwaded: Yet the intereſt of 
gi venffaith in this bleſſed aſturance is ſo 
nis canſgreat, that we read of the full aſſuramę 
2 f faith, Heb. 10. 22. hy full aſſuranigg -/ 

vl 2 : .- 


U 


ol faith wherewith we are required to 
draw near to God, is the full aſſurance 
of what God hath revealed and promi- 
ſed to his People; yea all the comfor- 
table aſſurance we have or can expect 
is by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. For firſt by 
| Faith Chriſt himſelf is received, Fobn 1. 
12. and then is the fure foundation 


him. 2. By faith that great truth is 
believed, „hat he who belieweth hath ever- 


as God will accept; knowing that if 


| this were clear, they are then a great | A* 
3. By Faith they re- 
ceive it for truth that the Lord by 7 
Ei WOL 


length in the way toward a comfort- 
able aſſurance. 


his Spirit ſealeth Believers to the day 
of Redemption, Ep4. 4. 30. becaule 
| himſelf hath fo declared, and this be- 
ing believed they are encouraged to 
depend on him for it. 4. By Faith, 
they abide in him who hath promiſed 
S he will give his Spirit to remain in 
them, F. By faith alſo they truſt, that 
- ...* What 


laid for full aſſurance of Salvation by | 


| Taſting Life, which endeareth ſerious | 
Souls unto Faith, and maketh them 
ſolicitous to know if their faith be ſuch þ 
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21) | 
ace | whatſoever the Spirit of the Lord | 
mi- | vitneſſeth is i»fallibly true, and whom- 
for- ſoever he ſealeth cannot periſh; So 
ect that in many reſpects it may be called 
t by an afſſurance of Faith, becauſe of Faiths 
A 1. | interef? in it. : 


How Aſſurance is Infallible. 


: A for the certainty yea infali- 
ü bility of true Believers aſſurance 
if there were nothing Divine therein, 
{I would be as ſparing to call it infal- 
lible as ſome others, when I confider 
that the certainty now to be conſide- 
red is of things fo high and inviſible, : 
and Our hearts not only weak and 
ul in apprehending of things Spiri- 
ual, bur alſo moſt deceitful and 
ready to flatter themſelves with vain 
onfidence ; but when it ſhall ap- 
| B 3 bear 


| 


* (22) 
pear that God himſelf aſſiſteth in for- 
ming of this aſſurance, then there can 
be no deluſion in it, for the certain- 
ty dependeth upon the witneſſing and 
ſealing of his own Spirit, as in that 8, 
cap. ro the Romans and 16. verſe: the 


In thisScripture conſider theſe 5 thing: 
diftintly. 1. 


lievers are fo led. 


muſt be infallible being the Spirit 


truth. 4. The Soirit or Conſcienc 


of a Baliever witneſszth the ſame allo 
that he is a child of God. 5. Thi 


Witneſſing of the BzlieversConſcienc 
muſt be true, becauſe it is in conj 

Rion with the Spirits witneſſing, fc 
the Holy Spirit would not bear wi 
"i | ne 


Spirit it ſelf bearetb witneſs with our 
Spirit that we are the childrenof Gad. 
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ſtake 
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of Sc 
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here {peaking of true Believers, and 
not of extraordinary eminent Believe 


with 


ſwaſi 
J attal! 
only, for they are fuch as are led that! 
by the Spirit, ver/e 14.andall true Bel 
2, Conſider what 
it is that is witneſzed and enſured} 
and that 1s 20% are tb C:ildren of Goal 
3. That the Spiric of God beareth 
witneſs to this, and his witnefling 
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| WE ©. © A 
for-Tnefs to a lie, if the Conſcience of the 
can Believer were falſe, lying or delud- 
eain-Ying in that act of witneſſing, the 
7 and Spirit of God would not joyn his 
it 3 teſtimony with it, who dare ſay he 
: th would concur with a falſhood or mi- 
9 ourY ſtake? and witneſs it for Truth; but 
God. yet we {ce theyare the plain words 
hing of Scripture, the Spirit beareth witneſs | 
tle if} with our Spirit, and therefore the per- 
„and ſwaſion that a ſincere Believer thus 
even attaineth is moſt ſure and firm, and 
re led that in an ordinary manner, ſo as any 
1e Be Believer may in Gods Merciful time 
what? attain it, without extraordinary Revela- 
ſured n, tho not without the äſſiſtance 
of Goaſſ of Gods Spirit ; and granting that the 
earety Conſcience of a Believer is fallible in 
ꝛeſſing it elf, yet its not left to it ſelf in ob- 
:r44 ¶ taining aſſurance, but under the power- 
ClendF ful conduct of the Spirit whoſe work 
e all it is to Seal, this he undertaketh as 
+ Tü his work, and is the principal Agent 
ſcienq ſecuring and effectually carrying on 
ON all that is neceſſary for the Believers 
ng, fa Sealing; for by him the conſcience 
ar Wi is enlightned to know what 51 

ney x a 
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ly given of God, and enabled to git 
its Teſtimony, which Teſtimony be ver 1c 
| iag in concurrence with the prevalence;tai 
effiocious witnelling ofche Spirit, ifl;hjs T 
Li the Bzlievers Sealing, and maket! 
this godly afsurance , and on theſ 
grounds the ailurance may be ſafehf gor DC 
| called inlallible. God 
Its alſo to be greatly noticed, thaſfj, if 
in this ordinary manner of Believer Chap 
being confirmed and perſwaded ofcious 
Salvation, the wiſdom and tendeÞ#cgyer 
mercy of God doth appear in this}, in 

that the Conſcience is ſo deeply con the 
cerned in witneſſing for it, beczuſe 14, 4 
in point of aſsurance, nothing could ment: 

| beſatizfving if the Conſcience wei nn 
not ſatisfyed, the Conſcience muff to be 
excuſ2 and quiet the Soul, otherwiſſ IIe 
nothing wholly exterior to it, and partie 
hwing no influence upon it, could Coq 
remove its Objections and Doubts uch 
for which our Gracious God hatiſtwee: 
provided, that the Believer may havqhot a 
the peace of God within his ownſkt..« 
Brealt, by a quieted and comforting 
Conſcience ; For which Cauſe, 
humbl 
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( 25) N 
) gig humbiy conceive, that every Belie- 
Y. de ver longing and labouring for ſome 
alen certainty of his Salvation, ſñould make 
i, M chis Text of Scripture, and the Con- 
Iketlſ text the matter of his peculiar medi- 
theſq tation: for it appears to be deſigned 
ſakehf gr pointing out the ordinary method 
God is pleaſed to take for effecting 
, hair, if the preceeding part of this 
even Chap: be duly conſidered the judi- 
2d oſſcious Reader will obſerve many diſ- 
endeſ coveties or marks of a gracious ſtate, 
this as in the very firſt Verſe, fo alſo in 
' COMfithe 5rb Verſe and the 6, 9, 10, 13, 
Caule 14, and 15. Verles, all theſe do make 
could mention of fuch Qualifications as 
Were may prove the perſon fo qualified 
mulltg be in a ſafe Spiritual ſtate. | 
Sr WI Here theſe four things ſhould be 
t, andparticularly marked. 1. That its 
coul Gods condeſcending mercy to allow 
)ubts uch nelps for knowing how it is be- 
AWween God and our Souls, that we be- 
y Minot deceived in the end. 2. And that 
Ss OWWtere is ſuch variety of thele Chara. 
fortinfſhers or evidences of a gracious Soul- 


auſe, ate, that when one of them is not 
umbl | .. _ 


(25) ; 

ſo clear to a Believer as ready: 
preſent to make application of it, h 
may (tho rejecting none of them 
then pitch upon another, for the af 
plication of which he has cleare 
light, knowing, that any of them ar 


ſafe and will prove concluſive for hij 
peace, if his Title to it be made ap4 
z. And that theſe diſcrimiz 
natin?. Characters recorded in thy 
word of God, whereby men may know 


parent. 


whether they be yet entered into 
ſtate of Salvation, or remain in a ſtat: 


us may judge and try our ſelves b 
theſe marks, it is the proper and du 
improvement of them and therefore it 
cannot be ſafe to condemn that wa) 
of tryin 
marks, for what end can we ſuppoſ 
they are given but to examine ou 
{elves by them. But 4. We are t 
take notice that after ſo many mark 
and helps to know the ſtate of ou 
Souls are laid before us, before we 


can raiſe aſsuragce from them, we 
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lily muſt have the aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
it, A of God to draw the Concluſion and 
em fix in it, that we are the Children 
ae apf of God, this is the more remarkable 
leare that immediately afterthe mentioning 
m ary of theſe ſigns of Grace, that Believers 
or hij may profitably improve them for their 
le ap) own comfort, this is ſubjoy ned that 
crimif the Spirit beareth witneſs with our Spirits, 
in th &c. and this ſiſting of our ſelves ſe- 
knoq riouſly before ſuch ſpiritual Qualifi- 
into q cations, with d2pendance on the Spi- 
a ſtatÞ ric of Chriit, will be found the molt }, 
y rel ſafe and hopeful way that a Chriſti- 
all o an cin take, for preventing diſquiet-= 
es bi ing doubts of his Salvation; when af- 
1d duÞ ter ſerious ſearching he finds ſome 
fore iff of theſe Qualitications in his own 
it wank Soul. | 
iptura] As for inſtance, when he conſide- 
appoſeþreth and compareth what God hath 
ne ou wrought in bis Soul, with that mark 
re tot a man in Chriſt, for whom there 
mark$is no condemnation, that he walketh 
pf our": after rhe fleſh but after the Spirit, 
Ire weſſRuim. 8. 1. or they that are after the 
n, weſÞpirit mind the thingsof the [pirir, or that 
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they mortify the deeds of the body, &c, 
when ſuch as theſe are diſcovered to 
belong to him, that there is fo great 
and merciful a change upon his heart an ſhov 
and practice, e is a ſubſtantial ground- are Ap 
Work for affurance that fo to ſpeak Fer hath 
the man has ſomething to ſhew for ch Fez 
his Confidence, ſomething that God froduce 
has wrought in him; which he can re- Inhe 
view as yet in being, this is a moſt or my 
material help to the Conſcience, both lmagina 
in obtaining, and retaining ſpiritual ame th 
Confidence; and whoſoever they are Hey if t 
that keep up a Confidence of Heaven, ſor they 
and yet never decern any thing of Por coul 
Gods powerful working upon their! of tk 
Souls, are in danger of Deluſion, pre- Nature, 
tend to what perſwaſion of Heaven Priginal 
they will; the ſureſt and longeſt lived race of 
Confidence, is when a Chriſtian can Ju to r 
ſay He bath wrought me for it, 2 Cor. Pan m). 
5. 5. and can daily by Reflection be- Þi/,8 f. 
hold the transforming Impreſſions Nainſt! 
the grace of God hath made upon his rer wh 
Soul, for if at any time he be ſurpriſ- ng pow 
ed with new doubts or temptations Practice 
uggeſting, that he has nothing for me =: 
J | his 


is Aſſut 
his B 
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(29 ) ” 
is aſſurance of Heaven but notions ' 
his Brain and vain Imaginations, 
eat Pat the Spirit hath ſealed him; he | 
art Dan (how nothing for it, but his own 
nd- ſhare Apprehenſions ; then the Belie- | 
eak er hath a preſænt Advantage againſt 
for ch Fears or Temptations, who can | 
30d Sroduce the firſt Fruits of his heavens 
Inheritance, and ſay if all I have 
or my hope of Heaven be but vain 
maginations, then who/e are theſe, how 
ime theſe Fruits here whence came 
hey if they came not from Heaven 
en, Pr they are ſuch as I neither would 
of Por could bring forth of my ſelf, being 
1eir ſl! of them contrary to my corrupt 
pre- Nature, and ſeing they can have no 
riginal but the goodneſs and free 
race of God, and no other tendency 
ut to make me pleaſe God rather 
han my ſelf, Why ſhould I call goed 
vil, & {o ruſh upon the wo denounced 
gainſt ſuch as do ſo, J. 5. 20. More- 
ver when he obſerves that transform- 
nz power come upon his Soul and 
ractice, whereby ail things are be- 
me new with him in ſome meaſure, 


”_ 


| (30) 
and theſe very Characters engrave 
on his Soul, which are recorded | 
the Word of God, as Proofs of a Gr: 
cious ſtate, Which he is obliged 
improve for gecting his Calling a 
Election made fure, theſe Charadte 
being cleared up to him by th 
light of Gods Word, his Spirit an. 
the mans Conſcience that they be 
long to him, he is then made to ſtan 
as a Wall againſt the ſtorm of Tem 
tations, that otherwile would foo 
_ overturn his Confidence; happy aqhot or 
they who have che ſanctifying Graqation 
ol God in ſuch a clear Light, as theſhe ſh. 
may daily behold it, and their Lighqtaſted 
ſo burning that themſelves may dailWife ) 
iel the waimth ; and their influencf his 
from Heaven ſo powerful as to makknow | 
the Spices given them daily caft fortihoſſe{; 
a ſmell, Cant. 1. 12, the fragranq heir b 
Whereof may make it eaſie to diho do 
cern whence they came ; ſuch ae kno 
theſe are the proper Food of Aſſuranceſheſs th 
- without which it cannot long ſubſiſtihave ne 
Hut being well maintained, doth od. ». 
parly come to ſtrong comfortabie,:nWWody o 
Wordinary Confidence. CHAN N. 
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1 That Aſſurance is Altainable. 


tang | 

y be Hat we may be eſtabliſhed in 
(tan this truth, that true Allurance is 
 emMMattainable, conſider, | | 


loo Firſt, That our gracious God hath 


'V AMot only provided an eternal Sal- 
Gradvation for Believers (for which 
5 theſhe ſhould be exalted tho we 
Light aſted not the joy of it in this 
daiſflife) but in the exceeding Riches 
uence his Grace, alloweth the Heirs to 
malqhnow of their Inheritance before full 
korupoſſeſſion, whereby ſome of them, to 
rancſheir great comfort, could ſay, we 
o Cilſwbo do believe enter into reſt, Heb. 4. 3. 
cn e knows how comfortleſs a wilder- 
ranceqpeſs this World is unto thoſe who 
ubbiſt ave not their Portion in this Life ; 
orden. 7. 24 partly by reaſon of the 
c,:nMdy of fin which they daily groan -Þ 
HAPY ».. Ws under 
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43. I. giving them to know, that th 


minians, but by others alſo who ar 


white ftone and new name on it Rev.2.1" 
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32 | 
under, he knoweth alſo the hatreſhuſt be 
and Reproaches they muſt undergoſſſog it b 
he knoweth alſo their frequent faintieir ut 
ing fears, leſt God himſelf be their eneide fe 
my, and that under theſe Fears theÞnike th 
would be ready to ſink, and theiffyaered) 
Lives a burden to them, if in this Liſbꝛrat 
only they had hope, therefore he whdFf God, 
in his Love and Pity hath redeemeqQvr, are 
them, forbideth them to fear, TſaiſÞ9 th 
ut m 
Ce Ju 
med | 
are by 
g, Wh 
Iy arr 
Hea 
unwilling to appear by any of theſqltempt 
Characters, but whatever they be reqhe) ha 
puted, they are either ſuch as regatdqnd; m 
not the plain Teſtimonies of ScripPund 
ture, or ſuch as judge others by them ore e 
ſelves, having neither experience c ſſuran 
the comfort of Aſſurance, nor ſolici Ople 
tude for it, this ſpiritual Manna Mork; 
hidden from them, und therefore this Ar, 
ice p 


days of the ir mourning ſhall be ended, If. 
60. 20. and themſelves preſerved un 
to his heavenly Kingdom. 

Yet this comfortable truth is of 
poſed, not only by Papiſts and 4 


MU 


— 


3 "IW3 | 
atrelhuſt be ſtrange to them, none know- 
ergalng it but theſe who receive it: this 
aintFheir unhappy opinion layeth them 
eneIide from the uſe of all means to 
theÞuke their Calling and Election fure, 
theifyhereby they become guilty of de- 
- Liffibzrac diſobedience to the command 
whdht God, and publiſhing this their er- 
zmechor, are guilty of dilcouraging others 

Iaſon this due dilig2n22 ; in fo much 
at Mut muny wen C'riftians do now 
I. Ia uirce judge it their daty to ba con- 
d unberned for it; being caſt into this 
are by men in reputation for Learn- 
- org, who tell them that Chriſtians 
1 4rÞay arrive at fome conjectural hope 
o arif Heaven, but meer preſumption to 
theſchuempt Aſſurance ; and that becauſe 
de re. hey have not yet perſevered to the 
egard nd; many are eafnared by this un- 
ScripPund Doctrine, and that the 
them ore eaſily, becauſe Diligence for 
ce oflurance doch neceilacly engage 
ſolicfople to a ſpiritual and laborious 
ina Mork; and this is the reaſon why 
re ths Arminian Doctrine againſt Aſſu- 
„ 2.1 Ance procureth many Profelyts, that 


Mu! | men 


mentic 


„ 
men may not be troubled with pai 
gumer 


ful ſearching their Souls and Practice 
nor troubled with a holy ſuteab{ 24. 
neſs to godly Aſſurance. 1 

And for their ſakes who are dÞ-|ectic 
couraged from all endeavours to ge 
their Calling and Election made fur of Goc 
fearing it ſhall be labour in vair belovea 
and tempted to doubt if any in th SCrIptL 
Life attain it; I ſhall lay before y fully te 
a few Arguments from plain Scri “. 4 
tures, which without plain wreſting ture m 
cannot be excepted againſt provin ledge « 
that true Assurance of Salvation Moth! 
be attained by Believers, who ha had of 
not ſuch extraordinary Revelatiog)* 71 
as Prophets or Apoſtles, I ſhall me: uced, e 
tion but a very few becauſe othe poltle 
have confirmed this truth by mani derſtoc 
Arguments already. | elected 

Firſt, That one Scripture Rom. their C 


16. is of it ſelf an irrefragable Arg Iheſsal 
ment for this Truth, but becaufdtion, 
this Scripture was a little conſider”? the 
already to prove the infallible certail loved 
ty of this Aſsurance, I (hall now or by it i 
mentic 


alvati 


— —_— 


(33) 

pailfmention it, that ſo pregnant an Ar- 
tie lsument be not forgot. 

ab 24. Reaſon is, That God who re- 
Iquireth us to make our Calling and 
eil Election ſure, hath made ſome Believers 
o know that themſelves were elected 
ful of God: 1 Theſ. 1. 3. knowing Brethren 
wail beloved your Election of God, in which 
n chPoripture theſe four things are care- 
re fully to be noticed. 

1. That the Apoſtle in this Scrip- 
eftin {ure maketh no mention of the kx] 
roviddiedge of his own Election. Nor 2. 
1 mDoth he ſpeak of any knowledge he 
„ habhad of the Peoples Election to whom 
Jatia he writs, this is the rather to be no- 
mellticed, leſt any ſhould ſay that the A- 

othe poſtle by immediateRevelation un- 
<a derſtood that theſe Believers were 
Fele&ted, and therefore declareth it for 
Rom.“ their Comfort. But Jo Its you believing 
„ Arp IheſSalonians know of your own Ele- 
becalf dtion, for ſo the words run expreſſy 
\ſiderdy”? the Text, knowing Brethren be- 
dertalllored of God your Election; where- 
JW Of by it 15 undenyable that Aſsurance of 
nent vation and Election is attained hyg | 
ordinary 


— — 
4 ar 


359 
ordinary Believers. And 4. It is t 
be remarked in this Scripture th: 
the grounds and evidences for tlie, be 3. 
Assurance of cheir Election, are parf, 11. 
ticularly recorded as their faith, labmhaye t! 
of love, Patience, &c. verſe 3. they wefound , 
followers of God and Examylary Chiti elves ( 
ſtians, as the context of this Scripture erlaſti 
makes fully appear; theſe were thqhion- 5 
native Fruits of Election which nongance v 
could bring forth if not elected ofGoc ay fo 
but being brought forth didprovetheiſent for 
election;this way of obtaining the aſſuſindica 
rance of it by its peculiar fruits, is (1lidions 
& ſolide; & therefore cleareth our dag on 

ctrine from that aſperſion caſt upon iſyhich 

by thoſe who ſay, that at the verſhake : 
firſt we pry into the Decrees and ſeppuls fr 
cret Counſel of God to obtain olffern on 
Alsurance; whereas our reaſoning ecrec 

from the effects to the cauſe, which i than 
rational & {criprural; I ſay again fcripha to 
tural, not only by this Text, but man longer 
others, and particularly 2 Pet. 1. wherhe 181 

the direction is to mate our calling & emp: 
lection ſure, and in order to the obh; 1; 
” of it, che Apoltle exhorterh 


0 add 2 
bound 
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(37) 
Po add grace to grace, and to grow and 
15 tEibound therein, and mentioneth the 
thaparticular graces, if theſe things ſayeth 
hie, be in you, ye ſhall never fall, 2 Pet. I.a 
PUP, 11. this obligeth to ſearch if men 
a9Mhave theſe graces, ard if they be 
/ wound , thereby to perſwade them- 
Chr elves of an abundant entrance into the 
ptUBverlaffing K ing dem of our Lord and Sa- 
e ior Feſus Chrift, which is the aſſu- 
nonqance we are ſeeking after ; and this 
f Gogvay for attaining it remainech pa- 
etheiſent for ſincere Believers in all ages, & 
eallygindicateth us from that falſe and in- 
is {1idious alumny of arrogant incroach- 
ur doe on the ſecret Counſel of God; 
pon Fohich men unſound in the faith 
2 Velſſhake a bug-bear to frighten ſimple 
ind ſepuls from their mercy, for we con- 
in Olfern our ſelves no otherwiſe with the 
ung Recrec of election nor pry further into 
hich than what Ged himſelf Path pleaſ- 
1 {cripÞd to reveal, and that which is c t 
c man len get b unto us, Deut. 29. 29. it be- 
where ignorance, ingratitude or con- 
ng & eſempt to be inconcerned with that 


the obhich God ſaith belongeth to us*; 
hortet 
1 


would. 


— 


— — 


3 
would theſe 8 hrs us to think it lowed x 
preſumption to think on a decree of feder . 
God, or particularly being choſen in ation, 
Chrift, Eph. 1. 4. why then are they ferror th 
mentioned to us, if we muſt not think Pen cal 
on them, when God commands us to poſe of 
make our Election ſure, muſt we not Pppoſe 
ſo much as think en Election, how Pear ve 
then ſhall we obey him; how can Þhemlſcl 
we make that ſure which we muſt not Paying 
conſider 2 when Chriſt ſaid to ſome, hink o 
rejoyce, that your names are written in ed by 
beaven, Luke 10. 20, was it preſump- Decree 
tion in theſe men, was it arrogant pry- Tho] £ 
ing into the Counſel of God, Sr them. pla 
to conſider with the greateſt applica-NSoran 
tion of mind and ſeriouſneſs, what Rat to 
that was to be written in heaven: orten is n 

in the Book of Life; it were good Put lel: 

if theſe great Maſters of Reaſon would fnowin 

{peak common ſenſe to us, how wa: owed u 
it poſſible for men to rejoyce in that far 
which they ſhould have no apprehen- It his | 

ſion of, leſt they ſhouid be found pr. Panglir 

ing into the fecret Counſel of God, hat the 

was not the dilcovery of their names becree 

being in Gods Book of Life, the O 
f | lowed 
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lowed ground of their joy; and what- 
ever was extraordinary 1n this Reve- 
lation, yet it ſufficeth to confute that 
error that none muſt be concerned in 
any caſe with the Counſel and Pur- 
poſe of God. Theſe Gentlemen who 
pppoſe this Doctrine of Aſſurance ap- 
pear very humble, if you will truſt 
hemſelves and take it on their word, 


— — —— 


hink of getting our Salvation ſecu- 
ed by knowing that we are in the 
Decree of Election; for what can we 
now of Gods ſecret purpoſe? here 
hre plaukble words to deceive the 
I-norant : tho! we (hail ealily grant, 
hat to be wiſe above what is writ- 
en is not ſafe,& that we are to allow 
bur {elves no further ſearching or 
nowing, than God himſelf hath al- 
owed us to learch and know : be- 
1p far from preſumptuous judging 
jt liis Decrees, or fo limiting and 
nangling them by vain Imaginations 


decree or purpoſe ofGod; astheſe men 
o Who accuſe us of arrogance for ſeek- 


aying that it is too high for us to 


hat they cannot bear the name of a 


ing . 


(49) 
ing the comfortable knowledge of our 
Election, according to Gods own 
Direction: for they are guilty of the 


higheſt preſumption as to this very] 


decree of Election, forging out of their 
own Brains, and fathering upon God 
ſuch a Decree as cannot conſiſt with 
the immutability of Geds Decree, 
' making it to be conditional and mu- 
table, y ea dependent upon the mutable 
counſel and free will of man, if ever 
that Decree ſſ all be fulfilled, or God 
obtain his purpoſe ( horrendurm difly) 
the thought whereof might make any 
man tremble: yet at the Synod ef 
Dort we find it publiſhed with bare 
fac'd impudence, that Election is ſome. 
times changes ble, and ſome Ele& may 
finally periſh, ſor ſay they, Election to 
life is the will of Gcd to fave ſuch a 
will believe end perſcvere in Obedi 
ence : end that Chriſt did not by His 
ſatisfaction merit Taich for any man, 
and that Faith is no infuſed Qu 
lity, but only the act of mans fret 
will to perſevere or not perſevere; 
here we find them charging his pur 

3 poſe 
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41 | 
roſe and Decree, that is himſelf, with 
inſtability , who hath declared that 
his Counſel ſtandeth for ever, and my 
| Counſel ſhall and Iſa. 46. Io. and I will 

do all my pleaſure 1 have purpoſed and 1 
will do it, Iſa. 46.11. But theſe men 


may be hindred, its hard to conceive 
how they can believe him to be the 
true Cod? whoſe purpoſes can fail of 


not done by Creatures ; And whereas 
theſe Arminians ſay, that no man can 
be aſſured of Salvation until he have 
perlevered to the end; then by their 
opinion, whenſoever a man knows of. 
his Election, he is a dead man, for he 
cannot perſevere unto the end before 


in obedience to Gods command re- 
ſolve to uſe Diligence to have bis Ele- 
Qion ſure, - if he expect ſucceſs he 
muſt refolve to dy that day he fir ds it; 
-.flout the believing Theſ5alcnians alter 


perſevered unto the end. If it be ſaid 
that no man will be ſaved but he that 


«ap % , 
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tell us, that what he hath purpoſed 


performances by any thing Cone or 


his end come, fo that if a man ſhall 


they knew of their Election, lived an 


C endure ib 
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42) 
endureth to the end, that is a Truth, 
but nothing to this purpoſe, for he 
who knows of his Election, knows 
he ſhall perſevere unto the end, and 
be preſerved into the heavenly Kingdom: 
2 Tim. 4. 18. his Election ſecures 
all the neceſſary means, and maketh 
them effectual for his perſeverance, ſo 
we find the Apoſtle Eph. r. 3, and 4. 
. declaring he hath bleſſed us with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt accors 
ding as he hath choſen us, theſe ſpi- 
ritual bleflings are the fruits of their 
being choſen, that is according as be 
bath choſen. | 

3. That this aſſurance of ſalvation 
may be attained in this life, what can 
be more plain than that Scripture, 
1 Job. 3. 14. We know that we have 
paſſed from death to life, becauſe we lowe 
the bret hren: Here the certainty of ſal. 
vation is averred, and the ground of 
it love to the brethren; and very 
ordinary ſenſe will tell men, that 
they are not all inſpired with extra- 
ordinary revelations who love the 


children of God; for nom of them 
n 


are tru 
love th 
proves 
to life, 
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| FR 
th, are trui,” his children if they do not 
he Flove them, 1 Job. 4, 20. yet this love 
Ws proves a man to be paſſed from death 
nd Ito life, ſo that when its given to any 
Iſincere believer to diſcern this love, 
that it is not in word only, but in deed 
land in truth, 1 Job. 3. 18. He may 
ſafely improve it for aſſuring of his 
own heart before God: And here [ 
hall only by the way remark the Lords 
ondeſcenſion, & compailionat regard 
o the comfort of believers, in cauſing 
record ſuch a ground of aſſutance, 
5 beflhere being many who may ſafely 
_ (claim it, when they can hardly fay” 
tion hith coufidence that they love God: 
can Bimſelf (tho they really love him 
ture, grhen they love his children, 1 Fob. 5. 
4e.) but this of loving any perſon that 
> lowe ppears godly ,they find it ready, when 
f * ey are ſure its upon no earthly ac- 
nd o unt, nay, when ſometimes the na- 
very ural temper, and many circumſtances 
thatſpf theſe whom they love, are rather 
Xtra empting to have little value for them; 
en 2 all this is ee becauſe ff 
Phat appears of the renewed Image“ 1} 
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of their Father, effectually drawing 
their heart after it ; this evidence ac- 
cording to this Scripture may and 
ſhould be improved for comfort, 
when they are in darkneſs as to other 
evidences of true godlineſs: not that 
they are deſtitute of other marks of 
grace, but that they fee them not ſo f of the 
well; hereupon ſome have found it in that 
their duty to take comfort from this] full h. 
it ſelf, and to give God thanks that 4 the 
erer it was recorded. 1 - 

4. Theſe who have the firſt fruits]; o fri 
of the Heavenly Inheritance, may beſf, - . 
well aſſured that in due time they, * 
ſhall poſſeſs it; but we find the chil. fruits c 
dren of God here on earth declaring, time 
they have theſe firſt fruits, Rom. 8. 23. of fru 
Our ſelves alſo which hawe the firſt fruiu wit „ 
of the Spirit, even we our ſelvesgroan with: piritus 
in our ſelves, waiting for the adopt ion, Minοwir 
wit the redemption of our bodie : By thigſeſs it 3 
Scripture its evident that theſe firllfr} .c. 
fruits received, are the fruits of thaſbracęs - 
Heavenly Countrey above, for bin Goa: 
partaking of them they wait an, , 
long for final redemption, r Feally | 
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8 | by the redemption of their body, 
finding the firſt fruits ſo refreſhing, 
they groan for the full harveſt ; they 


becauſe by his gracions operations 

he is the cauſe and author of them: 
ot} You may remember that the firſt fruits 
t ſo of the earth were to be given to God; 
in thankful and firm expectation of the 
full harveſt; and therefore a ſheaf 


the Lord, Levit. 23. 10. and that the 
firſt fruits were of the ſame kind of 
fruit which was to be reaped in the 
they I tull harveſt „in alluſion to theſe firft 
W-Yfruics of theground, Ex. 34. z whichwas 
Aingla time of rejoycingcalled the feaſt ofthe 


23% fruits: Believers are comforted 


fruitÞwich che firſt fruits of their great 
WiHifpiritual harveſt which is to come 
on, knowing that they ſhall as ſurely poſ- 


y thüſſſeſs it as they do now the firſt fruits: 


e fifTheſe firſt fruits are the ſanRifying 
t chaſgraces of the Spirit, which Believers 
for bin Gods merciful time are made to 
it anno. as firſt fruits; theſe graces are 
_ ally ' pledges of their inheritance, 


— — 


are called the firſt fruits of the Spirit, 


ff whether, 


of them was to be preſented before 


* 
* 
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. 
| whether they diſcern them to be ſuchſ grace 
or not; but the diſcovering of them to Fom 
be ſuch dependeth on Gods making ſhall x 
it known what name they may bear, As 
and the comfort they may raiſe from] and h 
them; and when ic pleaſeth the Lord 1 Per. 
ſo to make them known as the very to ca 
firlt fruits of the perfe& and glorious Cd, 
harveſt, then they are moſt ſweet toff them, 
the Believer, yielding him a comfort. J 22. 1 f. 
able perſwaſion that he has alreadyf to Go 
entered in partaking of the ſalvatioq be ri; 
of God, and according to Chriſti are ſc 
own words, he bath everlaſting life, Fob will r 
3. 36. And the water that I ſhall giuſ ſorrou 
bis ſhal be in him a well of water pringinſ and po 
upinto everlaſting life, Jo. 4.14. No wondeſ fectio: 
it be ſweet to him, when he taſts anꝗq ever 
begins to feed on the Tree of Life veſent. 
knowing it ſhall be his food for ever bal /cp, 
this both ſecures and makes him long z. II 
for the full Feaſt : Theſe bleſſed fi ſerve t 
| fruits are ſo much the more comforfwith + 
table, that many of theſe graces the ſervant 
| now enjoy, are of the ſame natur22, 
with that which they ſhall enjoy morfthe Lo 
perfectly in Heaven, and that theſſchall c. 
WE grace 
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= ſhall go with them, never taken 


rom them not by death it ſelf, but 


ſhall prove incorruptible, 1 Pet. 1.23. 
As for inſtance, 1. A begun purity 
and holineſs, having purified their ſouls, 
1 Pet. t. 22. fo as the Lord is pleaſed I 
to call ſome pure in heart, and ſhall ſee 
God, Mat. 5. 8. This ſhall go with 
them, for the bely ſhall be boly fill, Rev. 
22.11. 2. The ſincere love they have 


to God in this life ſhall endure, and 
be ripened to a perfe& love: There 


are ſome graces neceſſary here, that 
will not be neceſſary in Heaven; as 
ſorrowing for ſin, mortifying of. it, 


and patience, &c. becauſe of che per- 
fection of the place, yet this of love 


never faileth, 1 Cor. 13. 8. _ 
preſent, nothing to come, nor death it ſelf 


al ſeparate from that love, Rom. 8. 35, 1 
z. Their willingneſs to obey and 
Tſerve their Lord ſhall go to Heaven 


with them, and be perfected where his 
ervants ſerve him, and ſee bis face, Rev. | 
22. 4. Their communion with 


che Lord, which is truly begun here, 
their I 


ſhall come to its perfection, and | 
5 delizatiy 


| 
| 
| 


F — —— 


7 no more out Rev. 3. 12. F. Tha 
| 


0 
| 
| 
| 
| 


43. 4. this delight ſhall go with them 


deſire to be liker him, and nearer him... 
ſhall be fatisfied, I Jeb. 3. 2. for they ha | P 


be everwith the Lord, 1 Theſe 4 17. aw 4 


egun delighting in the Lord, which avhy 18 


is not only required even in this life 
but in ſome meaſure attained, God 
becoming their exceeding joy, Pſa 


and be perfected when they are placed 
and fixed in his prelence, where thenſſelf? b 
x fulneſs of joy, Pſal. 16. . 6, Sincerdq;.? . 
Believers glorifie and praife their Goc they G 
and Saviour while they are here, they they n 
have all a Principle for it, their God... 
is their praiſe, Deut. 19.21. And it 


their comfort to know they ſhall glori * 


1 the 2 


vation . 


ſong of the Lamb, Rev. 4. 8. the ſong, , 2 
of the redeemed, which no man cap leanſ, * 55 

but the ſcaled of Ged, having their fi f miſe, 
thers name written on their fore-heads 


Kev. 14. 3+ Bleſſed are they who nou 


1 
V 


partakif -* 


— — 
— 


— 


| a + W 

T partake of theſe firſt fruits, having al- 
(has ready that begun, which ſhall never 
 MFcorrupt, or turn to nothing, and can 
Thaf bave no place eternally but in Hea- 
hich Ven, | | 
life 5. Theſe to whom God pives the 
Got earneſt of an eternal bleſſed inheri- 
Pſa tance, and they receiving it as his ear- | 
nem neſt, not only may, but muſt be cer- 
aced tainly aſſured of the inheritance it 
then ſelf but we find that the Lord gives 
1eTthis earneſt to true believers, and 
God they receive it as ſuch, therefore 
they they may be certainly aſſured of e- 
Feernal ſalvation , 2 Cor. 5, 5: Now be 
that hath wrought us for the ſelf ſame © 
thing is God, who alſo hath given unto 
2. Golly the earneſt of the Spirit therefore we are 
K the always confident , &c. Eph. 1. 13, 14. 
3+ 1m ye alſo truſted after that ye heard 
She word of truth, the Goſpel of your ſal- 
ig dna vation, in whom alſo after that ye believ- _ 
fed, ye were ſealed with that holySpirit of 
: womiſe, which is the earneſt of our in- 
1 beritance, untill the redemption of the pur- 
Ve Mebaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of bis 
ory, In theſe Scriptures we have 
G& F | these, 5 
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cheſe things to clear: r. That tha ſuch a. 
Lord giveth the earneſt of the Spiri Scripti 
2. That this earneſt of the Spirit if neſt is 
the earneſt of the inheritance. 3. That leſs th; 
theſe believers to whom it is given truth, 
receive it as an earneſt themſelves] can be 
Lying ic was the earneſt of our inhe ven? 
ritance. 4. That this earneſt ſecuretlÞH-ave; 
them of the poſſeſſion purchaſed byfhim : . 
Chriſt. 5. That it's given to thokſſcenſio 
who have believed, and whom thejand v 
Lord hath wrought for it. 6. ThatIname « 
having received this earneſt from thegunderfl 
Lord, they are always confident. to the! 
Seing then the Lord is pleaſed toftthemſe 
give this earneſt to Believers, for it'sconſol a 
fad, after that ye believed, (and there. Nraciou 
fore not given only to perſons of exo have 
traordinary revelations ; but on theſfſof the 
account of believing ) theſe Believersſhands f 
receiving this earneſt from the Lord;ſthey be 
are thereby certified of eternz! ſalva-Sher fo! 
tion, and therefore it's the height ofthe fine 
impudence to publith to the world, hn earn 
that no man on earth can e cer-Þnd rec 


tainty of ſalvation ; for it's no leſs than of wh 
to ſay, that either God never * erence 


— — 6 — — — — 
| * — 


„ 

thill ſuch an earneſt, which is to deny the 
PIE Scripture of truth, or that Gods ear- 
It Vf neſt is not to be truſted, which is no | 
L hat lefs than deny ing him to be a God of 
venſ truth. What can be more ſure ? What ||| 
Ives] can be more comfortable oùt of Hea- 
nhe. ven? than the earneſt of the God of 
iretil Heaven, that we ſhall be there with 
d byfhim: How wonderful is his conde- |} 
hoſeſ ſcenſion, to call that which he giveth | 

 theſand worketh in his people by the 


I — —— 
— — 


Thaiſ name of an earneſt, and make them 
n the underſtand it to be ſo! Wo will be 
to them who take pains to deprive 
d tafchemſelves and others of this great | 
r it gconſola tion, if they repent not; our 
here · gracious God being at ſo much pains 
f ex. o have his people rejoycing in hope 
n thefſof the glory of God, and the weak 
eversÞands ſtrengthned by his earneſt, tho 
Lord, they be not ſo eminent as others, ei- 
alva-Fher for gifts or grace; yet a little of 
nt olſtde fine gold tryed in the fire, given as 
rorld,þn earneſt, obligeth both the giver 
cer- nd receiver; the giver being God 
thanſſof whom we would ſpeak with re- 
ives ference) yet by his giving the ear- 
Tuck 4 1 neſt 


— 


( 52) 
neſt, obligeth himſelf to perform allſſv: find 
that he hath contracted or promiledſſſcaleth h 
to the believer, and the receiver of theſing is m 
earneſt is obliged to ſtand to the whole naketh 
Contract or Covenant, and firmlypy the S 
to expect the performance, not daringſÞe wher 
to queſtion bi; earneſt. Fiven; | 
6. Their fin and danger is the great: Phoſt he 
er who oppoſe this Doctrine of Aſſube earne 
rance, becauſe it pleaſeth God to re-nake an 
veal ſo many methods he taketh, andſs it is a 
variety of expreſſions to confirm it; ſoſſwe the 
that he not only giveth the firſt fruitiſthis is th 
of the inheritance, and his earneſt taſticed, | 
ſecure it, but that a believers infalÞpreſly a 
lible certainty of ſalvation may be re God le: 
ceived without heſitation, he is pleaſedfo deny 
alſo to let them know that he ſealethunderſta 
believers to the day of redemptionÞgrace o 
Eph. 4. 20. 2 Cor. 1. 21. Now he whictho ſou 
FFablisheth us with you is Chrift, ani. pro 
bath anvinted us, is God who hath alſilo expli« 
ſealed us, and given the earneſt of thigbe earn 
Spirit into our bearts, Eph. 4. 30. Andfake,anc 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, wherebgeomfort 
ge are ſealed unto the day of redemptienÞſMe Spir 
So alſo, Eph 1. 13. in which ScriptureÞ® certif 
a 


4 EN 
allhve find it expreſly declared that God 
ledfſcaleth his people. 2. That this ſeal- 
theſjing is more than the imprefs that grace 
ole nake th on the ſoul when its ſanctified 
nlyſÞy the Spirit of grace, for that may 
inge where there is not yet aſſurance 
Fiven; but the ſealing that the Holy 
eat· Bhoſt here mentioneth, is called alſo 
ſſu be earneſt; and common ſenſe will 
 re-Fnake any man confeſs, that an earneſt, 
andſþs it is an earneſt, is to certiffe and aſ- 
; ſoſſurs the Party to whom it is given; }|4 
ruithis is the more carefully to be no- 
ſt taſticed, becauſe ſome finding it ſo e- 
afal@reſly and frequently mentioned that. 
ere. God ſealeth his people, ate aſhamed | 
aſedto deny it; but then by ſealing they | 
llethjunderſtand no more but the ſanctify ing 
tionfprace of God infuſed and planted in 
vhicho ſoul : but this Scripture, Eph. 1. 
| andÞ;. proves that to be an ertour, when 
b allo explicitly this ſealing is ſaid to be 
File earne ft: and therefore it's a miſ- 
Andtake, and an injury to the Believers If 

| 
| 


2 = — — 


berefomforr, to ſay that the ſealing of 
ptionfthe Spirit is only to ſan&ifie, but not 
xturefſÞ® certifie, 3+ It's allo to be noticed 

We _ _ wha } 
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here, that this ſealing which certifies Iould 
well as ſanctifies, is allowed to ordiſing to 
nary but ſincere Believers; for the Madvante 
poltle ſpeaking to the believing Hronſide 
pheſians , expreſly faith, ye are ſeal: 
unto the day of redemption ; yea ſuch 
believers as through weakneſs wen 
ready to grieve the Holy Spirit: Ant 
4. Let it be alſo remarked , that 


is to ſecure the believers perſeverance, 


unto the plenary and final redempti A, 
on: ſo that what ever be his ow 

weaknefs, temptations, trials, or humFIrft, 
bling deſertions, yet the Seal of the of 


living God fecures his partaking ofthe ter: 


eternal redemption ; who ſhould darehnd On 


to think that God will put his Sealtoffour of 


an uncertainty ? Or that the matter ind fro: 
may fall out otherways than accord if an u 


ing to bis Seal: And not only is theirfin mak 
perſeverance ſecured in it ſelf , butſſhany f 
fuch believers as are ſealed after thishere v 
manner by the earneſt, and the Spiritſkarfu! / 
bearing witnefs with their ſpirits,them-Pheceo! 
felves are certified of being preſervedſjany b. 
unto the Heavenly Kingdom: whefad unt 


— — GOA AA I oe wow — nd 


* — = 


— — — 
— 


6353 
- ſhould weary of pray ing and labour- 
oralling to be thus ſealed, if che bleſſed 
je Madvantages of it were known and 


g f conſidered ? 


ſealt 
ſuch 
Were 
And 

that 
aling 


C H AP. IV. | 
Advantages by Aſſurance. = 


* Y 
hum lrſt, by a well grounded aſſurance 
F the | of Heaven,we are delivered from 
ng offfte terrours of a juſt ſin-revenging 
darehnd Omnipotent God, from the ter- 
eal toffour of the great day of Judgment, 
ratterſind from the frightning apprehenfions 
cord H an unknown eternity, which our 
their makes us all obnoxious unto; and 4. 
butſnany have been overwhelmed when 
r there was nothing leſt them but a2 
Spirit arful looking for judgment; inſtances 
hem-Pheceof our own age hath afforded; 
ervedſhany being as in hell while on earth; © þ 
who fad untill a poor ſinner have ſome 
hould ; ground 


| 
1 
i 


if | 
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ground of hope, ſome token for go eliever 
from this great and juſt God that reÞ* has lc 
conciliation is obtained, he knows nose &, it“ 
how ſoon he may be caſt into thelF” love 
gulphs of terrour, and not only terrour eſſary | 
but remedileſs wrath it ſelf; he know jeliever, 
of nothing to the contrary, he cannop de than 
ſaybe is not appointed unto wrath , 1 Thelf ed us, 
5. 9. as thoſe who were bleſſed witfſ*"-, 1. 
aſſurance of Gods favour, he knowfitation 
not but this night his foul may be ared fa 
taken from him, and never fee a mor uitable 
nings joy. Some men are never ſeri he Ver) 
ous in the thoughts of death and judgÞ22_thi 
ment, but are diſquieted with ſomſatefal ſ 
doubts and fears of this nature, whictepe, a 
they only ſbuffle by for the preſen U. as 
with ſome vain diverſion or other“ 1 
but their doubts are never anſwereTbriſt a 
nor reſolved, nor can be anſweref! ſelf 
until they get ſome meaſure of aſſuf"s <Y*< 
rance that they are favoured of Goden {ink 
with the favour of his choſen,deliverſ® him 
ed from the wrath to come, and ſucÞ'® I h 
as he has ſworn he will never be raffen ma 
with, Iſai. 54. 9. | the tr 

2. When it pleaſe th God to bring Pf leſt 
believ 


(5) 
oobbeliever to ſome holy confidence that 
e relbe has loved him with an everlaſting 
ve, it's a bleſſed mean of increaſing 
neſſbis love to God, wiich is always ne- 
oulfeſſary and deſired by every ſincere 
ſoukbeliever, knowing there is more love 


nno 


T 
= Rev. r. 5. and thereby the holy ha- 


tation and manſions above are pre- 

y b nared for him, that he ſhall be made 
offvitable to them, and ſhortly in them 
erde very hope of this maketh the 
id gan think, what am I, a poor vile 


/ 


ſombateful ſinner, to be brought unto ſuch 


Jhich9Pe, and much more when he can 
ſent, as I hope ſo I ſhall ſurely poſ- 
chers? I ſhall eat and drink with 
vere$rilt at his Table, allowed to ſatiat 
weren ſelf with beholding of him, get- 
7 GC full, and heart full of him, 
* Go$'©2 ſinful I, who once feared never to 
live* him in comfort, and many a fear 


1 ſac{# I had never a right thought of 


im, many a fear that I was miſtaken 
the true Chriſt, many a forrowful 
our leſt I ſhould die ignorant of * 


Yol 


Tring 
lie) 


ue than ever is rendered to him, who 
wed us, and wasbed us in his own blood, 


What ſhall T render to him? Where 
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T have read with grief, that whiqmeditat 
was the comfort of others, Fob. 5.2$0 grou 
that he had given them an undeſt when 
ſtanding to know him that is true, aim, be- 
they could ſay they were in him; H. 19. 
could not find that he had given i 3. W 
ſuch an underſtanding: many a timepometh 
feared this was kept back from megcceptet 
one who had nothing to do wifg*lp2th_ 
Chriſt, I thought he did not love mience tc 
nor care for me, and this made nfondert 
love keep cold to him; but now I cs thor 
ſay, mine eye ſeeth bim, and I ſhall (ous Th 
him better, where his ſervants ſee ts. 19. B 
face, I ſhall ſee him as my Redeeny enter i. 
at the laſt day, Jeb 42. f. 1 Fob: 3. , we 
Rev. 2 2. 4. Fob 19. 27, I (hall hear hijnprove 
confeſſing me before his Father, Rach as 
5. I ſhall hear him ſay, Come and ſence te 
berit the kingdom prepared for you, Mi epred 
25. 34. How can I but love hin P 
of t 
the love due and fit for him? Tifj-4- wi 
helpeth me to melt down the heaſFcome | 
in love to the Purchaſer : They ation 
at a great loſs, and has their love me for 
Chriſt but half ſtarved, that know It withe 
mec 


1 
yhiqmneditations of this nature, and find 
5.2Þ0 ground for them: How ſweet is 
deft when the believer can ſay, I love 
e,anfÞim, becauſe be firſt loved me, 1 Joh. 
m:. 19. a 
1 - z. When the Lords merciful time 
imebometh to aflure a believer that he 
me hecepteth of him in his beloved, this 


wilbelpeth him to come with ſome confi- 


e mence to the Throne of Grace: it's 
le nf/onderful that any manner of bold- 
Icheſs ſhould be allowed us at that glo- 
all {$0us Throne, but being allowed, Heb, 
ſee No. 19. H. ving therefore brethren boldneſs 
lee 
;. z. I, we are humbly and thankfully to 
ar hignprove it, which none can do but 
„Rach as have ſome meaſure of confi- 
and ence towards God that he will be 
. epted; then he can go to God as 
himſs exceeding joy, and with joy draw 
herefJut of the Wells of Salvation, P/a. 
> TIIz. 4. when he can fay, the Lord is 
e heaecome his ſong, his ſtrength, and his 


cy Mlration, 1/6. 12. 2. this maketh him 


love me forward, tho with reverence, 
ow iet without terrour, when he can fay, 


mec my 


— — 


enter into the holieſt by the blood of Fen 
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my God will -eceive me, Pſa. 49. Akut wit 
I know he will not thruſt me awafſe but 
he hath received me, my God will ben ng, al 
me, Mic. 7.7. I have now liberty tc dom, 
enter into the holieſt by the blood qi Soul 
Jeſus ; Chriſt is the door, and he ift Pron 
mine; this maketh Prayer the belieyÞke c 
ers delight, it's no burden to him nowſ'® Wo 
whereas the man who knows noff bim th 
whether God loves or hates him, como s r 
monly approacheth with difhdeng erefor 
and fainting fear, that tho he praſnows r 
yet both he and his prayers may H not, 

ſhut out, Lam. 3. 8. he cannot ſay ſea anc 
will be admitted by the blood of JeſyſMfore 
he knows of no intereſt he hath in Mad aſſu 
blood; the man often hears that i '5 call 
ſhould pray in the name of Chriſt, bÞ'Manc 
he knews not how to do it, he knoÞ® affu 
not but he is a ſtranger to Chiiff®f, © 
and how can he pray in his Nam wrath 
The poor man fti!] in doubt about Int it's v 
intereſt in Chriſt, is tempted often table 

think, why ſhould he pray at all, hafP<ctall 
ing no hope to be accepted? Mat he 
when it's told him he muſt pray, eta nee 


cauſe it's his duty, he grants it is $ 
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but withal ſays he, my. Prayer will 
I e but hopeleſs, faithleſs, and wave- 
Ling, and therefore he prays the more 
ty Mldom, which becomes a ſnare to 
34 ds Soul; fo when he reads or hears 


he H promiſes, he knows not what to 


eliechake of them, becauſe he finds by 
noude Word of God, that the promiſe is 
nah bim that believes, Gal. 3. 22. But he 
conlnows not that he is a believer, and 
denqhere fore cannot apply premiſes ; he 
praſnows not whether he be in Chriſt 
ay Hr not, in whom all the promiſes are 
t Ly ka and amen; ſo that beſides the 
F Jel omfort of a known intereſt inChriſt, 
in ind aſſurance of ic, ſome meaſure of 
hat Nis really neceſſary for the right per- 
|, bÞ"mance of our duty; I do not ſay 


I 
kno affurance is eßential to our ſalva- 


Chafſen , or that they are all in a ſtate 

am wrath who want it, God forbid, 
bout Mt it's really neceſſary for the come 
often brtable wellebeing of a Chriſtian, 
11}. Hahpecially in his applications to God, 
32 Ant he may have ſome hope of ac- 
ray, Fecange, and ſay, my God will hear 
it is 


+ The 


| gladneſs, thinking none of his co 
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4. The aſſurance we are now ſeek$ulſe th 
ing after is a great help to prevenipd che: 
| wearying of any ſervice God ſhallſod wh. 
| command us, and to ſerve him witkþ:rd to: 
1 with 
mands grievous, 1 Jeb. 5. 3. knowingpred th: 
his love to them, they are eaſily perſwilling 
ſwaded that he will command nothingſard con 
for their hurt, and therefore willinglyſ#keth i 
ſubject to his Law, becauſe it's hiſtſie wh 
Law who hath loved them with ans ; De 
everlaſting love; this makes them deſe Con 
ſirous to be ſuitable to his love in alſat they 
well-pleaſing, and rejoyce and worrring G 
righteouſneſs, ben haſt delivered my ſuſtden i 
from death, I will walk before the Lord ire ſom 
be land of the living, Pſal. 116. 8, gfcepted 
The aſſurance of Gods love helpetii2- - 
them to be willing hearty ſervants he co: 
knowing they ſhall not go a warfan to re jo 
on their own charges, they know theiſben he 
Redeewer is their ſtrength, Pſal. 19, cious 
This benefit of aſſurance is very great; this! 
for many a ſincere Chriſtian who wor! 
truly diligent, both as to duties sive li 
worſhip and walk, yet can have lil$, he h: 
comfort in any thing they do, oF hat} 
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ekSuſe they find not that willingneſs 
rend cheerfulneſs in the ſervice of 
hallled which they know he hath a re- 
wichrd to: for ſudh as were beſt acquain- 
-omd with ſerving him in Spirit, de- 
vinckred that if they ſerved him nctwith 

willing mind 1 Cor. 9. 18. what re- 
hingard could they expect, and that God 
inghlaketh it the ground of his Contros || 
s higilie when he is not ſerved with joyful= | 
h ani; Deut. 23. 47. this is heavy on : 
1 dele Conſciences of ſome Chriſtians 
in allat they hardly ever find themſelves 
worving God with gladneſs, and this 
y ſußtden is not taken off untill they 
ord ive ſome hope that their ſervice is 
8, fcepted from a willing mind, 2 Cor. N 
elpetl12- · : - 
ants The confirmed Believer is alſo helps 
ar fan to rejoyce and work righteouſneſs 
7 theifien he conſidereth the great and 
19% gpcious reward he is now affured 
oreaty; this makes him aſhamed to refufſfſe 
who work, knowing he has. nothing 
ties give like to that which he is to 
e lict$, he has nothing to render to him, 
o, beo hath come in to his Soul and g 
caul the 


dt bis cwn loſs by continued D 


| (64) 
the hope of glory; then he is rea laints, 
to ſay, I (hould be glad he will pithat alli 
me to any ſervice, hoping never this ma 
be put out of his Service, I will no#'0m fl 
run cheerfully fer the prize that I h. Pro 
hold, being fully perſwaded, that Faffnot 
am not beating the air 1 Cor. 9. 26. anmen, tl 
ſhall not run in vain: whereas ibem, k 
doubtinꝑ Chriſtian fearing ſtill that Mar fron 
may periſh in the end goeth mount ge 
ing all the day, and moſt oppreſſ nt 51a 
with fears when he is moſt ſerious in of it 
the concern of his Soul is ſo great ai ans, 
near his heart, that while it appei ory, t 
in dar ger, be krows not what ſhouſſ®*2ce 
comfort him, he often thinks he ſhoulf cheet 
refuſe to be cemforted, he has 1 ſeliever 
yet found God ſpeaking peace to hit of e 
and to what purpoſe ſhould he ſpeſt®"2al 
peace to himſelf, he is not able to eligio1 
Joice in the Loid, and dare not i hich i 
Joice in things ot naught, where timing 
is his ccmfort ? And belides all uf cor 
re the 
g dra\ 


couragements, he becomes often 
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(65) _ 
Plaints, as if he ſerved an hard Maſter, 
Fthat allowes no comfort to his ſervants: 
er this maketh many beholders ſtand off 
| rofrom ſuch a Religion, where its ſtrict- 
Ib 1 are fo depreſt, that they 
hat affnot lift up their faces like other 
5 annen, the world hears nothing from 
as them, but that they have a hard Lot, 
hat Har from declaring they have à good!y 
aounleritage and their Lines are fallen in plea- 
refleyont places, Pſa. 16. 6. this conſider ati- 
rioubn of it ſeif ſhould excite all true Chri- 
-atarfiians, every Lover of God and his 
ppea lory, to be diligent for ſome confi- 
{kouÞience toward God, that he may have 
hou cheerfull Converſation becoming a 
las n@£!tever and Heir of glory: I ſpeak 
o hiſdot of every kind of cheerfulneſs ; for 
e ſpellarnal Mirth and Levity woundeth 
> to Religion as much on the other hand, 
not H hich is too frequent, and moſt unbe- 
re th$2ming a declining age of Profeſſors, 
all M ho conſider not that whatever plea- 
d Dire they take to themſelves, yet hav- 
ſten £8 drawn back, the Lord taketh no 
otheleaſure in them, Heb. 10. 38. what is 
- Cot this day to be ſeen in the Conver- 
plain C 


( 55 ) 
ſation of many keeping up a profeſſi- 
on of Religion, but vanity, carnal 
Mirth, unprofitable Talk and ſome- 
times worſe ; yet theſe men if inqui- 
red what have they for all their 
Mirth and Cheerfulneſs; dothey know 
that they are at peace with God ? do 
they know that they ſhall rejoice for 
ever? then they will tell you they 
know of no ſuch thing, but they hope 
the beſt, not ſo much as fearing that it 
may prove but the hope of the hypo- 
 crite, if a man go in to their houles, 
and hear them pray ing in their Fami- 
lies C4 when the World gives them 
leiſure) there you may hear them con- 
feſſing their eſtrangement to God, and 
their fears of his wrath , but once off 
their Knees and nothing found but 
carnal Mirth or ſinful Paſſions, fo that 
one would hardly think it were the 
ſameman on his feet, that he was 01 
his Knees, either in his Family, 0 


when he appears in the Streets, ang. 
Far leſs in the Tavern: But the cheer! 


fulneſs I ſpeak of is rejoycing in th 


Lord, Phil. 4.4. rejoicing in hope of 
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CT 
the glory of God, ſpeaking well ofGod, 
that he was never as a Wilderneſs to 
them, declaring what God hath done 
for their Souls, Pal. 66. 16. not for 
Oſtentation, but to commend the 
goodneſs of God; for the undeceiving 
of Souls who plauge themſelves with 
prejudices againſt the way of Holineſs; 
therefore it ſhould be made known to 


the World that tho they be ſometimes 
caft down yet are not deftroyed, perſecuted 
but not forſaken, 2 Cor. 4.8. tho' their 
ſtraits and tryals be many, yet as ma- 
ny deliverances, tho their Tribulations 
abound,yet their Con ſolations abound 
alſo ; tho the way to Heaven be nar- 
row,yet they never come to a narrow 
ſtep, but they are carried if they can- 
not go: For it's true tenderi eis of 


>re the 
Was Ol 
ily, © 
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> cheer 
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Conſcience to be {paring in publiſt.z g | 
our difficulties and griefs before the 
World, and more liberal in publiſhirg 
the loving kindneſs of the I ord + Fur 
if the heart of a Chriſtians be oppreſt 
with doubts and fears, out of the a- 
Aa, bundance of the heart the mcuth will 
op | ſpeak ; Some are ſo much diſquieted 

1 D 2 with 


( 68 ) TT. 
with conſtant fears of their own fouls 
ſtate, that they find it hard to be any 
way of a publick ſpirit, or concerned 
for the good of others: The fears 
of their own Vineyards being 
left deſolat and barren, makes them 
think it burdenſome to be keeping the 
Vineyards of others, Cant. I. 62 Even 
Godly Miniſters remaining ſometimes 
in doubts and fears of their own per- 
ſonal Salvation, find themſelves con- 
cerned to beware of this, leſt they be 


\ obſtructed in making full proof of their 


Miniſtry for gaining of ſouls, left they 
be fo fettered with fears of their own 
ſouls ſtate, that they cannot go freely 


out to ſpend and be ſpent for the ſa- 


ving of others, and leſt there be too 
much of their own perſonal fears and 
doubts publiſhed by what they ſpeak 


to a multitude, which ſometimes may 


prove dangerous to the Auditory , or 
not ſo proper and edify ing; tho it be 
the mercy of any people to have their 
- Miniſter much exerciſed unto Godli- 
neſs, 1 Tim. 4.7. as the moſt probable 
inſtrument of their fouls good, and 
. always 
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als always a loſs where it is not ſo: Yea 
ny ſuch Miniſters as have been in the 
ed depths, and much exerciſed about their 
ars | own Salvation, are in fo far beſt qua- 
ing liked to ſpeak to others in the like 
em condition; but eſpecially when God 
the | in his mercy hath drawn them out of 
a theſe depths, and fo comforted them- 
mes | {lves, that they may be now the ſons 
er- ot conſolation to the weary and fear- 
on- ful in heart „ AA, 4. 16. 2 Cor. . 4. 
: be | But paſſing this, ics unqueſtionably 
heir the duty of every Chriſtian to endea- 
hey | Your that his ſoul may be in caſe for 
wn | <mmending of God to others, that 
cely | he may be to the praiſe of the glory 
of his grace, which no manis ſo fitted 

too | 224 prepared for as the confirmed 
Rae Chriſtian , who knows he. partaketh 


W of his grace, and the favour of his 
"ow choſen. 

yy Fh. As true aſſurance of Salvation 

i1 bo 154 bleſſed help to make us rejoyce and 
heir | work righteouſneſs, and ro make the 


TY believer uſeful in his generation to 
” others; ſo it is a great help to ſuffer Ii 
cheerfully for his Names ſake, WhO 
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has ſecured him of a life above ſuffer. 
ings, and that the days of bis mournin 


(hal be ended, Iſa. 60. 20. This maketh 
him cordially ſay, I am not only ready 
to b: bound, but alſo to die for the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, A&s 21. 13. 


He died that I might live, and if I 


die, he will make me live; ſuffer I 
muſt if Iwill be godly, hated and per- 
{ecuted by ſome or other; and on this 
very account that believers faint not, 
their Head doth often allow them 
aſſurance of Heaven, ſay ing, Bleſſed 
are you when perſecuted for my 
Names ſake, rejsyce and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven, Mat, 
5- 12. Look up to it, look beyond your 
ſuiferiogs , you {hall loſe nothing at 
my hand, Heaven will pay you home, 
aire your ſelves you ſhall be there, 
and your reward is laid up there, and 
ic is greatindezd, being the fame pro- 
miled to Abram, I am thy exceeding great 
reward, Gen. 15. 1. Thus he is pleaſed 
in a ſpecial manner to ſtrengthen 


honeſt ſufferers, allowing the Spirit o 


God and glory to reſt upon them, 1 Pet. 
| 14 
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14. above many of their fellows: his 


dinarly well provided with aſſurance 
of a better life, in ſo much that they 
would not accept of deliverance, their 
confidence af a better world was ſo 
great, Hes. 11. 45- and the fore · taſte 
of it ſo ſweet, that they haſtened to be 
at home and poſſeſs all, and grieved to 
ſee others going before them; they 
knew they had death before them, but 
knew alſo who had overcome death for 
them; they knew ir would but haſten 
them where they deſired to be, know- 
ing they would never be fully well 
until they were in their Fathers houſe; I 
this aſſurance made them ſing in the 
flimes, and leap for joy when they 
were near theſe flames, their fiery 
Chariots to take them up to Heaven. 
But on the other hand, a doubting 
diſcouraged Chriſtian , tho a Chri- 
ſtian indeed, and one who knows 
he ſhould ſuffer any thing for Chriſt; 
yet if he have not good hope through 
grace that he (hall be better, and Iff 
not worſe after death, it's readie to Jil 
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throw him into great conſternation, I ſuranc 
when he is not able to face the doors of fl for the 
death, he dare neither die nor ſhrink Ithe (to 
from death, fo that the man is readie I ſome o 
to be overwhelmed between fear ofnoc ſe: 
fin, and fear of death: This fear off}a peop 
death did prevail over ſome for alyet bel 
time, to convince both themſelves andJry wan 
others of the great benefit of beingſtempta 
ſeaſonably aſſured of entering into reſt. they h 
If any ſhall fay, when God called ſrery mi 
to give publick teſtimony to his truth, [burden 
| anurance was then a great benefit, ſthe be 
but now in timss of p2ace the need ofpriefs f 
it is not fo great. they C: 
To this it's anſwered, that at this|tio a < 
day many Chriſtians are perſecutedſbe ſwee 
unto death for the truths ſake, andjudged 
where is our ſecurity that the ſame frite; 
cup ſhall not pais over to us? Theſif he ha 
{piric of perſecution yet liveth at homeſtine he 
and abroad, and theſe ro whom it'sÞho wil 
given to underitand the times, not tondem 
only diſcern the rod hanging over our ſuch bit 
heads, but many hands pulling it Fhatter: 
down, and when it cometh ſome will Nhat if 
better underſtand the need of this aſ-· iſerabl 
| ſuranceſ 
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on, furance, ard how good it had been 
s ol for them to have been ſcaled before 
ink che ſtorm came: And ſuppoſe that 
xdie ſome of us, eſpecially the aged, ſhould 
of not ſee the publick woes coming on 
r off]a people that will not be reformed, 
or ayer believers while in this vale of miſe- 
and iy want not ſuch griefs, trials and 
2ing temptations, as makes them know if 
reſt. they had no better hope, they were 
led very miſerable ; for beſides their daily 
uth, burden of a body of fin and death, 
lefit, tie believer is often diſtreſſed with 
d of feriefs from friends and foes , which 
they can neither we!l bear nor ſhun, 

this tho a Cottage in a Wilderneſs would 
uted ſbe ſweer to him, he is often reproached, 
and judged and condemned as a hy po- 
ſame Frite; what ſhall hold up the man, 
Theſthe have no hope that in a little 
ꝛome ſime he ſhall be in better company, 
1 it scho will neither tempt, grieve, nor 
not fondemn him? Sometimes he is in 

r Our uch bitter bodily pain, as makes him 
ng it fnatter as a Cran, then he thould think, 
; willphat if this pain were eternal, how | 
is al-Fhiſerable would I be? What do I BM 
rancey D 5 know A 
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know but my pain ſhall be greater in a 
another World? What do I knowbu 1 
{ Hall go out of pain into torment f n 
and fire unquenchable? Am J ſure Ko, 

that it ſhall not beſo with me? Had 20 
I any thing from God to fecure me, 122 
that the days of my mourning {hall ln 
be ended ? Irs remarkable that godly 222 
Hezekiah, when under pining ficknels, 322 
and fear of death, comes to no quiet ad ade 

in his ſoul until he can ſay chat fahl c 

' Lord in love had delivered him from - png 

the pit of corruption, and ca all bu ſin, | 

: bebind his back, Ila. 38. 17. his perſwafff f 

on of this ſets him forthwith a praik 3 * 

ing, with a reſolution to hold on. * 3 

| 6. As aſſurance of ſalvation is aþþ a 

| great comfort to a believer, in all the 1 

| affliting ſteps of his pilgrimage , fo ut K . 

it's uſefulneſs is moſt conſpicuowſ; e 

| when he muſt change his habication;Þ "54 

| then the confirmed ſealed believerf, 74 

hath the advantage of all others; for "pl 
he only can ſay, when I go through the 
vale, I will fear no evil, Pſal. 23. 4, Many 
find that at this time, when the be- 

liever is near the ſhore ſtorms andi d 

tempelts 
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v bul empeſts blow hardeſt. but the confirm- 

ent ed believer 15 38 A wall againſt the 
{ure ſtorm, this laſt ſtep is dark, and as 
* darkneſs it ſelf Job 10. 22. a ſtep that 
mel“e never make but once, and can te- 
ſhalllturn no more to tell one another how 
zodh we get thorow it; We are unac- 
* quainted with the dark doors of deach, 
quiet and are ready to have dark & ſtrange 
1t the apprehenſions where will that door 
from lead us? where go we next? We hear 


5 of an eternitie that we muſt enter into, 


Wy but what is that? we know leſs of it 
oraz ban of death it ſelf ( of which we 

have now and then ſome reſem- 

dlances) where will my eternity be? 
11 thel fear an eternity of anguiſh. What 
G91 know but this preſent death will 
ou" the door by which I muſt enter it? 
tion; » 
lievet 
3 for 
0 the 
Many 
e be- 


her, and finds it no other; the firſt 
ook whereof when the man is graſp- 
d and haled in by the door, begin- 
eth his Hell, from which there is no 
edemption : O! how ſweet to know 
hat when we come to enter theſe | 
lark doors of death, there ſhall a com-- BY 

| 1 855 fortable Al 
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fortable light ariſe upon us beyond word g 
them? and to know that we ſhall then way , 1 
have a truſty and able guide, who has out of 
gone through death himſelf, and wil fing ar: 
guide us even unto death, Pſal : 48, 14 which 
and through death, (for theſe words, ſtime, a 
guide us unto death, may be fafely/hnterta 
rendered according to the Original, arms w 
through, or over death, which is more fſent me 
comfortable unto the believer thanſſthus th 
unto death) how ſeaſonable a comfort Iteth his 
for the believer, when he can ſay, be ſyhom 
it ſo that death is as a land of darkneſs, O Lord 
and as darkneſs it ſelf,yet not ſo darkfſcomfor 
but my guide knoweth the way, he Mortal 
will ſee me, and I will ſee him; andſphing 
| uy I could not ſee him, yet he willwbere ; 
| do the part of a true guide, he willſfanlt tl 
lead and hold me by the hand whoſſto brir 
SG bringeth bis children to glory, Heb. 2. 10. hall ha 
To the darkneſs and ſtrangeneſs of ſpin, P 
that paſſage ſhould bemiſt me, yet no Lord hz 
enemy (hall have advantage to part nade n 
me from my guide, who hath under - Peritan 
taken to bring me to glory, and give e wor! 
me everlaſting life, and receive me iner it, 
te himſelf, therefore he will make * lou, C 
. wor 


C119 
word good, that I cannot periſh by the 
way, none ſhall be able to pluck me 
out of his hand ; into theſe everlaſt- 
wil ling arms I will now caſt my ſelf, to 
. 14 which I did betake m 
ords, time, and found my ſelf accepted and 
ſafely ntertained there, theſe everlaſting 
inal, Arms will bear me up to Heaven, & pre- 
more ſſent me ſafe without ſport or wrinkle: 
than Ichus the confirmed believer commit- 


70nd 
then 
O has 


nfort teth his ſpirit freely into his hands, of 


y, beſwhom he can ſay, theu haſt redeemed me, 
cneſs, O Lord God of truth, Pſal. 31. 5. How 
dark comfortable is it to hear any dying 
y, he Mortal, beholding death, and trium- 


andſphing over it, and ſaying, O deatb, 


will wbere 3s thy Hing? 1 Cor. 15. 54. What 
2 will ranſt thou do? If thou be imployed 
| whoſſto bring down this Tabernacle, I 
2. 10. ſhall have a better, fo that to die 5s my 
eſs ok gen, Phil. 1. 21. I know it, for the 
ret no lord hath wrought me for it, he hath 
part nade me meet to partake of the in- 
inder · Peritance of the Saints in light, ſhal: 
d giveſſie work me for it, and make me meet 


me inÞor it, and ſhall I not poſſeſs it? And 
ke his, O death, what harm canſt 3 4 


word 
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do me, thou art now mine ( for it leaſerh 


ſaid, death is yours) 1 Cor. 3. 22. Tha d2nce | 


art now for my advantage, when tho * 
getteſt down this old houſe, for I cant * 

not get in to the new untill I get ou 2 i 
of the old: And whatever ſtrang$”"5®? ? 
noiſe thou mayeſt make about mi wo 7 
ears, when this old tabernacle is pul HO 

ling down, yet thou art doing me 
good ſervice, for I deſire to be clotbed 
upen with my better houſe which is abovt, | ee. 
2 Cor. f. 2. And wh itever noiſe thou ray . 
make about me, if it were to fri, hte ky 
me at the hour of that great revolu- fob f 
tion by death, yet I thall fear no ill 7 
knowing who will be with me, thou ng 
death and I ſhall be very ſhort while — 

|} together, Iam none of the Priſoners bY 7" 
Ii thouhaſt power to detain, and what-T Akt 
[} over thou canſt do by thy Ghoſtly grim| 
looks and ſhrugs, yet when they come, ff; 
I ſhall ſoon hear the melody of my 
own Countrey,and fear thee no more; 
this is a part of the Believers own ad- T 
vantage by true aſſurance of Salvation, 


that he is prepared for Death and ing 
Judgment; but it is not all, for if iff? de 
V OE pleaſet 


t 
0 . 
K* 


— — —— — — — — ac ww GET ME... 
u_ 


* 
. * 


179 RE 
Pleaſeth the Lord to continue his con- 
Tho dence, and give him an abundant 
ntrance into the Kingdom of God; 
he firſt fruits of Heaven dropping 
lo H upon the departing ſoul, fome- 
ane ing of Heaven meeting them in the 
: . ery paſſage, and if good providence 
dul No them the uſe of their tongue to 
PU peak, what they behold and feel, it's 
? z ot only comfortable to themſelves, 
ut hath been often made a bleſſing to 
"Þthers : ſome having it to ſay that the 
ively and Heavenly expreflions of. 
volume believers departing in the joys 
_ ff the Holy Ghoſt, were the firſt nieans 
** od made uſe of for piercing their 
ey jearts, and giving them ſerious ime 
reſſions of the life to come; for ſome 
hriſtians when a dying, and breath- 
g after Heaven, have by their ex- 
-2e Peſſions breathed fo ſweet a favour 
A f it, as by the bleſſing of God hath 
2 armed the hearts of many, obſerving 
” uch ſparkles of the glory to be re- 
n de fealed, let out out on thoſe who were 
h and eſting to partake of it: But now it 
. ſay be obſerved with grief, that moſt 
men 


tho! 
Can 
t Ou 


oners 
what- 
/ grim 


* * 


— — 
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men called Chriſtians die as they havfeaven, 


lived, ſecure in their life, and fecurgoaly ſc 
at their death, dead alive, and deadly afl 
dying; and if ſome doubts when alivepproact 
the ſame when they are dying; ie bord: 
preſumptuouſly confident in their lifeeir cot 
the ſame when they are departing thiffives, yet 
life; which is at this day a darkningſo muc 
cloud upon Religion, that when ongind wh 
neighbour comes to ſee another die, he dare 
finds no more edification by his deat dying 
than by his life, but returns eitheſ his Sav 


more grieved, or more hardned iſpn is cer 


his ſin; eſpecially if the dying mapfriſt. Th 
hath been in repute for Religion, findſr fo oft. 
ing the man able to ſpeak of othevards ſy 
things, but nota tongue to ſpeak fire to 
word for God, or exciting others tÞn,the \ 
holineſs, nay not ſo much appearnſie dyir 
as humbling for former fins, they an com: 


now commonly on death-beds ſo pid to c 


from commending the riches of gracfe:ms y 


or commending of Chriſt to orhereven, © 


that neither ſenſe of ſin nor merqFr you c 
appears And if at ſometimes Proſq no aſſu 
ſors depart with ſome expreſſions I as afli 


confidence, that they are going red of i 


Heayvet 


) 


haveaven, yet their confidence is com- 
curgonly ſo bare, ſo withered fo unlike 
deadly aſſurance, ſo unſuitable to their 
liveÞproaching change, or any thing like 
; jffc borders of Hz2aven, that however 
 lifeſeir confidence may pleaſe them« 
g thifives,yet is no way edifying to others: 
zin ſo much that beholders are at a 
1 onfind what to think or ſay of them, 
lie hey darenocjudz2 uncharitably when 
deatſe dying man ſays he has confidence 
eitheſ nis Saviour, for if this be true, the 
ed in is certainly ſafe, if a believer in 
| maſſiriſt. There is none more concerned, 
, find ſo often difficulted how to carry 
othefrards ſuch perſons as Miniſters who 
denk Fire to be faith ful to the ſouls of 
ers ita, the Miniſter will readily enquire 
earinfiie dying man be afraid to die, the 
icy aſa commonly anſwers, he is not 
ſo Mid to die If it be replyed, that 
f gracſſeems you have ſome aſſurance of 
othen ven, or at leaſt hope to be well 
merdFc you die; the ſick ofcen faith he 
Prold no aſſurance, he does not look fo 
ions M as aſſurance, he thinks few are 


ding fred of Heaven; if he be urged far · 


Jeaſef ther, 


% | (8r) | 
ther, why he is not afraid to die, haſiten fou 
ing no aſſurance of Heaven? He affeath- be 
ſwereth, I truſt in my Saviour, arÞbrilt of 
therefore am not afraid to die, but id very 1 
agaſſurance I nevec thought on it: Fecting 
| he be warned of the danger of a deqhuilty of 
Foaich, and that the Scripture gives $ices, fc 
account of may going to death pen any 
; ſumptuouſly,and thereby a lye in theifeſt w: 
right hand, Luk. 13. 25. Iſai. 44. Made fe 
' who in ſtead of entering Heaven, fufonfiden 
the Gates ſhut on them: If a Miniſſhem of 
be thus plain with them, then thhhpentatic 
are ready to ſay, would the Miniltfpfar as 
have me to doubt of my Salvatioqheir ſou 
Would he have me to go to deaſlis man 
ö doubting ? Would he have me to qͥluranc 
ſpair? This their vain confidengnd unw 
(even when they deny aſſuraneſence be 
hardens them from any ſearch in Mord to 
the matter: the man ftill ſays over aqith the 
over again, I truſt in Chriſt, whidriſts 
' confeſsis an awful word for a Minillf mar 
or any other to deal with; for no mg dm 
muſt take in hand to diſcourage tri riſt he 
ing in Chriſt, nor peremptorily Pres, i 
judge of the hearts of men ; * e then 
| | 4 


m. ͤ—ui -r, ̃¶ͤB)XÄ mom 
— — — 
— —— — 


| '( $2 
hatten found that the men who on their 
e aficath-beds, have this of truſting in 
Chriſt often in their mouths, have live 
ut Id very unſuitable to ſuch truſt, ne- 
t: Beating molt neceſſary duties, and 
a deqhuilty of many bad and offenſive pra- 


ves $ices, for which they have never gi- 


h prgen any ſign of repentance : But the 
1 theſafeſt way is, if poſſible, to get them 
14, Pade ſenſible of che vanity of their 
n,hofonfidence, and faithfully to warn 
iniſtfhem of their danger. Its for a la- 


1 thentation, that ſo many in this age 


iniſtfÞo far as can be diſcerned, breath out 
2tionfieir ſouls into another world, after 
deaſtbis manner, conſe 
to Alurance of Heaven, and yet fearleſs 
fidenfind unwilling to let their blind confi- 
rancÞence be brought to the light of Gods 
zh in Nord to be tried: when they are urged 
Jer aÞith the neceſſity of converſion from 
which Thriſts own mouth, Fob. 3. 3. Except 
Ainill man be born again be cannot ſee the 
no ming dom of God, or, if any man be in 


e tr briſt he is a new creature, or ſuch SCrip=- 
Yrily res, it may be obſerved that they 


yer e then as dumb as if they were 
4 N 


ſpeechleſs 


fling they have no 


. — —< — 
_— — 


— 
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ou . 
. a» 
. —— > a ai or dE: = A te en oc es Doo eu 


rr 


_ diſcourſes; ſo that the firſi thing 


and progreſs of it was ſtill aſſurano 


nat, their neck as an Iron Sinew,at 
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ſpeechleſs already, and oftengive ſip 
of their wearying and diſlike of ſu ( 
ſhall hear again is, Itru#F, Itruſt; a 

all that — of this truſt is, the Nei 
truſt Chriſt will bring them to Hear 1 
this is all their faith the firſt beginni neal 
theſe ti 
useithe 
ep, Or 
comp 
) throug 


ſuch as it is: This fort of faith or co 
fidence we have deſcribed, 1/az. 48. 
They will tay themſelves upon the God 
Iſrael, and yet we find they are b 
hypocrites; for verſ. 1. they mi 
mention of the God of I/rael, but 
in truth: And verſ. 4. they are ob! aly Gh, 


their brow as Braſs: yet thus we m 
take our laſt melancholy farewell 
many of our acquaintances profeſſ 
to ſtay themſelves upon God, and ſl; oke 
their neck as an Iron Sine w, and tg, 7 
brow Braſs; and that now there 4 1 
ſo few edifying at the time of th 
death, as in the days of old, de BfR 
by 


at he ſi 
Kcept 1 
Wray es 


preſage yet a greater forſaking, ac ice b. 


1 n laid 
CH Ann dan 


the life of Religion. 
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3 af by ſo few attain unto Aſſurance. 


„ the 


ear however neceſſary and com- 


"WP fortable this aſſurance be, yet few 
""Ftheſe times appear to have it; moſt 
* 1 us either thoughtleis of eternity, and 
1 1p, or if wakened, then nothing 
r complaints and doubts: Let a man 
e N chrough any Congregation or So- 
but EV among us, and how few (hall he 
> ob walking in the comforts of the 
. oly Ghoſt, Ad. 9. 3 r. or that dare 
e Ve is aſſured of ſalvation, & knows 
at he ſhall enter into reſt, Heb, 4. 3. 

kcept it be ſuch whoſe confidence 
and Rorayes it ſelf by a bad practice, not 
"4 $0 of God, but ſuch as he will re- 
d Fer. 2. 37. and no wonder it be 
if the reaſons of it be pondered, 


— ry wy ow» 
- 


ere 4 " 
of th” 


d, Ufa, Few have true Godly Aſſu- 
>! © Bhce, becauſe few have any founda- 


H. 


n can be laid than Jeſus Chriſt, 


In laid for it, tho no other founda- 
1 Cor. 


— 


1 (87 ) , 
x Cor. 3. 11. Yet few either belief 5 7 
that he is the foundation, or build of "<7, hi 
that foundation; upon juſt trial be full 
would be found, that many calle ere 15 a 
Chriſtians do not believe there is P. 2 7? 
Chriſt, or any ſalvation by bim, Jr 
8. 24. far leſs that there is a way Efore tk 
be aſſured of it, they neither conti Chri 
die it, nor believe it: And if it be {af © Fe 
that theſe cannot be called Chriſtian vet 
and therefore why ſhould Chriſtiale '"® * 
be charged with it? I grant that tic be a 
are but Chriſtians in name, ard thef' man 
are many ſuch amor g us, who hafte of! 
little more than the name, Rev. 3. U 
Wold God the infidelity of Chrise“ 15 i 
ans were laid to heart; for by ured e 
perpicious root, many are inſentiſÞ,"* 
periſhing,and in vain to ſpeak tothe hold 
of Aſſurance by a Saviour, whom: re the | 
do not believe to be a Saviour, e Lor 
5. 38. It may be obſerved, that thy 
man layeth the danger of his own aſſur. 
fidelity to heart, until Gd in met ed te 
make men ſerious and concerned 
their eternal ſtate, and then thed 


dulty is found to believe it firmly: 


* 


R 


(8 ) 

, ſhere is a Saviour, Joh. 20. 25. anda 
ey be fully ſatisfied and confirmed that 
calchere is Jeſus to fave them from their 
e ic , 1 Tim. 1. 5, ſome knowing that 

, Fe ir many years they prefeſied Chriſt 
» fore they firmly nay lim to be 
C Ckriſt, Fob, 6. 
de fall 2: Few are awed of Salvation, 
cauſe few are living upon Salvation, 
riſti⸗ je who doth not partake of it can ne- 
at ther be aſlured of it, Pſal. 119. 177. 
4 cheſ man can be aſſured that he is in a 
o hate of grace, who has no grace qor 
er was found in the practice of it; 
gow is it poſſible that a man can be 
ured ot Heaven, who is never found 
the way leading to it? Who can 
Fnold us in this age, and ſay, theſe 
Je the boly people, the redeemed of 
e Lord? Ja. 62. 12. What can an 
*Farthly minded carnal man deſire to 
aſſured of? What world he have 
aled to him, if it be not that bis _ 


eil uren in the earth ? Jer. 17.1 3. H 
* ad not think to have it ſealed = 
iy of that bis name is written in Heaven, 


Heb. | 


qherc) highly valued, when they ccme 


Nee "on 


— 
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Heb. 12, 23. where he has no cothr Hea 
verſe, never riſes higher than the earthfou part 
he lays up no treaſure in HeavenK;jnts in 
Mat. 6. 20. What can be ſealed t 3. M. 
him, but that his portion and treaſurqf this n 
is with his heart in this earth, Mat. ö ey cat 
21. Weuld ye have the God of trut wing r 
to ſeal a lie to you? Would you had cha 
him to give you a falſe peace, whilq g 22. 1 
you are ſtill at peace with your ſin 0 Judg 
Think vou to have his face ſhining onfo;ment 

you, While your backs. are on him Ie Fre ;; 
Ia 57.21. Muſt he g've you comforthhe greg 
whenvcu Care not now you gricve ws of, 


his Spirit? I/. 63. 10. No, no, he wil no. 
. * : 5 
not deceive you, tho you would def} fire 
_ | 
ceive your ſelves; he tells us tichfulf} e in 


ly that quietneſs and aſſurance fo} tab 


ever is the effect of ighteculneſs, Ja th te 
32. 17. No doubt aſſurar ce of Hea ,,, 2 
ven, or ſuch a Heaven as you wou hu 
have, would be very pleaſing to you 8 
but were it poſſible you had aſſurancq tart L 
of Heaven as you live, it would do yo fiens 
more hurt than good, feeding you 1 2 
pride and obduration in the ſervice « afſurs 
fin, you will be otherwiſe wrou Enfort 


— — AL — 


01 


thou partake of chat inheritance of the 
venÞcints in light, 2 Cor. 5.5. Col. 1. 12, 


d te 


at, 6 
rut 
hav: 
vhile 
ſin 

g 0 

11m 

1fort 
ricve 
e Wil 
de 
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r Heaven, and made meet for it, e re 


— — 


3. Many find no need of comfort 


ſurf this nature, having no fear of Hell, 


ey care for no aſſurance of Heaven, 
wing no more fear of the wrath of 
50d than if they had never ſinned, _ 
2.22.13. no mcre than if there were 
o judgment to cc me, or a place of * 
orment, where the werm dieth not, and 
be fire is unquenct ble Mark 9.44. Tho 
e great Judge 1:25 given faithful war- 
ag of this five times ina few Lines, Mar. 
z. how many are now tormented in 
fire, who never feared it before they 


e init? and multitudes following, 


take no warning to flee from the 
ich to come: few now crying out 
at ſhall I do tobe ſaved? Act. 16. 30. 
v humbled, few judging and con- 
:mning themſelves; the broken in 
eart, and contrite in ſpirit, are now 


amfort unto, or bind up the ir wounds, 


ſigns and wonders, J. 8.18. thęre- 
re few prepared for ſuch a comfort 
zaſſurance, few mourners to reſtars+ * 


Jo 3 


| ( 90 
J. 57. 18. few wounded ſpirits, but 
uch as people can eaſily heal them] and! 
ſelves; but the conſolations of God arg new. 
prepared for mourners. , 11. 22 
4. Many having never taſted of ſpi4 b Þi 
ritual comfort, and knowing nothing] £??- 
of the benefit of aſſurance, are ſatisfied be in 
without it, they are not ſenſible of any Lance 
loſs for want of it, tho' they ſhould mak i 
lire and die without it, for they kno and 
nothing of the matter, and deſire id them 
hear nothing of it, Zepb. r. 12. Info ly ple 
much that it may be with grief obſer they | 
ved, that when Miniſters are Preachſ other 
ing on the Doctrine of Aſſurance, moſſ P90! 
| of bearers give ita deaf ear, if the 5 not 
were exhorted not to fear or troub f ſelves, 
F - themſelves with doubts (tho' this w I titude 
a betraying of Souls to exhort all ltrang| 
de confidently aſſured of Heaven, ge br it. 
ly or ungodly, Ezck. 13. 22. Andvf} F. 1 
will be to ſuch as are thus guilty of &'*!s, u 
| ceiving immortal ſouls)yer ſuch couſſtheir f 
+ fel would have a more ready receptioſ or wa 
than to hear that Aſſurance muſt | ſcience 
the fruit of Righteouſneſs, Fer. 5. s not 
That they mult examine their Faigf*pret! 
3 33. 5. 


— 


— — — — 
. GT OE EI noe 


but 


＋ newed Image, and true holineſs, 2 Cor 


II. 22. and that this muſt be witneſlec 
f ſpi by his Spirit, and our Conſciences 
chind Ebb. 4. 24+ Rom. 8. 16, they cannot 
islied be in charity with ſuch coſtly aſſn- 


fan 


knoul and comforts more comfortable tc 
jre id them had with leſs ado, its only earth- 
Inſo H pleaſures they are acquainted with, 
obſer] they neither know, nor will know any 
reachl other: this is the very caſe of many 


e. mol} POOr ſouls, all is taſteleſs to them, that: F 
fthe ls not earthly ard ſenſual like them, 
rob ſelves, 2 Tim. 3.4. and therefore mul 
is w [iudes of men called Chriſtians, remain 
all ſtrangers to it, becauſe they care not 


nd. 5. Too many, who are not fo life- 3 
; of a lleſs, withered and unconcerned fol 
h cour'beir future ſtare , but appear grieved 


-epriot for want of aſlurance, yet their Con- 


muſt | 


— — Soto 


„ - 
and Practice, that Geds Seal is his re 


rance, when confidence of their o ẽW1 | 
ould making may be had much cheaper 


ſcience mey witneſs that due diligence 
. is not given for obtaining it, though } 
ir Faifexpreſly required by the Lord, 2 Cor. 
$3 5. I would know where that ſe- 
E 2  J10us 


| e 
riousChriſtian is 2 under fears 
and doubts of his Salvation, that wants g.: 
this Witneſs within himſelf, and againſt 
himſelf for his negligence in labouringſ. '7- 
to have his Calling and Election made . = 
fure ; but that he either doth not al. Bog. > 
low competent time to ſearch ou n 15 
grounds for his aſſurance, or that he 1 
has been ſuperficial in that time he did 2 Ge 
allow, 1 Sam. 3.13. or that he is guil- 3 
ty of indulging ſome particular ſins, 
that himſelf knows will obſtruct ki" 
| aſſurance ; ſo that he can hardly beginf; 
to think on it, but theſe fins ſtare him 
in the face, whereupon commonly all 
ftarther diligence for aſſurance is ſu- 
þ perceded,-P/a. 40. 12. and the man ſoſ Io 
damped that he can go no further: I. 
do not ſay that all fin in a Believer if 
- Inconſiſtent with true aſſurance, fo 
then no man on earth could be aſſurec 
but there are ſome fins inconſiſtent \ 
with actual comfortable aſſurance, tha. 5: 
are not inconſiſtent with a ſtate d. 
; mm grievous ſins have beet: 
ometimes found with Believers, ( 
| which they have repeated, 2 Sam.1 une 


or witl 


[pa 


— 


— 
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feats 


Antsmeir ſtate has been ſafe, but untill 


ainft they truly repent, the joy of Salvation 
ring : s 

is a ſeeking and gone, Pſal. 5 1. 12. fo 
that they cannot command it, untill 


** God graciouſly reſtore it. Nor do I 


. — we can make aſſurance to our ſelves, 


| ſor God in his Soveraignty may give, 
— or withhold it at his pleafure ; but the 
A * ulpable cauſe lyeth at our own door 

ey our negligence , and this the very 


gy onſciences of many Believers wit- 


Ny all 
is lu- 
lan ſe 


dur doubts remain. 


— ience that our gracious God alloweth 
= Gl oft of his choiſe comforts, and parti- 
"2 ularly this of aſſurance of his love, 
\Giſten$222 ſufferers for his Names ſake, 

ce, th Mat. 5. 12. 2 Tim. 3. 12. Now there 


no godly man, tho' free of publick 
Perſecution, chat while he converſerh 
ith finful men in this world, that 
anteth occaſion to ſuffer tor righte. 


i 39 
m. 
=: 


| 93 f | 
iz and by the tender mercies of God, 


lay that when we are truly diligent, . | 


It's obvious by Scripture and Expe- | 


uſnefs fake, while the ſeed of the 1 
3 Serpent 


neſſeth, and therefore when we fol- 
bow not Gods direction, it's Juſt that 


1540 
Serpent continueth at work, vea while 
corruption remains in the Godly, by 
theſa corruptions they will be put to 
ſüffer at one anothers hands; with 
how few (hill we converſe in this 
world, but we ſhall either com- 
ply wich them in ſome fin, or be ob- 
noxious to their diſpleaſure 2 And 
when we chuſe the ſinful part to avoid 
the ſuffering, how can we expect the 
comforts of the Holy Ghoſt ? eſpeci- 
ally when this way of (inning is ordi- 
| Nary- 
Ik this be ſeriouſly pondered,itwill 
be found to influence the fears and 
| doubtsof many, yea to miniſter grounds 
for doubting : How hard is it now to 
converſe with men, without either 


| doinghurt, or getting hurt, Pſal. 1 2. 2. 


So that frequently the maſt ſerious 
Chriſtian returneth from converſe 
with others, with a condemning 
Conſcience, that he hath not been 
more edifyinz , or that he hath not 
witneſſed ag inſt ſome evils he obſerv- 
ed in others; but it is yet worſe, when 
men contrary to the light of their 
Con- 
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onſciences, for Bo of ſome appear. 
ing hurt, do comply with that, which 
hey know to be evil, or when fear if 
hey ſhall not comply, but ſtand to 
heir light, and profeſſed principles, 
t may deprive them of ſome promoti- 
n, honour or gain they yield to the 
inning fide, rather than want that 
lonour or gain: this cannot be vin» 
licated from ſome degree of denying 
be Lord before men, 2 Tim. 2, 12. elpe- 
ally when it's done before the tace 
f the world: This man er of fianing 
hich is frequent in this age, doth ei- 

er ſear mens Conſciences, or lay a 
oundation for many doubts after- 
yards, for hereby the, Conſcience is 
iſabled to witneſs for them, but ra- 
her according to its office muſt reſtifie 
gainſt them. 

So alſo men run into 


the ſame woe 


nd ſnare, by comply ing with bad H 


ractices, when a man who is a ſtran- 
er to the bonds of Religion, tempts 
n unwatchful Chriſtian to ſome ſin- 
il action, before he diſpleaſe his 
eighhour, he will jeyn wits- bim in 


: . 

* f Jin. ' 
* 6 , 
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| 
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fin, Pſal. 5o. 16. and do as he doegfh,.q to 


liberty as well as other men, he will 


if his Neighbour deſire him to ſtayſſcg,;ſc; 
late, and drink wich him to exceſs, gaining 
till Wine inflame them, he will nothf then 
refuſe his Neighbour, he will not haveſened 
him to think he is fo ſtrait-laced withſhink it 
his Religion, but that he can take 


Vetter, 
o piet: 
lying 
ion, a. 
tor his 
Aim ou 


not have him to think we are made 
unconverſable with our Religion, h 
will rather run to the ſame exceſs o 
riot with him, Rom. 15. 2. And 


this he will do, rather than ſuffer Ifthe! 


frown from his profane Neighbour, oſ So a 
loſe ſome advantage that he hath iſcurſin 

proſpect by him: for a man doth b do) the 
cheat himſelf ard his neighbour alſaſ:gainſt 
when he pretends that his complyyhis nei, 
ance is to make his neighbour, or thqan þ 
ſtranger, to have a good opinion aſpeighb 
the fearers of God, that they are foſunconc 


humane ſociety as well as others: foſh word 
Whatever be his pretenſions, yet thqhonou 
intent and teadency of his ſinful wocvill 1 


and comply ance, is to make the pro O ach: 
fanc man think, that Profeſſors offmerry 


| Religion can be as profane as himſellffome l 


£ 
. A 
: 


ang 


( 97.) f 
does ind to be men of no Principles or 
onſcience: whereby in ſtead of 
el ining him to have a good opinion 
| NOM them, Ezeke 16. 54. he is more har- 
Weſſened in his own way, and made to 
Wilhink it as good as theirs, and rather 
takepetter, becauſe he makes no pretence 
' Wihho piety, and thus the declining com- 
adqpy ing Profeſſor deeply wounds Reli- 
n, Marion, and prepareth a gnawing worm 
15 Offor his own Conſcience, which cuts 
nd a; out of peace, and comfortable hope 
ffer Af the favour of God. | 
ur, og So alſo, if the profane man fall a 
ith igcurſing and ſwearing ( as often they 
th buſdo) the other knows he ſhould witneſs 
* AlloÞvzinſt it, and not ſuffer ſin to ly on 
mplyJhis neighbour, Lev. 19. 17. yet rather gj 
or than he will diſpleaſe his ſwearing 
on Aeighbour, he will fit ſtill by him as 
re foſſunconcerned, as if there had not been 
s: fok word ſpoken amiſs, and Gods diſ- 
et thfh6nour nothing concerned; yea he 
I worlkfwill not only hear many deſperate # 
ae ProfOaths without reſentment, and be as 
lors omerry as the ſwearer himſelf ; hut 
imſelſſſome Profeſſors of Religion decline ſo 
and Es ik 
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to be the more pleaſing to his profane 
neighbour, to the great diſhonour of 
God. will fall a ſwearing himſelf for 
companies fake. 
inſtances might be given of the guilt 


pleaſing of men rather than God, 
whereby when their Conſciences are 
awakened, they cannot deliver them- 
ſelves from fear and terrors that they 
have been forſaken of God, and will 
be forſaken and denyed by Chriſt in 
che great day of Judgment, for abt con- 
Hing bim before men, Mat. 10. 33. 

But it's not only complyance with 
profane men, that giveth many Chri- 
itians ground for doubting, but our 
unfaithfulneſs to one another, by with- 
holding neceſſary admonition and re- 
proof , When we know our brother 
needeth it, for the good of his foul, 
Prov. 6, 23. but becauſe of a petty Pl. 
tiful fear that we ſball incur his dif. 
pleaſure, we have not the honeſty to 
adventure on our known duty, thus 
We betray both his ſoul and our own, 


| _ 
| faſt, and are ſo far left of God, that 


Many lameatable 


and ſnares that men fall into by their 


0 conte 


ord ( 
ound 
und, 
eep a \ 


hat the 


Tved 1 


egrees 


ould b 
hriſtia 
n Cc 
is gull 
here 11 
onſcie 
eit cot 
einca] 
Laſtly 
30. W 


On 
nd ſo procure a condemning Conſci- 


nce, which can do nothing but wit- 
eſs againſt us, if it be not feared. I 
ad not inſiſted ſo long on this, but 
able That God in this age, is much pro- 
zuilt Boked by this manner of ſinning, to 
heir eprive us of comfort, and particularly 
70d, ny aſſurance of his love, when we 
are il ſuffer nothing for his ſake, refuſing 
em- h confeſs him before men, that direful 
hey ord (I will deny bim) will not only 
will ound to dearth eternally, when its 
t in und, but hath in this life given ſo 
con ep a wound to the hearts of many, 
„, Pat their recovery could not be ob- 
with red in this life; therefore all the 
hri- egrees of this manner of ſinning 
our fould be carefully avoided by every 


re- tun Conſcience, yet many are under 
cher His guilt, either publickly or privatly, 
oul, Hhere it's litcle noticed, fo that their 
pi. Fonſcience can bear no witneſs for 
| diſ. eir comfort, and while it is ſo; they 
Y to Ftincapable of true aſſurance. 
thus Laſtly, grieving of the Spirit, Eph. | 
30. whereby the Believer is ſealed 
| tO 


hriſtian who values the quiet of his 


100 by 
to the day of redemptioa , deprivet 
many of that comfortable ſealing; and hich is 
tho' this grieving be ſpoken after the is 1. E. 
| manner of men, yet it ſhould be taken 8. 20, 
as a very piercing word,ſhewing how $6.9. 2 
deeply he reſents it, and that being by his g 
thus provocked he will withdraw, Ho. ifving 
F. IF. and carry as one grieved, not lis be ir 
coming near, nor lifting up his coun- , His 
tenance, as upon other Believers, nor Pb. 4. 
as formerly upon themſelves ; he will Þbereby 
let them know that he noticeth how ſwpt ion 
unconcerned they are for grieving ofy Spirit 
him, he will let them cry, and they ſprovock 
# ſhall not know that he regardeth their fal the 
cry, Prov.-1. 28. He will let them d to c 
doubt, and fear he has no love to them: t that 
This untender dealing with the Spirit nan kn 
of Grace, not regarding him in his Mord, 
work, makes many a poor foul go pony 
brth hi 


[3 mourning from day to day, and can» 
jet wh 
o dark 


not eaſe their ſmart, taking counſel in 
© their ſouls, but ſtill ſorrow in their 
1 heart, being deprived of the joy of his ſpeſs, th⸗ 
# Salvation, 5 |, CO! 
8 The Spiric of Grace, who only can Pod, 

ical and aſſure the Believer, is grieved Ff bis H 
\ many 
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any ways, but moſt of all in that 
hich is his ſpecial and proper work ; 
is 1- Enlightning the mind, Eph. 1.17, 
8. 2ly, His convincing work, Job. 
6.8. 3h, His ſtrengthening for work 
y his gifts Eph. 3. 16. 4H, His ſan- 
titving work, 2 Theſ. 2. 13. fly, 
is being the Comforter, John 14.26. 
„ His being the Sealer of his people, 


veth 
and 
the 
ken 
now 
eing 
Hoſ. 
not 
bun- 
nor 
will 
how 
g of ly Spirit be grieved in his work, it 
they 
heir 
hem 
em: 
pirit 
his 
| go 
Cane 
el in 
their 
f his 


bereby ye are ſealed unto the day of Re- 


d to come fo near as to give light 


nan knows it to be light from Gods 


can 
ved ff bis Holy Bpirit, Ila. 63. 10. S 
any 


pb. 4. 30. Grieve not the Holy Spirit, 
pt ion: Now whatever way the Ho- 


rovocketh him not to confirm and 
al them: As firſt, when he is pleafo 


or that which is a mans duty, and the 


Nord, and Spirit, and may be, was 
rying before, that God would ſend * 
orth his light and truth to guide him; 
et when it comes, he hath ſuch a love 
o darkneſs, and the works of dark- 
„, that he will follow his own coun- 
|, contrary to the counſel given of Þ 
od , this rebelling is called a vexing 4 
o when 


be 


— (102) 
he giveth thee clear light againſt x 
particular ſin, ſaying, Oh 1 ds not thi 
abominable thing Jer. 44. 4. yet tho 
committeſt that very ſin, and doſt of- 
| ten caſt duſt in the face of light, to put 
it out, chat thou mayeſt not fee it to 
be a fin, and all through the love that 
thou haſt to the ſin it ſelf; this is a 
grieving of the Spirit in his enlight- 
ning work. 

2. When he cometh ſo near as to 
| convince thee of thy {inf 1 ſtate, and 
| fin already committed, thou wilt not 
take with thy ſin, but pleads thou art 
innocent, Fer. 2. 35. Thou art not 
the man that needeth conviction, re- 
ſiſting him ſo far as thou arc able, in 


ſl 
11 
"1 


© vinciig. Or 2. If thou canit not de- 
ny ſchy fin, yet thou caſteſt a covering 
of thy own over it, but not of Gods 
1 aking, Je: 30. 1. and thereby thou 
Freſiſts him in his work, that convicti- 
Jon and reproof may take no impteſ. 
von, but be rendered uſeleſs for thy 
good. Or 3, When thou doſt indu- 


Mtciouſly ſleep away thy convictions, 


his proper work of reproving and con- 


ithout 
em, the 
Spirit, 
g wor 
3. So 
rd hat 
ſome 
mt 201 
glory 
Its to t 
to the J 
jeves tf 
bing of 
m to 
ich he 
ſe me 
from b 
is C 
duty 
is ag 
unbel!: 
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frequ 
his po 
PI 
readit 
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103 
thout any rational ſatisfaction to 
em, thereby thou laboureſt to quench 
Spirit, 1 Theſ. 5. 18. in his convin- 
g Work. 
z. So alſo when the Spirit of the 
rd hath ſignally ſtrengthned thee 
r ſome work he gave thee to do, his 
rit working mightily ; yet thou takeſt 
glory of tl. at ſtrength, and theſe 
is ro thy ſelf, not aſcribing ſtrength 
to the Lord, Pal. 68. 34. Thus thou 
eves the Spirit by ſacrilegious pro- 
bing of his gifts, and proſtituting of 
m to the ſervice of thy vain glory, 
ich he gave for his own glory; all 


. ſe mercies being for him, as well 


from him. So alſo, 2. When a Chri- 
mn is convincingly ſtrengthned for 
duty far above his own ſtrength, ' 


off is again calicd ro new work, yet 


unbelievingly draws back, and will 
engage in it, notwithſtanoing of 
frequent experience he gave him 
his power in making ſtrong when 
„Pſal: 18. 2. 2 Cor. 12. 10. and 

readineſs to help : This grieves and 
Vokes the Spirit to help the man 
| » no 
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no more, 1 Theſ. 5. 19. ſince he wil d in tt 
not truſt him, after he knows that hiſpo long 
former performances was not by bipmes to 
might, nor power, but by the Spirit of t. rrh, 
Lord, Zech: 4. 6. Fhich p 

4. When the Spirit of the Lord ine grie 
exciting thee to holineſs, not onlfrtainm 
pointing out the way particularlyſom hi 
wherein, and how thou mayeſt be ding 
come more ſpiritual and holy, but rai Jolineſs 
ing inclinations in thy heart towarſfiered 
it, by his ed movings upon th is d 
ſoul : yet thou doſt not readily anqeave c 
thankfully comply with them; h@Wenc 
comes ſo near as to ſtrive with theſd 3. 
for thy good; yet ſo long as thoſendin 
canſt thou ſtriveſt againſt thy owiface, 
good, ſo that he is provocked to ſayÞ keep 
Spirit will no more ſtrive with theeÞmetin 
Gen. 3.6. Its granted that God whe! 9. 
he will worketh irreſiſtably, and alÞmetin 
the truly ſanctiſied partake of his grafts tha 
{ cious irreſiſtible operations, otherwilÞ that 
they would rebell to the end as welfalvatic 
as others: Yet even the ſandiifiedarf 5, 
+ found too often grieving the Holde con 
Spirit, by what remains yet unſanaÞa gri 


—— — 
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> Wi! d in theut, Cant. 5. 3. and are found 
at hiÞo long ſecurely aſleep, even when he 
y lipmes to them with his ſweet ſmelling 
of thy rrh, they are not ready for it, | 
hich provocks him to withdraw as 
rd ine grieved, becauſe of the cold en- 
onlukrtainment he meeteth with even 
larlyſom his own. And 2. By not de- 
+ befrnding on the Spirit of Holineſs, for 
traiſÞolineſs, the Spirit of Holineſs is 
warchieved even in his ſanctify ing work, 
n thi is diſhonoured by neglecting to 
7 anqfeave cloſs. to him for ordinary holy 

; hüpfluences, and powerful operations, 

| the&nd 3. Being provocked by not de- 
thollending on him for the influence o 
; owace, Pſal: 143. 10. he is provocked : 
o ſayÞ keep up that meaſure of grace, that 
b tbeſbmetimes they have been bleſſed with, 
whe 9. 12. and being kept back, they % 
nd aÞmetimes fall into ſuch provocking 
is graÞ®s that grieveth his Spirit yet more, 
erwilÞ that he wichholds the joy of their 
s welflvation. | 1+. 
xedard h, The ſame Spirit of Grace is alſo 
Holde comforter of his people, and is of- + 
ſanctin grieved by us in that part of his 

; bleſſẽ 
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bleſſed work. As By concludimerance 
in the day of our diſtreſs, that he fo ed co 
gets his work as a Comforter, anff hard 
cares not whether we fink or ſwinſ but a 
ſaying, I aw at one dead, whom be rtT a 
membreth no more, Pal. 88. 5. The o the 
ſinful jealouſies and ſuſpicions of hin ereby 
that he will not anſwer his Name as work 
| Comforter, grieveth the Spirit, bein pwed t 

judged by us as unfaithful, and pre ned, ar 
vocks him to let it be according roouſ tot | 
misbelief, and withdraw his confned 4 
forts, >, 1. 11. 2. When his con bly, Sc 
ſolations are thought ſmall, and eartiſ 5. tO 
y comforts preferred to them, whe By ind 
& we value other comforts more tha ſer be 
his, then he is grieved in that part al oth 
his work, as the Comforter. And; the p 
When we do not eadeavour to kee! del 
his comforts pure as he gives them. 52 © 
but ſuffers our joy to degenerate inte ad:ni 
* carnal levity and mirth, there is nee ate 
| becauſe of our weaknefs to advert td ca 
this, 172 able to bear grief not 
nor joy; fer ſome Chriſtians who a ez 
ont out of hard bondage, are (Þ-<if,! 

ed with the joy of their de his pc 
. liverance 


— 
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luditberance, when the Lord hath re- 
e folred comforts unto them, that they 
ar hardly manage them with ſobrie- 
(wink but are ready to take too great 
3 erty and eaſe every way, and fall 

$0 the vain delights of this world, 
f hindereby the Comforter is grieved in 
ne as work, beholding the comfort he 
bein owed to keep them from ſinking, ſo 
| pre iſed,and the perſon lately languiſh- 
roo for ſome comfort, now almoſt 
con ned ts ſinful wantonneſs, Jud- 4. | 
con, Some alſo grieve the Holy Spi- 
earth as to his bleſſed work of Sealing. 
hel By indulging doubts that they can 
„ thaſf'er be aſſured, and tho! the Lord 
art off! others, yet themſelves ſhall never 
Ind Ithe perſons ſo Sealed: If this were 
keel deſpairing of their own ability 
er to effect this aſſurance, it might 
ad:nieted ; but to draw ſuch a de- 
neelkrate concluſion, that either the 
ert rd cannot, or never will Seal them, 
grieſfnot but grieve the Spirit to a high 
ho are, ſince he takes this work upon 
are (@ elf, it derogateth from the honour 
ir delhis power, mercy and faithfulneſs: 
rance, | there _; 


- 


them 
te 1nt 
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th \ Os rt] 
ere is need to advert to this nw 
ſome Chriſtians who dare not ne | Ae bet 
the command of God wholly ny r 
tting their calling and election mad * 
ure, are convinced they muſt uſe om a 
— for it, but ſo diffident of an 3 
q ucceſs, that what they do for it, e 
— to ſtop the mouth of their Cor pr 
cience, than to perform it in 25 __ 
hope, becauſe of a fecre: deſperatſ,,.*/ 
perſwaſion that God will never ſhey 4 
them ſuch a mercie, Pſal. 78. 41. Th N 
| thoy ſer limits ugon God infinite =_ 
eie, and goodneſs, and foolifil;., 1 
Qin themſelves up from the conſol | andy 
S tions of God, 2. Some other Chi 1 
” ſtians grieve the Spirit of the Lon 221 
another way, as to his Sealing We * . 
tho they have a deſire to be ſealed r 

| and deſpair not of it, yet when th | 0 — 
| — thinks to be ſealed, he is foundu ee 
0 10 Impure ractice, that renderet — 
1 him unfit for fo great a comtort, whe _ 
Leid bave healed bim, then his jniquil 15 * 

| diſcovered, Hol. 7.1. God will 90 0 2 
| remove his doubts, untill ſuch a pa yt 
'B gicular iniquitie be repented of: it 50 2 


— 


(109) 
e particularlie noticed, that immedi- 
» Willie before that warning, Epb: 4. 30. 
*gleWCrieve not the Spirit, Believers are en- 
5 (Soyned to beware of impure practices 
madÞnd words, for their Conſciences muſt 
Lomſfear a part in witneſſing, and there» 
* anſore muſt not be defiled. - 3. Its alſo 
& erieving of the Spirit, as td his ſealing 
Cotffork, when in tender mercie he is 
! MBpaking known the things that are freely 
PIUS ven of God, 1 Cor. 2. 125 yet the man 
bbeufaconſideratly miſtaking his mercie, 
„Thuy an ignorant miſtaken humilitie, 
ate Mill needs deny that ſuch things are 
lifli;vcn him, or that he has anie of the 
nlolar:ces of the Spirit; this is not onlie 
Chugteat ingratitude, but grieving the Spi- 
Lot in his verie work ofwitneſſing, and 
Wocziring us help, that our Conſcience 
(2aledfnay bear Witnels alſo : Such choice 
en tWnd tender mercie (ſhould be tendeflie 
undimanaged , and not to be caſting duſt 
dereuſn our own eyes, when God is open- 
, vine them to let us ſee what he hath || 
2:4%Sfone for our Souls, let God have the 
111-00plorie of his grace, and free love, how= 
a pu ver unworthie we be; and a f 
: It Set 414 
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I have lodbed yen, beware of ſuch ; 
ungrate and proud reply, as to ſa 
wherein haſt thou loved us > Mal, 1, 2. 


2, 13. | 
eſign is 
ours wi 
ucceſs: 
tle for 
ES — LAanINg — ind it 
| „ {idgmer 
C H A P V ] lain te! 
En ® now » 
urs of 
ake YC 
NT ellvere 
N the next place we are to conſideſpte Div 
what is to be done on our part, fo ls, bec 
partaking of this comfortable aflyÞ* wrat 
rance, which is worthie of a ſtateſpall ne. 
time, and greateft ſeriouſneſs to aan hea 
tend it, as a little more time will mal of 
all men underſtand, ſome to theiſin he 
grief when its out of ſeaſon, and ſomſfat he 
to their comfort, that ever God in erlaſti 
clined their heart to get their calliaſſis be |: 
and election made ſure. We It 
Firſt, then for your more comfonÞriſtia 
able progpeſs in labouring for this at he 1 
ſurance, its requiſite you know fad, ar 
what end you would have it, P/ol. il con 
12,1 


Means for obtaining Aſſurance 
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(itt) 
ch $2, 13. for when you know that your 
Peſign is allowed of God, your endea- 
ours will be with the greater hope of 
cceſs: And ſuppoſing you could ſay 


tle for your deſign when you firſt 
ind it, but that you fear the juſt 
udgment of God for your fins, and in 
lain terms you fear bel, becauſe you 
now you deſerve it; the ter- 
urs of the Almighty do ſometimes 
ce Hake you afraid, and you deſire to be 
elixered from his wrath: It were no 
nſidefife Divinity to condemn you as grace- 
art fois, becauſe you deſire to be free of 
aſlude wrath of God, and to be ſure you 
ſtate@$!] never come under it; when the 
to arÞan hears that he who believeth not, the 
mak of God abideth on him, Joh. 3.36. 
theil an he be blamed for ſtriving to know 
d fom@at he is a Believer, and thall have 
od inÞferlaſting life? But nevertheleſs that 
callinis be lawful, yet a Chriſtian ſhould 
we more in his deſign; and ift a 
\mfornÞriſtian indeed, he will aim higher, 
this alllat he may eſteem che more dich of "i 
ow food, and love him the more, if he 


al. il condeſcend to let him know that 
12,1 5 he 
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4 (112) b 
he is beloved of him, he will deſire tha ho be 
that he may never any more have Sort of 
hard thought of God, or conſtrue hardſrying 
ly of any of his diſpenſations, but maſk unto 
know that good will is at the bottonſhs. 3. » 
of the moſt dark, and moſt afflictinſpot ſay 
providences , and that he ſhall nevefriends 
be ſo left of God, as to be under thhot but 
power of ſuch ſins as are inconſiſtenfword ; 
with a ſtate of grace, and ſhall be madby /is 4 
to perſevere unto the end, he deſire] be, a1 
to be ſure he ſhall be holie for ever, Pod lił- 
well as out of torment ; this ſtrengtlſ}an/pre/ 
neth the hands of a Chriftian to prqhot 5. 
ſecute his deſign, when he knows it peak it 
in his heart to ſerve the gracious gin Hell 
of it, with the more joy fulneſs, anſheace to 
give him all the glory, P/al. 51. 1s one 
Reſtore me the joy of thy ſalvatien, thntil th 
will I teach, &c. | ay, Fe 
2. Value this mercie highlie, and o doub 
much in Prayer for it, that you mope : | 
know you ſhall have a room amonnd ex 
the ſanctified, and be joy ned wiſforthy 
them in their bleſſed work: Whiſls thai 
comfort like this, except the pollelſÞr the 
on, which ſhallbe ſhortlie ? The mgſÞy lo. 
| wi 


(iz) : 
e thapho begins to underſtand the com- 
ave Fort of this, will be found often 
hardrying to God importunatly, Lord, 
t mali unto me, theu art my ſalvation, Pfal. 
ottonſ5. 3. My heart muſt not, and I will 
iRinfhot ſay it until thou ſay it firſt : My 
 neveFriends forbid me to doubt, and I can- 
er thhot but doubt, until thou ſay the 
uſiſtenfword ; if thou ſay , Be of good cheer, | 
e madFſ6y /ins are forgiven thee, cheerful ſhalf 
deſfir be, and my heart ſhall ſay, #ho is 4 
ver, Pod like unto thee, who pardoneſt iniquity, 


-engrlſ}on ele and (in, Mic. 7. 18. I dare 
to prapot ſpeak peace to my ſelf before thou 


peak it: I know there are multitudes 
Hell this day, who once cried Peace, 
ace to themſelves; Lord, let m: not be 
s one of theſe, yet I will Rill fear it, 
ntil thou ſay, Fear not; and if thou 
uV, Fear not, I (ball hereafter fear 
o doubt, as hitherto l have feared to 
Wope : I do not limite thee to ſtrange 

nd extraordinary ways, LI am not 
Porthy of ſuch a mercy any way, far 
: is that ſtrange things ſhould be done 
poſſeſſor the like of me; let me know of 
The My loye any way thou wilt, but O 

|| Wl 'E how 


' 
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how hard to know nothing of it! How SP! 
hard for a poor Soul that believes anbrer, 
eternitie, and knows nothing how ititriving 
ſhall be through that eternity! Anyſphee ; f 
appearance of thy wrath here is dreads{ball be 
ful, but I cannot think of eternal longſt 
wrath , that ( for ever) ſwallowethlvere m 
up my thoughts: 1 know not wellſbe ot a! 
whether I love thee or not, but I can- being 
not think of eternal ſeparation fromhever 
| thee; and its a begun hell to think ofſthat ju 
hating thee for ever. I cannot thinkPlace of 
of being among Devils blaſphemingÞment © 
Ged, and tho' I cannot yet come upſthat my 
with that Chriſtian, who ſaid , tharſſſeet of 
be bad rather be in hell without ſin, than in thou ar 
Heaven with it; yet thou knoweſt ſin- people 
ning for ever is a terror to me that Ine not 

cannot bear, better I were turned toſſ9t be 

Nething, wo to ſin that ever put meſcomes, 
in danger of it, but in compaſſion tf" Ay #5 
my foul ſay, thou art not the man; Put thy 
thou haſt revealed a bleſſed Jeſus to diſcern 
fave me from my ſins, who redeemett be acq1 
from all iniquitie, Tir. 2, 14, Thou mport 
haſt inſtructed me by thy good Spirit, till t 
and when 1 know that I had grievedſſ® the 
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ts 
Howlthy Spirit, yet thou didſt not give me 
es aner, I find to this day thy Spirit 
w ie riving with me, for which I bleſs 
Anyſpice ; ſo that where ever my eternitie 
read ball be, I ſhall take debt for praiſe 
ernalſþlongſt with me; if I were in hell ir 
werhſwere my dutie, but if I go to it I will 
welllbe of another mind: O prevent my 
can being ever of another mind, let me 
from never be of them who curſe the God 
nk offfbat juſtly plagues them: I hear of a 
think place of praiſes, where its the imploy- 
minelment of all the inhabitants. O make 
e upſthatmy work, were I but among the 
that feet of them that ſtand by: and ſeing 
an inlthou art pleaſed to ſpeak of Sealing a 
ſt ſin.· Yeople for that place and ſervice; lee 
chat IIme not miſs the Sealing time, let me 
ed tolnot be out of the way where thy Seal 
it melcomes, that I may know I ſhall enter 
In to in by the gales to the city 5 Rev. 22, 14. 
man; Put thy ſeal on my heart, that L may 
us tolläſcern it. Pray, plead, ar d if thou 
metullde acquainted with wreſtling, wreſtle 
Thoulimportunatlie and humblie with God, 
Dicic Juntill thou can ſay he hath ſealed thee 
iereddto the day of redemption, It's not 
thy > 12 onlic 
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onlie lamentable , but reallie flrange, 


that Chriſtians expecting ſoon to enter 
theireternitie, are ſo little concerned, 
where ic ſhall be, and ſo much the more 


unaccountable , after God hath pub- 


liſhed a way whereby the believer may 
know he ſhall enter into peace. 

3. As you would teſtihe the value 
you have for this comfortable aſſu- 
rance , determine you will fpare no 
Pains for ſome certainty,that you ſhall 
be well for ever ; not only pray, but 
be diligent in the uſe of all appointed 
means, as he hath commanded who 
ives it; I ſay, for ſome certainty,not 
eaving it to a (may be) do not ſa- 
tisfie your ſelves with this, that yon 
have no great fear but it ſhall be well 
with you; for manie have no great 
fear of hell till they find it, and your 
want of fear may be your ſecuritie, 
this hath brought manie a poor foul 
to ruine, and carried them to the place 
where they are no more ſecure; take 
not up your aſſurance upon looſe 
grounds, think it not ſufficient, that 
now and then you have ſome comfort 

TY, | in 


in reli; 
its the 
therwi 
joy of 
ficient 


land th 


except 
hope; 
of you 
is it 1 
you ha 
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in religious things, except you know 
its the joy of the Holie Ghoſt, for o- 
therwiſe it may be as ſhort lived as the 
joy of the hypocrite, think it not ſuf- 
ficient that you ſtill have ſome hope, 
and that your hope is ſweet to you, 
except you know the grounds of your 
hope; dare you ſay, that the ground 
of your hope is clear to your ſelves; } 
is it not often ſhaken ? Can you ſay 
you have it from God, = you ta | 
bope , Pfal, 119. 49. Or that it is a 
lively hope? It you cannot, then be- 
ware leſt your hope be no better than 
our joy, for the hypocrite may have 
th, but never good hope through 
Frace, and therefore periſheth : Nei- 
ther think it ſufficient ground for aſ- 
ſurance, that you have ſometimes been 
in trouble of mind, fearingGods wrath, 
for anguiſh of mind may be where 
never true grace was, I Sam. 28. IF. 
Some had horrour of mind, making 
their life a burden to them, and yet 
went out of this life to greater hore 
rour. Some people unwiſely make 
the remembrance of their diſquieted 


F 4 mind 
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mir 
the reff of their time, as if they hac 


put you in mind of is, that meer ſou 
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a Pillow to ſleep upon, throne 


g 1 1 
Where 
been under much Godlie Exerciſe, an I ſerv 
gone through the deeps of Religior There 
more than manie others, and there ſhoulc 
fore need not fear ſo much as others fut of 
I grant, ſome wakened Conſcienceſ What 
when Sin, Judgment, and Hell hatt they 


been ſet before them, have been if ſuc] 


near the Kingdom of God as ever they, duent 
were before or after. I grant alſoſ upon 
where there never was any wounding ſons | 
far fin, no healing can be expected thers, 


Devs. 32. 39. But that which I nod make 
your 


trouble and fear, tho! great, is no ſuf datio 


ficient proof of a ſtate of grace, fo 


more 
ſome of them are eaſed before theſl the I 


are cured ; tho they can now ſaſl poor 


they are out of the bondage of fear be co 
yet as much under the bondage of (| what 


a⁊s before, their doubts are forgotten tou 


— . ĩð2 ” - 


but not reſolved, they can now ſijl tee, 


they are not in trouble, but they can der! 
fin with as little trouble as ever, m diſco 
doubts now, but as much cauſs t this f 
doubt as ever, they cannot ſay, when Lord 
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„ I was blind, now I ſee, Jeb. 9. 25. 

Whereas I was a ſervant of ſin , now 

I ſerve a better Maſter, P/al. 116. 16. 

There are many in this age who 
ſhould advert to this, they are come 
out of their trouble, but know not 
what brought them out, or how foon 
they ſhall be in worſe trouble; and 
if ſuch troubles of mind recurr fre- 
quently, without any gracious change 
upon the ſoul and practice, fuch per- 
ſons become more hardned than o- 

peaedJthers, as many heats, and many cools 

I nog] makes Iron harder: cherefore build 

er ſoft your confidence on ſome better foun- 

no ſulſ dation, go yet a little further, be yet 

> Jol more diligent for ſuch confidence as 

"tha che Lord will not reject: And thou | 

poor doubting Chriftian, who would 
be content to leave all this world, and 
what is deareſt to thee in it, prob iding 
thou were aſſured God would receive 
thee, and let thee be with him for 
ever : Ceaſe not thy diligence for any 
diſcouragement in the way, but take 
this for thy encouragement, that the 

Lord himſelf ſetteth thee on this ay 
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by his own 0 this may gi 
rope of ſucceſs, any 8 h he 
abour ſhall not be in vain who . 
boureſt at his command, I/a. 65. 2 5 1 i 
4. But it by reaſon of ditfcultt So 
either feared or found, thou beginneft — 
to weary, as hopeleſs of ſucceſs, ther aq" 
it will be verie proper for animating yy 
thee, to hold on thy way ;-to rake; __ 
view ſo far as is revealed, and ſo far . 
thou canſt behold the prize ſer befo da 1 
thee, if thou be acquainted with look like” 
m__ _— not feen by the world 7 1 
Cor. 4. 18. to behold a - «dp 
tible Crown ſer before - 1 ; cd 
| 25+ thou wilt think lictle of all th 1 
| Pains to be ſure it (hall be ſes on th hy 
head. Would God it were firmly t 3 
licved, that there is ſuch a Crown ol _— 
Righteouſneſs to be fer on the head d "4 r 
any who have heen ſinners; and y | 
this is it, and che certaintie of it t 
s to be ſealed to thee a Believer : th 
' Know you will be readie to thinkh..” 4 
| —_— of a Crown (and no wonder A " 
| you do) and ſay what a ſtrange ſight =” 
would that be to ſee a Crown ſet on | * 
my 


— 


Y 
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ging my head; and the more you think on 
» th it, the readier to ſay, Can it be? 
Can it be? But let it ſuffice, he hath 
ſaid it, who cannot lie: Let not the 
ultieg wonderfulneſs of it make you doubt 
inneſſ its truth, bis Name is wonderful, Iſa. 9. 6. 
then And things wondrous in our eyes are 
iating not ſo with him; If infinite love will 
take have it ſo, it love hath ſaid no leis 
far A than a Crown, let thy heart fay, 4 
deforq en, I will bleſs thee for making me. 
look Alke the reft of the Crowned Compa- 
vorldqny; and whatever I be now, yet thou | 
YArupycan make me like it: And when you 
Cor, 5 begin to think, how can theſe thin 
Il thyſhe ? As ſometimes verie ſerious Chri- 
n thiſſtians are tempted, by reaſon of re- 
ly defnaining misbelief and ignorance, yea 
wn ome halt here at this verie point, and 
cad dſo no further, judging it an incre- 
1d YRlible wonder, tho they are aſhamed | 
u that ſay they queſtion what God ſpeak» 
cr: "Sh, yet they are tempted to give o- 
thinker endeavouring the aſſurance of 
ondeiuch a Crown : 7 hard is it to be- 
e ſigſuſiere and not to ſee; but when you. | 
{et oute fo tempted, mi d Omaiporencie | 

f | Reed 
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ſo far as you can appprehend it, vnd urged 

8 Can it not produze ? We (hall nevg very re 
be right Believers, while we judge dprecic 
the Great God by our Worm ſeſvel ſhed fe 
or his thoughts to be like ours: an ſins; t 
hen the meditation of our ſin, an ren w 


difficultie, to believe that ſuch poſſpurity 
luted Worms can be admitted to paſ nouſne 
take of ſuch pure g orie, then its ſe{wept a 
ſonable to think upon infinite goodjond ap 
neſs, and the worth and efficacie qhe was 
that precious Blood, called the Blooſin the 
of God, As 20. 28. which is thijuntil h 
greateſt of wonders, ſhed for the un wor 
miſſion of fins, and to make a holifſthe Fla 
people, fic for that holie habitation [ When 
that precious Blood muſt needs havgger, a: 
wond-riul effects, that we blind Wormfſfſorie | 
cannot yet apprehend, but enfſuingſthe in 
eternitie will reveal the worth of thaſſchaſe i 
price ia another manner: This waſfcave 
happilie minded by the godlie Mafſvhite 
tyr Cranmer, when the greatneſs ei n. 
nis fin ſtared him in the face, becauſfſyour ſ 
being enſnared, he did once complyvill b 
with fioful men ig ſigning a Papyjs we! 
. | urge 


his holineſs is readie to increaſe oor thr 
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t, wh urged on him by Papiſts, this was his 
nerq very relief and comfort, ſaying, that 
idge q precicus Blocd ct Chriſt could not be 
ſelvegibed for leſſer ſins onlie, but for great 
: an ſins; the Good man was looking Hea- 
1, an ren ward, being that day to be in it, 
iſe ou ot thruſt out for ever, conſidering the 
ch poſ purity of the glory there, and the hei- 
to pal nouſneſo of his fin, was afraid, and 
es lei wept abundantly, until he conſidered, 
good and applied that precious Blood, then 
acie qhe was at quiet, and died with _— ' 
Blooſin the Flames, ſtanding like a Rock, 
is thluntil he ſaw that which te called his 
the rjunaworthie right Hand conſumed in 
a holifthe Flames, for Signing of that Paper. 
ation When ever your Faith is like co fag» 
Is harfger, as to what is revealed of that 
orie to come, remember that Blood 
nſuingſthe ineſtimable price payed to par- 

chaſe it; and that e're you enter into 
Heaven, you will be made clean and 
> Ma white by the ſame Blood, and will not | 
1els Mei need ſuch grieving reflection on | 
ecaufJ)our ſelves as no e muſt have, there 
omplywill be no matter for ſuch thoughts 
Papeſas we have now, for we ſhall be mere 
urge like 


' 
» 
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like God, and without ſpot: I dothghoward 


rather put you in mind of this, beJ6od, 


cauſe when ſome Chriſtians think onſentence 
the puricie of Heaven, and compatqvhen a 
it with their own impuritte, they arqpſturan' 
fo tempted to wonder, that they toq; cont 
often call it in que ion, if it be p udgme 
ſible; and not only ſo, but if temptaq per ſer 
tion prevail, they leave it as chat whichphereb 
cannot be expected, and ſo ſupercedequbliſhe 
all diligence to get that holy Habitagnd wh 
tion ſecured, forgetting that when theygnd ſh. 
come to partake of theſe holy ManſHfobr 3. 
ons, they are made meet for them,ures of 
they ſhall take nothing with them thathf them 
is unfit for Heaven; therefore let theÞpok'd. » 
ſerious Believer, who is moſt inclinedþns wh 
to think on Heaven and its puritie, qould b 
beware of ſuch wondering as temptsſcauſe, 


him to misbelieve what the God off E-, 


truth hath revealed; but let him ra- the C 


ther adore infinite love, wiſdom andÞtleve ; 


power, and labour to rejoice in hope Iman c 
of the Glorie of God. pow ne 
. That you may have the more f 2. Ou 


hope of ſucceſs in diligence for aſſu · Ipreſiy 
rance, be ſure to have all your ſteps ] death 


toward 
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othejoward it, grounded on the Word of 
de Pod, ſo that you may know your 
k onffentence cometh from the Lord, Pſal. 17. 2. 
npargjyhen a concluſion is drawn for your 
y atchſſurance, and ſhall not need to fear 
y toch contrary fentence in the day of 
p ꝗqudgment; therefore in a ſp=cial man- 
mpta. per ſer theſe Scriptures before you, 
vhichſrhereby the great judge hath alreadie 
cedequbliſhed who ſhail be condemned, 
abita4nd who ſhall beacquicted in that day, 
1 theytnd (hall have eternil life, ſuch as 
Aanſiffobn 3. 36. and many other Scrip- 
them, ſures of the like import ;and tho none 
n that them are to be negligently over- 
et thepok d. yet there are ſome {pecial rea- 
clinedÞþns why the ſoundneſs of our Faith 
uritie, ould be tried with great exactneſs, 
emptsſecauſe, hs, 
od off Hr, Faith is the very condition 
im ta- the Covenant of Grace, As 16.3 t. 
1 andſhbeve and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; ſo that 
hope Iman can have no firm peace, if he 

po nothing of chis condition. 
more 2. Our bleſſed Redeemer dzclareth 
 aſſu«Fpreſly and peremptorily, our life 


: ſteps death depends on chis of believing 
oward 5 


0 On 
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be that belicweth not on the Son ſhall Faith i 
ſee life, but the wrath of God abiaeth 4 6. J 
him, Joh. 3. 36. which are moſt auſneſt de 
ful ſentences, revealing the will dand th. 
God concerning mens eternal ſtate. Jcie wc 
3. Believers are found by Scripturqit; he 
record concluding the certainty ders wh 
Salvation by their believing, Heb. 4. Iſore if 
We who have believed do enter into reſt. Ibe ſeal 
4. The moſt overwhelming doulfſon thi 
of a Chriſtian is leſt he be not foundſner co 
Believer , when furprizing trials, djs that 
fear of preſent death ſeizeth bim, hijmay fa 
great fear, and that which commonlſþbat con 
cometh firſt into his mind is, what Rom. 
Þþ 
| 


I ſhall die an unbeli-ver? For then J 7. v 


Chriſt hath ſaid, 7 ſhall die in my ſine ſea 


Joh. 8. 24. lence, 


5. He muſt be the more concernqwhich 
for precious Faich, even the Faith Fance, 
Gods Ele&, becauſe of ſo much deqhe pe; 

- Totten ſtuff that paſſeth among manſſecier 
Chriſtians for ſufficieat Faith, tho” ieakne 
better than the Faith of 'a Simun May en 
eu, Jam. 2. 20. or the vain mans Fallthereby 
Without works; ſo that the ſinceſpt grac 
Believer muft be perſwaded 5 _ 3.40 


82 OY 
lll Faith is ſuch as God will accept of. 
eth4 6. The true Believer having an ear- 
ſt aWineſt deſire to be aſſured of Salvation, 
vill qand that God in the riches of his mere 
ate. Jcie would give him his own Seal for 
pturfſit ; he obſerves that they are Believ- 
ity ders whom the Lord ſealeth, and there- 
b. 4. Iſore if he do not believe he cannot 
reſt. Ide ſealed; ſo that there is great rea- 
doulſſon the Believer be in a ſpecial man- 
oundJner concerned to know that his Faith 
ils, Jis that which juſtifieth, and then he | 
n, lilmay ſay with confidence, Who 5s be | 
monlſhbat condemneth? it's God that juftificth, | 
what Rom. 8. 34. -» 
hen 4 7. When in order to our aſſurance, 
my ſiaſwe ſearch into our Faith, Love, Obe- 
Wience, or other graces of the Spirit, 
cern&Fyhich are ground-wotk for our aſſu- 
aith Fance, the Believer commonly finds 
n deqhe performance of any of them fo 
2 manſfleficient, and ſo mixed with ſinful 
tho' Weakneſſes, that he is afraid to take 
n Miiny encouragement from them, or 
1: Fallhereby conclude that he is in a ſtate | 
ſinceff grace, and thereupon proceeds no 
_ nr er, 
alt | 
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further, leaving rhe matter as for th 
found it, hopeleis of ſucceſs. convi 

But to prevent this faint ſuccumſet taket 
ing, it muſt be conſidered that oh þ 
enquiry now is not to find out thiffe# + 
qualifications of men made alreadfje Apc 
perfect, theſe are above the debat@ycing « 
we are now invo ved in, and therfy, 2 C 
fore the Believer muſt betake himſeÞverted 
to ſome evidence of ſincerity , wheſicerity 
there are many filings. ves w 
And that he may ſafely do fo, coiſch evil: 
ſider that the Lord himſelf leadeth ꝗ ſinceri 
this courſe by his Word, making ge (ſerv; 
appear that notwithſtanding of chifives wi 
ſinfal imperfection of Believers , y$ty live 
they were approved of God on thfart, u 


account of their uprightneſs of hearing gu 
and ſincerity; this is evident as tF take 
| godly 4/2, notwithſtanding of mann or | 
Feſt evils practiſed by him, 2 Chron think 
IF. 17. Newvertbeleſs the beart of Aſn, an; 
war perfect all bis days, and the uprigihulty to 
ſhall dwell in his »reſence, Plal 140. 1% he 
2. As the Lord hath been pleaſed t@py. i 


| 
F 
| 
| 
| 


o his people have pcoficably improveſ ed loo 


'N | 


| 


| pant his acceptance of the ſincereſve bin 
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for their own er; ſo Hezeki- 
convinced of his ſinful weakneſs, 
-umſſet taketh comfort in this, that he had 
t offuiked before God in truth, and with a 
it thipfe# heart, Iſai. 38. 
readije Apoſtle and other Believers re- 
ebatſhycing on the account of their ſince- 


thery, 2 Cor. 1.12, The danger to be 


imſcÞverted in taking comfort from our 


whemicerity is, that we flatter not our 


lves with the name of it, retaining 
„ confich evils as are inconſiſtent with god- 


eth ij ſincerity, as many do, who are but 


ing ge ſervants of ſin, yet pleaſe them 
of tires with the opinion, that however 
ey live, they have a good upright 
art, which ſhews che neceſſity of 
ing guided of God in what opinion 
rake up of our ſelves : the profane 
in or hypocrice finding it very eaſie 
think himſelf an honeft upright 
Mn, and the truly godly finding dif> 
ulty to diſcern his own fincerity, fo 
he would think himſeif truly 


we bim, Pſal. 18. 23. and that the 


out 


, Oo ˙Üb̃ 7 IG oo 


z. So wefind 


py, if he could fay, I was ſincere 


id look d upon him as a man with- 


from, be not the true ſancti fying grach, 
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out guile, for the want of truth in 
inward parts is his great fear, and th 
the graces he would take comfo 


of the Spirit, but the reſemblance 
counterfeit of them. 
What then ſhall the Believer do 
find ſincerity in his heart, and his 
ligious acting? Doubtleſs the man ſ in o 
in the firſt place to look up to God ſſite to 
ſending forth his light and truth riptu 
guide him, that a deceived heart tue. , 
him not aſide to the right hand or leh. gre 
being ready to put light for darkne,. diſ 
and darkneſs for light, he is alſo to 
bour for intimate acquaintznce wi 
the way of his own heart, by freque 
refle&ing, and impartial ſearching ij 
to the principle, end, and motives 
his acting, he is willingly to exp; 
bimſelf co Gods ſearching of himf 
ly, not boaſting as if no evil were 
be found, but ſatisfied God fee : 
ood and. bad, yea deſiring God jj; 
earch him ſo, as to diſcover the ei 
heknoweth not, and make him kng 
them: Yea, he may W 
-.. 


23 


—— 


3 „„ 
eech God to . what true root 
ff ſpiritual good, what grace, what 
ruth in the inward parts is given him 
ff God, in oppoſition to the remain- 
ing evils in his ſoul, that he may not 
rr on the right hand, by calling that 
vil which is truly good: and for the 
beaining of this teſtimony of ſinceri- 


in 

d th 
mfo 
gra 
ice 


Jod iſſte to remark what is recorded in the 
uth riptures, of the method they did 
irt tue, who were guided of God, and 
or le grounds whereby their ſincerity 
irkneſyas diſcovered to themſelvea, notwith 
lo toy, ding of their preſent ſin, and ſome. 
e Pmes prevailing to make them do that 
requchhich was evil. And we may obſerre 
ning y Rom. 7. Firſt, that the hating of 


tives In was a great comfort to the Con- 
eIpqrience. 2. The truth of this hatred BK 


nim ſſnade out by continual oppoſition 
Were ade to every known fin, and a war- 
ſee Are againſt it. 3, A Principle of 
God Pillingneſs to do that which is good, 


the eq that the Conſcience is ſatisfied of 


m kne 


e truth of this willingneſs, becauſe 
= 


bey find it, therefore can ſay, to will 
14 


in our own Conſcience, it's requi- 


* 
i preſent, ſin is okas. but there is 
really preſent a living principle, 2! 
poſition and inclination againſt it. 
This Principle of willingneſs to th; ( 
which is holy is farther apparent, bl, 
a delight in the Law of God, conſentinf 7% 
that it is good ; this Principle is c: 
led the Inner man, which hath a rem ; 
beeing in the Soul, the planting of tif e J 
Lord, the new Creature, the renew ;, ,;, 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, and the ney © , 
man; this is it that makes ſinceri wm 
and being diſcovered, proves and vi N orc 
neſſeth it co the Confcience, where bleſſi 
ſolid peace and comfort enſueth, affnance 
© "thankſgiving through Jeſus Chiiſt oficee th 
s  Locd. --- oy , to 
| that t 
aling 
ordin 
CH Af do r. 
ind & 


For tt 

5 bette 
. 5 Aut Seal 
Foie oth Fr that 
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of CHAP. VII. 

1E. U ? 

entir f improving the Lords Supper for 


is C: Aurance. 8 

a reflow the Believer ſhould partake of 
of tl the Lords Supper, that he may find 
nelly 3; the Seal of God for his eternal 


e My} SI vation. 
Ceri 


ad iN order to this aſſurance, by M 
herelf bleſſing of God upon his own O- 
h, aſnance of the Lords Supper, theſe 
iſt oficee things ſhould be enUeavaurgd.s . 

to underſtand and be perſW a. 
that the Lords Supper is a Goſpel- . 
aling Ordinance, 2. To prepare 
ordingly for it, as ſealing. 3. When 

HA do receive at the Lords Table to 

nd & improve it as the Seal of God. 

For the 1f of theſe, that we may 

better underſtand. the nature of 

at Sealing we now feek after, conſi- 
that all Seals are for + 


5 
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that being the proper uſe of them, to: 
ratify, confirm, and ſecure whatever 
= is agreed upon by Covenant, or pro- 
miſes; this is ſo obvious both in things 
Civil and Sacred, that it needeth nc 
proof. . 
Conſider 21y, that our gracious God 
in condeſcenfion to the weakneſs off 


| 
[ 


| 


— * . 
—_—— - — —— —— —q“ 


(9) 
top: whether he know it to be ſo or 
ver ſpt. yee he cannot periſh, Eph. 1. 13. 
ro- There is alſo a ſealing after be- 
ingsering, which is by the ſame Spirit 
no grace, making that firſt gracious 

aling known to the Believer, bear- 
Godfe witneſs to his own gracious work 
s olffon the ſoul ; the firſt impreſs makes 
obe e believer 3 the ſecond, called ſeal- 
Exec 


bot 


e nts. 


it to the believer, whereby his Con- 
jence is enabled to bear witneſs 
anq;ch the Spirit that he is a Child of 
K anq;d; this is the earneſt made known 
d th@be the earneſt, called the earneſt of 
_ Spirit, becauſe its his gift, and the 
nal. 
of ares it. | N 
waysf5. Both the Sacraments being con- 
d effignatory Seals of the ſame Covenant, 


Imag ii rhe righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. 4. 1 1. 
eby Circumciſion was, the Believer by 


nd {anÞ bleſſing of God on the due im- 


perſo wement of any of them,may attain 


bRrance of Salvation: I ſay, the true 
ever, for his believing, by Divine 
nt, entitleth him to the promile ; 


after believing, is the manifeſtation - 


neſt of the inhericance, becauſe. ie 


the 


. ty ee I Ons PE ere rn . * 
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the promiſe being to him that belie vet. 
Qui. 3.52. Then the Crrentne or We 
ſtament of Chriſt are his, the deed i ledges 
ſelf being his, the confirming Seal bef.,; 7 
longing co it his Right and Propertyſ, leis 1 
by Divine Donation; the Belie ver hahunion 
ving performed the condition of thf Cor. 1 
Covenant of Grace; therefore wha 
is promiſed in it, is graciouſly due t 55 
him, and the Seals of it, as Seals, beg; 
longing to him, for his confirmatio 
and internal aſſurance. 
6. This Sacrament of the Lords Sum: ſu 
per being appointed only for the Mg Ce 
dult, who are capable of examininſþ gi... 
themſelves, x Cor. 11. 28. and fo H c 
improve the Seal of God for their ouſ ment 
confirmation and comfort, hath in thi 
wiſdom and tender mercy of God greq,11 be 
ſtore of helps inſerted in the very i 
ſtitution it ſelf, for the ſincere Con 
municants aſſurance : If we conſidg;._ / 
& firſt, that in this Ordinance bleſlgþ, 0 | 
Jeſus Chriſt the Author of it, comeſſur bel 
to the Believer with pledges in 
hand, which he offereth and require 


to be received with himſelf ; For the oy 
Sacre 


| ( 1437 5 3 
veil:cramental Signs of Bread and Wine, 
r Teſte not bare Signs, but Sacramental 
ed iſſedges alſo, that as ſurely as the be- 
al befevirg Communicant receiveth them, 
el leis ſurely he partaketh the Com- 
erhapunion of Chriſts Body and Blood, 


f th 
wha 


Cor. 10. 16, Next we find him y- 
g to the Communicants, T his is my 
lue t dy broken for you, Thoſe to whom 
ls, be is is faid are obliged to believe it's 
1atioBve ; now this he faith to believing 

cere Communicants, for it cannot 
Is Suf ſuppoſed that this was ſpoken to the 
the Mt Communicants only, or as A- 
Mm ftles, or very eminent Believers, 
| fo C. 11. 22. becauſe he giveth order 
ir ouß mention theſe ſame words to Com- 
In Unicants whereſoever this Sacrament © 
d grepall be adminiſtred, according to his 
ery Vſticution, until he come again, that 
> Col. the end of the world; therefore 
,onlidg.:. eu) cannot be reſtricted to the 
bleliqzi Communicants, but belongs to all 
oomeſue believing Communicants who re- 
n "ive Chriſt himſelf, and therefore 
equiithy ſafely and comfortably apply this 
I Rn Achte 


Sacr 
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* - like upon the matter may be ſaid ding of 
che Sacramental Cup, for he calle {20W i 
it the New Teftament in his bleed, thi they 
zs the ſign and ſeal of it; now th Which 
Cup repreſenteth the Blood of thhould 
Covenant, or Chriſts Teſtament, afely | 
requires the Communicants to drinc412t 1! 
and they believingly drinking it adthus ye 
cording to his appointment, Aar. 2ILOrdss 
27. they partake of that precio tramed 
Blood, and this Cup given to confir! einge 
them of its certainty, that all the ble Chriſt 
ſings bequeathed by this Teſtamen wers 
and the purchaſs of his Blood is mid ver tr. 
their right and property, by this rer his 
Pledge and Seal. And that ſinceſcramen 
Communicants may not doubt of theſbe aſſu 
eternal Salvation, remark what | and the 
faith further, Mat. 26. 29. But 1 Itlat he 
nit hen, I will not drink henceforth ble me 
this fruit f the Vine, until that day wh The 
I drink it new with you in my Fathpare fo 
King. Which is no leſs than to aN, by p 
you ſhall perſevere unto the end; able: 
bepreſerved unto the Heavenly Kin hoſt ne 
dom; which ſhould be gratefully n edge oi 
ticed, that immediatly upon partaſſ®* to h 
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id Jing of his Supper, he willeth them to 
alleilinow and be perſwaded that he and 
chachey ſhall be in Heaven together: 
„ tb hich oy by Truth it ſelf, 
FF ſhould not be doubted, but that he will 
t, Nofely bear the believing Communi- 
Irinfcant unto that holy habitation * And 
it alchus you may ſee the inſtitution of the 
u. 2 Lords Supper con fortably ordered and 
eciollframed for the believers aſſurance, it 
önfirlbeing evident that this Ordinance of 
e blel Chriſt is to confirm all his ſincere fol- 
lowers from age to age, that whats 
(Fever trials they ſtould meet with af- 
nis Hier his bodily abſence, yet by this Sa- 
incelkrament he pointeth out the way to 
thelbe aſſured of an intereſt in himſelf, 
at And therefore can never periſh, and 
t 7 That he and they ſhall have a comfort- 
Erth able meeting again. | 
W The 2d thing to be done, is to pre- 
Fathi dare for obtaining of this great mer- 
to fal by partaking ſincerely at the Lords 
able: and that which will be found 


* 


Kin | know 
ly nfedge our unworthinefs ever in this 
partaſife to have fo great a comfort withous 


G2 delufiva * | 


noſt neceſſary at firſt is, to acknow= Þ! 


5 
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deluſion, as to know we are ſealed by | 
the Lord'to the day of Redemption: know 
the truly humble man will think him- Nou b 
ſelt very unſuirable to it, & will &ſhouid I but 
muſe wonder at the depth of mercy, ſlelves 
not only freely to give ſo great a ſal- Nou d 
vation, but alſo to allow the certainty I* Go! 
and joy of it: while he is here con- is love 
tinually ſinning againſt the God of all Þfu3] ; 
theſe mercies; ſuch humble thoughts well a 

as theſe ſhould go through all the ſteps} 3- 5 
© we make to this aſſurance. 2. How- gent fo 
ever unworthy we be in our ſelves, dye tl 
yet know, that when we labour for f him 
aſſurance of Salvation, we are aboutfeiptu 
a work allowed of God, yea for whic l aſſu 
Ss he appoints you to be diligent, 2 Pet hut You 
1. 10. Give diligence to make your calling you 
and election ſure; this may encourage luran- 
you to proſecute the de ſign you arme t 
upon, that you are then in your duty rk o 
beſides the expected advantage, and *0 be 
eſpecially when you have the oppor umſelf 
tunity of a Sealing Ordinance : Thi! *be | 
I put you in remembrance of, that yo binted 
may the more hopefully expect God. his c 


| countenance and aſſiſtance, when youſ"ity | 
1 | 8 kno 0 ( fo, 


1 — 1 
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. know you are doing his will: and leſt 
you be tempted to think all your pains 
is but ſelfiſh, to have it well with your 
ſelves : You may anſwer, that what 
you do is obedience to the command 
of God, and whatever ſelf. love is in it, 
its love to your beſt ſelf, y our own ſpi- 
Fall litual and eternal good, which may 
ghtz well avowed. . | 
2. Seing the believer is to be dili- 


ow- ent for this mercy, then he is to re- 


Ives ſolve that he will be active in aſſuring 
r forkk himſelf ; which I find according to 


bout Peripture- pattern, 1 Jeb. 3. 19. And 


hich aſſure our hearts before him: This 1 
2 Pet hut You now in remembrance of, left 
alli you do be to grieve that you want 
*plurance,and faintly to wiſh it would 
Some to your hand, without more 


to be done, for the believer is to ſet 
imſelf earneſtly to ſearch and gather 
the helps he can reach, by all ap- 
vinted means, that he may not live 
But his days ſtill doubting where his e- 
mnity ſhall be, whether in well or 
0 ( for the odds * be very * 


IJ 


— — — 


ork or trouble : This is not all that [IF 
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„ 
1 


- — — — 


np C 1142 ) 
E ſay the believer is to imploy the ut. N o.. 
moſt of his underſtanding, and what , l he 
ever ability God hath given him tÞ if o 
ther all the grounds he can havꝙork, 
from the Word and work of God. it, as 
Spirit on his own Soul, for ſome full aſſis mu 
ſurance of hope; eſpecially when Go 1s 
teadeth him into a field where the 5: T! 
ground all over is filled with ſuc the \ 
helps, as evidently and abundantly apffuty ol 
pear in the Lords Supper. uch f 
4. Abbeit believers be oblidged tpenſab 
diligence and active endeavours fopunica 
certainty of Salvation, yet they muſfither 
be careful nor to truſt their own laÞ*ged, 
b-urs, nor depend on them; for ad, yc 
good they had not been diligent, un at 
| ro truſt ir, and give what is due then ye 
God unto our ſelves : for it's God bimſlody ar 
ſelf who fablicheth us, who bath alſo fta our Sal 
ed us, and given the earneſt of the Spir diſqu 
in our bearts, 2 Cor. 1. 21. and therehence in 
fore muſt be alone truſted with it, thaſ) be te! 
he alone may bear the glory; otheſtake 
wiſe he is provocked to let us teyl rdinary 
lone, and gain nothing; no sxterng fte reall 
Seals can ſecure the Conſcience, untiſind Ce 


. — mj ˙ ö 
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e ut. Ns Own hand put on the Seal. But 


7 hat 


n tif our ſelves were to perform a 


hay ork, and yet as felf-denied and dead 


GodPP it, as if we had done nothing? Yet 

bas WE muſt be ſtudied, other wiſe our la- 

Go eur is loſt. 5 

e th4 5. That we may come alittle cloſer 
ſuello the work of preparation, tho that 

y apffuty of ſelf-examination hath been 

ed M enſably neceſſary for profitable Com- 


-s fonunicating. 1 Cor. 11. 28. that if it be 
mulfither omitted, or ſuperficially ma- 
in lahnged, or fear that it was miſmana- 
ſor ad, you may have it to do over a- 


nt, Pin at a very unſeaſonable time, 


ue rhen you ſhould be feeding on Chriſts 1 
1 hinÞody and Blood, and thereby getting 1 
o ſia ou Sal vation ſecured; for iſ you have 


) 1 how hard it is to be as diligent 


uch ſpoken unto, yet it's ſo indi- 


Spirſs diſquieted Confcience for negli- 


here$ence in the firſt ſtep, you will readi- 


t, tha) be tempted to doubt if you ſhould | 


cheeÞartake ar all: The fear of this is fo 
vl Irdinary with ſome, yea many who 
terne really ſerious, that it is but rare to 
untiſÞind Communicants coming to the 


| 
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| Lords Table without ſome perplexinglſieht : ! 


fear; excepting thoſe who take littdlearne 
heed how they Communicate. Thaſkl, to p 
right Arc of teif-examination is ſo hardreat a; 
to take up and practiſe, that manfred afl 
come with a trembling hears & hand in it alr 
fearing the Lord doth not call them tqqon that 
partake of ſuch merey ; and in ſuchfiwon gc 
diſturbance of mind, that they knowſtake the 
not well what to do; yet ſometime 6. Fc 


their love to Chriſt is ſuch, that theyſcouragi 
Cannot keep up their hands wherdſmany . 
they think Chriſt is to be had, and ſqully C 
adventure to partake with much dilfhance | 
| quieting fear; but being habitual behrove v 


lievers, and urged forward with afkquain 
conſtraint of love to Chriſt, they willpiſtinet 
not be rejected for their preſent ditqhand ; 


ordered thoughts, for he breaketh naſteive hi 
' thebruiſedreed: Yetthis manner of parſper, th 
; taking doth often miniſter ſome griev 
ing reflections, that they did partakg$ recei 
without diſtinct light, which is eomqebate 


r have 


monly the fruit ot ſuperficial ſelf. exa qq oul is t 
mination, or ſome dark cloud uponpon a 
the Soul, whereby the man can ſee no Mat the 


thing that is given him in its truYhe Bre 


light 
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xinglieht : But on the other hand, diſtinct 
ittlegclearneſs of Conſcience after ſelf-tri- 
Tha, to partake at the Lords Table, is a 
nardhreat. and happy ſtep toward the de- 
1uanyffired aſſurance of ſalvation, and hath Þ 
and iin it already ſome degree of perſwaſi- | 
m ton that the deed is conſented to, when 
ſuchÞnon good grounds they are clear to 
noWihnke the Seal, = 
ime 6. For the preventing of thoſe dif- 
theyſtouraging fears and doubts, whereby 
hergſmany ſerious fouls do neither cheer- | 
id ſqqully Communicate, nor expect aſſu- 
 dilffance by the Lords Seal; it would | 
1 be prove very uſeful that Chriſtians were 
ch afkcquainting themſelves with frequent 
" wilKkiſtin& receiving of Chriſt before 
t diiqand; that ſo when they come to re- 
þ noſſeive him, as offered in the Lords Sup- 
| paryer, they be not then ſtrangers to it, 
112V4þr have it then to debate, what is that 
rtakqqo receive Chriſt? For if this be to 
comggtebate when it ſhould be acted, the | 
-£X4Joul is taken off that very work where- | 
uponfipon aſſurance is to be raiſed; that is, 
no at the Communicant, together with f 

truShe Bread and Wine, receiveth Chriſt |; 
ight G5 him- |f 


A 


2 


* 
9 


| 
4 
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himſelf; for if this be not done, theruly re 
man can expect no aſſurance by thaourſe 
Ocdinance : but on the other handfltrait, | 
| it's a mean to facilitate the whol&Lords " 

work, and the defigned aſſuranceſhis wo! 
when the Chriſtian having formerlyſceive C 
allowed time for the diſtin& receivingſome h. 
of Chriſt before he came to a ComPpnly, t 
munion Table; knows now how tqſtting o 
| imbrace him when he is in a more ſo{in doub 
lemn manner called to it; he is nof(Chrift : 
ſtopt as others, but goes on in his workſown fo 
(and indeed the beſt work that evegind th 
a poor finner performed, truly to reÞent tc 
| ecive Chrift, Job. 1. 12.) And let iqnot fu 
+ -M remarked, that when this work itim, y. 
not performed with ſome deliberatq have 
diſtinctneſs before a Communion , ſaſſus, it's 
| that it may be reviewed as really en 7. It 
| deavoured ; ſuch perſons (tho' trulyfood be 
| ferious] ate often in perplexicy: fonſtis def 

# when they doubt if they have yet reFſheſe ti 
. ccivedChriſt himſelf, they do not thinkſliber: 
' it ſafe to take the Seal for that whichord, | 
| ts nor yet done; they know not if cheyſſecute t 
| have any intereſt in Chrift to be SealFeing e 
ed, becauſe they know not if they hey kfore 
| tru 
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, th@ruly received ys Therefore the beſt 
thacourſe a Chriſtian can take in this 
aandſtrait, before they adventure on the 
zholgLords Table, is to take ſome time for 
inceſthis work by it ſelf, deliberatly to re- 
nerlyſceive Chriſt as offered in the Goſpel : 
ivingome have ſet apart time for this work 
Jom ſenly, to the great advantage and qui- 
w taſting of their ſouls, who were long 
e ſo{in doubt if ever they did truly receive 
s nof(Chrift ; and be ye ſo kind to your 
workgown ſouls, as to eſſay this, you will 
evegind the more peace and encourage- | 
o reÞent to go forward, tho you reach 
let iqfot full confidence to ſay you have 
rk itim, yet you know you were ſeeking, - 
erat have him; and to ſuch as ſeek Je- 
1, ſofus, it's ſaid, Fear net, 1 
en 7. It will alſo by the blefling of Fi 
truly pod be found a great help toward 

forfttis deſired aſſurance, if at ſome of 
t reFſheſe times examining your ſelves, or | 
thinkkliberacly joyning your (elves to the 
phichLord, by receiving of Chrift, you pro- 
 cheyſecute the work a greater length, by it 
SealFeing exerciſed about aſſurance alſo, is 
 haveſefore y ou come to the Tahle of che 
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Lord, that fo you may the better knoufmay m 
the difficulties that commonly occurgyou w 
to the ſoul ſearching after it: as allofnake 
what encouragements God was plealfframe : 
ed to give you, and how near you hav@ſjght to 
been ſometimes to a perſwaſion oflong w 
Gods {p..cial love to your ſouls; andfhim a g 
fo may have theſe in a readineſs foffcomes 1 
your help, when you come to harq;t, the 
your hope confirmed in a ſolemn man lee p, 
ner by the Lords publick Seal, made ing S. 
yours by particular application; thqtrange 
want of this previous labouring foqvith n 
| aſſurance, is found a great loſs to manyÞontrar 


} 


Communicants, who had never ſeriFince is 
| ous thoughts what aſſurance is, or whatfhe mat 
means to uſe for it, theſe things beingſt this « 
i} ſtrange to them, they engage in thqher da 
0 work, laying that benefite alide ; andhe plac 
| fo Communicate without any expec- May I | 
| tation of comfortable Sealing by it. hy Ch: 
' 8. And that the whole work bothMhis ſh 
. preparatory and partaking may be theqave ſo, 
more hopeful, humbly ſeek of Godfind ye 
|: ſome livelineſs of ſoul ; for a deadfonfirm 
i dull frame of heart is not only molly gathe: 
— to a life ſealing work, bulfetter; 
e 


\ 


( 149) 
nownay make you fit up by the way when Þ{}} 
curyou were near your comfort, and 
allofmake you return doubting as you 
lealſeame : Men would think it a ſtrange } 
hav@ght to ſee a man when he had been 
n offlng waiting for a Kings Sealing to 
andiim a good Charter; if when the time 
s fofcomes that the King has appinted for | 
havgit, the man is found little better then 
manJplleep, as not concerned whether the 
nade King Seal it or not; this would be ſo | 
thetrange, that it ſhall hardly be found | 
J foquith men in their wits ; but on the 
nanyÞEntrary, when a temporal Inheri- | 
ſeri- unce is to be ſecured, all that is in 
whatthe man is aloft : O will the King do 
Yingſt this day ? Shall I never have ano-—- 
1 thather day to doubt it ? Is he come to 
ande place appointed? May I ſee him? Jy 
xpecÞlay I ſee his Hand at the Seal? Is it 
it. ny Charter indeed that he is Sealing? 
bothſſhis ſhould make us aſhamed who MR 
e theqave ſo great an Inheritance to ſecure, 
Godnd yet in the very time to have it 
deadfonfirmed, then to have our thoughts 
molly gathering from other things we lore 
, butter ; doubtleſs the moſt united and 
—_— —-- et lwely 
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lively elevation is too little for ſuch afhe has 
prize as ſhould be then in our eye: Ithat yo 
do not ſay a Believer ſhould give oveqrou wi 
his deſign for aſſurance, when he fhindJpoing 
eth not a due flowing of affections, andqrt no 
that degree of livelineſs he ſhould have make y 
for the moſt ſincere and truly lively ſſevere 
are hardly ever fatisfied with thefſealing 
meaſure of it ; but that which is conq other | 
demned is an unconcerned ſecure diſÞConfide 
poſition, as altogether unbecoming ſq;deluſior 
bleſſed a work; and that which is tofround- 
| be humbly ſought of God is the helpfonfide! 
of his countenance, for reviving hig When 
| own graces, that thoſe Spices of higheen ab 
may caſt forth a fragrant ſmell, foro belie 
8 they will be then beſt diſcerned, andjmploye 
very ſeaſonable when the King ſittethſoſe not 
at his Table, Cant. x. 12. And whence n. 
vou are thus in ſome meafure prepa· ubtin 
red, as the Lord giveth opportunity mart fo 
come cheerfully tothe Lords Table, thaqpened 
| you may get your eternal ſalvation ſealureaſoi 
ed; and that you may find it fo, andflſcoura 
not be deluded: Firſt labour to hav@how nc 
|| your believing in Chriſt clear, thaFeen ſo 
you have ſincerely accepted of — ey do 
1 


— 2 - 
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61810 | | | 
ch Abe has offered himſelf in the Goſpel ; || 
: Ichat your Conſcience may not diſquiet 
vervou with the fear, that tho' thou art 
ndJfoing to the Lords Table, yet thou 
andirt no Believer ; this fear may either 
aveJmake you ſtop, or go forward with a 
ely ſevere check in your Breaſts ; for the 
theſbealing you are ſeeking belongs to no 
confpther but true Believers, Eph. 1. 13. 
 dilJConfidence without believing is meer 
ig ſqqdeluſion; but ſound believing is ſure 
s tofground-work for bearing up ſtrong | 
helpronfidencde. [| 
hig When you cannot deny but you have |}: 
f higdeen about this ſpecial work of God - 
, foro believe, Fob. 6. 29. and ſincerely | 


% 
„ - „ 
— 


and: cog in receiving of Chriſt, then 
ttethole not what is wrought, 2 Fob. 8, 
vhenuice no gained ground by irrational Þ 


repagſoubting, which many are made to 
nityMart for, after once a flood- gate is 
, thaſhpened for tumultuous confuſed and 
\ſealSareafonable thoughts, which prove | 
, andiſcouraging, when many times they | 
hav@now not for what; only ſome have 
| thafſeen ſo habituated with fears, that 
im Fey do not think themſelves in their 

hi own 
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. 

own element when they are out ofing of 
them; and way being given to thengcret cc 
ſo unſeaſonably, they Fon fall intqprtable 
diſorder, it being eaſie to ſlide intqſhat the. 
their old byaſs; and then they argxal of 
ready to ſay , it's not good to be toq;eer m 
confident, mourning is fitter for m@ their 
than joy, it becomes me to be morÞ every 
humble than ſeeking fo great a comfult what 
fort as aſſurance, it would ill becomqturn w 
me; therefore let them feek it whelion of 
will, I will let it alone; thus Sata That t 
transformed, into an Angel of light, but 
takes his advantage, crying up feaſ a gooc 
and doubts, as better Religion, anq;e tend: 
more humble like than certainty of Conſic 
Salvation; only to keep poor ſouls iff his ap; 
bondage, that if he can they may neqeakeſt | 
ver taſte of the liberty of the Chilhs offer, 
dren of God, hating their ſerving os word, 
God with gladneſs. Make confſcienc@me to 
therefore of guarding againſt ſuchfers his 
temptations, leſt after you have beeÞthing t 
in a fair way for a ſealed intereſt iſd a Cu 
Chriſt and Heaven, your hope be nip offer 
off in the bud; for ſome Chriſtianere tn 
when they have come out in the moiſſter: fe 
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- offing of a Communion day from their 
1enfſ:cret converſe with God, with com- 
intqprtable expectations of a good day, 
intqhat they ſhould return home with the 
arzal of God upon their hearts, yet by; 
toqpeer miſmanagement, and expoſing 
mf their hearts, as the High-way ſide, 
nor; every comer and goer, not holding 
comfilt what they had received, Rev. 3.3. 
-omSturn with ſorrow of heart, and con- 
wheilion of face. 
fatard That thy hope may not be ſo cruſh- 
ightÞ), but as thou once thougnt to come 
fea a good day, fo thou mayſt through 
, ang tender mercy of God yet find it. 
ty of Conſider chat Chriſt will be preſent 
uls iſ his appointed work, ready for the 
y neqgcakeſt Believer that comes to take 
Chilys offer, he will be true in keeping 
ng os word, he will not require youu to 
ziencÞme to his Ordinance, wherein ne 
ſuchfers his body and Blood, and then 
> beeÞthing to be had but a piece of Bread, 
reſt id a Cup of Wine, he will be true to 
be nich offer, he will be there himſelf, 
riſtian tere there are any to embrace his 
e morſſer : ſee that ye ſtand true, and be 
ready 
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and better manner in his everlaſti 
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ready to embrace the offer, and thy, foe 
meeting will hold, this is 
If thy Faith be ready,thou ſhalt no firmly 
only meet with him (which all thy}; 7 
pains is not worthy to be com pareqof bei: 
to) but becauſe of thy weaknels ang , 
ſlownels to believe, thou may ell expeqgeſiey 
to meet him and a Seal in his handſieve t. 
requiring thee to take it; and juſt q; nou- 
ye meet him, even ſo take him altq if & 
gether, take theſe pledges and t 3. Bec 
| whole Sacrament as his Seal, that iever, 
and you ſhal meet together in anothchelieve 
heiſt 
Kingdom. oured 
And when you come to partake ſuſt no. 
the Lords Table, conſider, 1. Tippen fe 
great advantage and comfort of a ſeqelp of 
| ed intereſt in Chriſt, and that now nlarge 
the time to obtain it by his own abhefs as 
pointment, Chriſt offering himſelf, ahread: 
his pledge to confirm it. [4 Le 
2. Take care to put your Seal ſonſide 
the truth of his offer, Joh. 3. 33. Rent in 
believing that he doth really, and q; he gi 
this preſent offer himſelf to thee a life Pt 
lieving Communicant, and his pledfiruri 


: * h 


nn. — 


Y* Pp 1 5 
to ſecure it» when he ſaith, Take, eat, 
this is my Body, 1 Fob. 5.10. Truſt this 
t nof firmly, as ye would not think of making 


| thfhim a liar, and diſappoint your ſelves 


Pareſof being Sealed. 
5 an 


2X ped 
hand 


3. Conſider with thy ſelf, if I be a 


Welf & his Seal belongs to me, 1 Cor. 3. 
ti z. Becauſe the offer is made to the be- 
Miever, not to the ſtrong and eminent 
Mpeliever only, but to all that receive 
hriſt himſelf; which I have endea- 
oured before this, and am labouring 
ake Fiſt now to do, that my heart may be 
1. 1 pen for him, and am reſolved by the 
| a lea elp of his grace to perform, with as 
NOW Enlarged a heart, and as great diſtinct- 
In iheſs as I can, when I take that Sacred 
ell, Bread and Wine now before me, 

4. Let the believing Communicant 


Seal onſider, I muſt now take the Sacra- 


33. Rent intirely, Chriſt and the pledge 


and j; he gives it for confirmation; other- U 


EC à ſqpiſe I take it not according to the 


s plec ſticution, but divides the Sacrament, | 
"PM 


Belieyer ( as I hope I am made to be- 
. lieve through grace) then that which 
Je" Jis now offered is all mine, Chriſt him- 
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6 
at leaſt in my heart, and ſo ſhall Com- | _ 
municat ignorantly and ſiufully, i 
together with receiving of Chriſt 
himſelf, I ſhall be found giving nc 
credit to his Seal : this manner of re 
ceiving Chriſt by a Sacramental Sea 
of kis own appointment is much to be 
regarded ; for it's more than mee 
receiving of Chriſt ( which may be 
performed, and is performed at other V He 
times than at the Communion- Table Nord. 
becauſe this Sacramental receiving off P 2 i 
him is with a preſent pledge, to certifiq 
that himſelf and his purchaſe are ourg,. ,. 
and ic's on this very account that &,.-. te 
Sacrament is called a Seal; and there, v 
fore may the believing Communicant 1 
now ſay, by his grace will give crediſiith ſte 
to his pledge; ſeing he maketh mg. 1 
receive himſelf: and for the truth om my 
my receiving of him, I am willing me in 
humbly to appeal to himſelf, as the; - 
Aearcher of hearts, P/al 139. 23. be you v 
| ing conten: he ſearch my ingenuity}. 1 p 
( tho' I confeſs much weakneſs) Fo 48, cx 
| 27.6. yet my heart ſhall not 0 Jt 
proach me for diflimulation; for ” ti 
| | Orc 


ave a 
ind I 
his Br 
e con 
le in 
nies h. 
olve n. 
neaſur 
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Lords help, I am juſt now content 
om nd deſirous of bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt to 


5 1 
hriſt 
ne 
fre 


ave and rule me as my Lord for ever; 
ind I do che rather cheerfully take 
his Bread and this Cup, expecting to 
e confirmed that he will come and 
Sealſyle in me, and ſubdue whatever Ene- 
to be ies he hathin my Soul, and fo I re- 
meÞlve ncw to take him, finding in ſome 
LY Dieaſure he has opened the door of 
other y Heart, he will be as good as his 
able 'ord, the King of Glory will come 
ag on, P/al. 24.7. When the Lord bring- 
ertifie h a Communicant to this, the Mini- 
Oursger would not need to call again and 
that ain to come to his Table, for ſuch 
theref man will be longing for it, hopin 

ucayr an Eye to fee a crucified Chriſt 
Crediqith ſtretched out Arms for him; and 
th MS: an Ear to hear him, ſaying, here 
uth fm my ſelf, take, eat, and 1 will 


villing me in to thy foul with the Bread, 


as is is my expectation, and ſo ſoon 
you will let me have it, hoping it 
nun! ould prove Bread cf Life to me, Fob 
b J. 48, Fl. == 

And 
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Chriſtians obſerving, that tho' the 
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And when you are receiving, La- 
bour to apply perſonally that bleſſed; 
word ( Broken for you,) and that thou. 
mayeſt comfortably apply it, look ug 
and depend for thy inward Sealing; 
that the Lord would ſpeak it to th 
Heart, it was ( broken for thee) fo 
no accuracy on thy part, no Hang, 
but his own cen make it aSeal to theef,,.. * 
and therefore acknowledge it, thahhriſt! 
he may ſtill bear the glory: yet flac 
not that which is thy part ; but whe! 
thou art making uſe of that conſecr 
ted Bread and Wine, Let thy Hea 
fay to blefi2d Jeſus Chriſt, I now ta 
Thee and this thy Pledge, that the 
art mine and [I thine for ever. 
Let it be remarked, that fo 


lis the 
h the! 
t ſay 
It wit 
ar of x 


id to 


efear 
have communicated often, and mad. . y 


conſcience of ſome Preparation, 5 no a 
were never aſſured of Salvation, y& com. 
when they aroſe from the LordsTaby, after 
ſometimes revived and ſtrengthnedÞ, wor 
their Souls; yet could not fay t port « 
they left the Lords Table ſealed Beiſ ho 
vers; but Doubts ſpeedily return! 
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La hereupon they found themſelves obs 
ileFzed to conſider the matter more ex- 
thoultly ; and underſtanding the Lords 
kk Vſpper to be a Sealing Ordinance, 
l1NSFieved to find no comfortable Seal- 
> thike by it; and upon diligent trial of 

Ofeir manner of communicating hi- 
HarGerto, could not deny but that they 
thechere ſeriouſly concerned to receive 
» aÞkriſt himſelf when they did partake; 
t fachis they can remember, and it yield- 
nein them ſome eaſe, that they cannot 
ifecraÞe ſay they deale falſly with Chriſt, 

At withall muft confeſs, that their 
w tar of prophaning theOcdinance was 


© UG great, that they in a manner for- 
t to ſeek any aſſurance by it, being 


t, ſomad to get through the work without 
0 ehche fear of eating and drinking un wor- 

magily : yet now they come to conſider 
on, Ns no wonder they got no aſſurance 
dn, J communicating, for they ſought 
qs Tabpt after it, that comforting part of 
hned e work being neglected, and the 


ay ihpport of Gods Seal not conſidered, 


ed Be how itſhould be improved for aſſu- 
turmince : fo that now they fear the ne- 
ereupe | 3 


„*** 
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glect of this appointed mean for aſſufꝰvity, 
rance of their Salvation, hath provobdpn in t 
ed God to let them remain in doubthined 
upon ſuch conſiderations, ſome (being 
now to ught of God to ſtand in awe e9Nour 
ther of neglecting or doubting hisSea 
have re o v'd both before they ar 
proach the Lords Table again, a 


wvybile at it, to endeavour the improve the 


ment of this Ordinance more diſtinqhin in 
ly as a Seal, that together with receÞMprov 
ving of Chriſt himſelt, they mięlpeing u 
find themſelves ſealed to the day @akes 1 


Redemption: and theſe their endeÞer th 
vours have been bleſſed with very ge in 
markable effects, of a more ſolid, ſqindin 


ritual and comfortable peace than evgſet a li 
they had before, in ſo much that rormer 
membring the time and certainty Hat ot 
their being ſealed, remained theſmall le 
comfort in many dark and atfflictiſher Ce 
Hours afterward z and for their ede of a 
couragement, thatthey might knoghe Lo 
they were not deluded, the Lord gan anc 
them his Grace helping them in ſonflable, 
meaſure to live ſutable to the ir confhich 
fort, ſo that it did not W ino Goc 

| 1 


\ 
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| ity, but rather more circumſpecti- 
- n in their walk than before they ob- 
dubt Rined that comfort: thus it pleaſed 
beine Lord to countenance theſe who 
onour his Inſtitutions, particularly 
is Seal. 5 

y afl This alſo may be remarked, that 


v the inward ſealing, which ſome ob- 
Min in the conſcientious and believing 
receÞmprovement of the external Seal, their 
jelheing unacquainted with this comfort, 
Hakes many the leſs concerned whe- 
her they communicate or not, and ſo 
in danger to neglect the whole, 


et a little further in this work than 
inty hat others are now in, who think it 
| the 
Mictiſher Communion Table: but you will 
eir ee of another mind wk en it {|.al pleaſe 
- knofthe Lord to give you that confirmati- 
rd gapn and comfort by partaking at his 
in {onfſable, which ſome have ſound. for 
ir colfrhich while they live they are obliged 
rat into God that ever he appointed that 

levig - H Sacrament, 


all loſs if they ſhould never ſee ano. 
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y Communicants being ſtrangers 


ding no comfort by it: Go then | 


rmerly, leſt you fall into this Snare 
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Sacrament,and glad that ever he men 
tioned often eating of that Bread, 

Before I conclude this Subject, le 
me deſire your remembrance of the k 
ſew particulars. 3 re 

Firſt, To take care you be fixed i A7 
your Minds as to the object of yo ty " 

aich, Jeb.8.24. the great Truths con. tr 
cerning Heaven and Hell; pray fc 1 
this, and remark the goodneſs of Gal - 
to us naturally Infidels, how concert Vr 
ned he is taat we doubt not the pre 
Truths revealed to us by his declarin 
promiſing, ſwearing, giving Seals bo 


rea 
the 
whic 


LIC; 1 
f/ of 
onabl 


external and internal, and fulfillit 9 ( 
Predictions and Promiſes ſo convinſ * 
ingly by publick & privat experience 1 
This his great condeſcer ſion is in conf, __ © .* 
28 to poor Sinner, that we n 8 0 

fully perſwaded of revealed erudh, > 


yet-it will be found that few are lo _ ye 
oppreſſed with doubts of their off, Our 


Salvation, but ſome doubting of 32 
truth it {6lf ſtrongly influenceth n — 


theſe Doubts: I ſhall not ask paid 
for mentioning this again, havi hich e 
hinted at it before, becauſe 1 fir df 1 
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Is great obſtruction of true Aſſurance is 
4 the [Roots of Atheiſm and Infidelity, 
* which are too ſeldom minded, I have 
Jknown ſome eminent for Piety and 
edi Learning, yet when Death drew near 
10 (in my hearing) ſaid, that the great - 
= eſt trouble they had about their Salva- 
ay K. tion, was, firmly to believe the truth 
t Ge of the object of Faith, and many others 
"cert * in the ſame diſtreſs: would 
od it were given to mind the neceſ* 
1 2. efablin ent in the truth ſea- 

11s bo L * , | 
aid 2, Conſider that ye cannot have 4 
— zely comfortable life in this World, 
= Pithout leſs or more of a perſwaſion 
—_ be well hereafter;if you have peace 
—- ere is ſtill ground to ſuſpect its not 
3 er Gods giving, not knowing how 
are ln your Peace may be turned into 
4 rrour; its really aſtoniſhing to think 
gh ow many ſerious like Chriſtians, live 
** ut their time in ſo much peace, ænow]-- 
** g nothing where their abode ſhall 
auf for ever, nor at pains to know it, 
185 hich makes me fear that terrours 


_ 


BY 


( 
| 
} 


Fou may yet be in 45 great terrour 
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will attend the latter end of many in] “er, 
this Generation. I love 
3. Lou cannot neglect this without lepara 
Sin and Guile, the Lord fo expreſly hene 
requiring diligence on this account ; 6. 4 
yourConſcience will ſay its unaccoun- fort of 


table, and juſt with God that ye ne- Conſc 
fin unt 


——U—— A 


| Ghoſt. | been C 


4. Mind Ecernity more frequent! lent kt 
and ſeriouſly that you — mul 2 


endure it ſomewhere; how good wereſ "22 Y 


it to mind it as if we were juſt now to] our . 


4.6. and think where can we expedſ ert, ye 


to be, and on what ground do we look ed will 
ſor a Heaven more than a Hell. up for 

. Some of you are called in a ſpej 7: A 
cial manner to remember the time 20 
that have gone over you, what feaufg are ef) 
and terrours of wrath you have foundiit It 2 
when terrours were like to cut you of liberacl! 
remember how ye ſunk under thely.”© has f 
Wares, conſider that tho' you be nou” 99th « 


delivered from theſe Fears, yet thi and if t 


| caſe 1s) 
being d 
3 


Clouds may return after the Rain, ar 
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. 
in lever, if ye get no perſwaſion of the 
love of God, ſuch as you cannot be 
5 {eparate from, blow the Storm from 
Ny | WhePce it will. f 
* As ye would partake of the com- 
an | fort of the Holy Ghoſt, take care your 
>| Conſcience be not burdened by any 
oly[112 unrepented of, that it may be hath 
been committed of old,or by any pre- 
ſent known Sin indulged, for God is 
muſt] thereby provocked to keep comfort 
verel from you, while ye take comfort in 
Jyour Sin, and thereby your Conſci- 
Vinlence can bear no Witneſs for your com- 
pecll ſort, yea the Conſcience thus burdens 
* ed will ſo damp tliat ye dare not look 
up for comfort. 3 
ſped 7. And that your own Conſcienc: 


2 ware eſpecially ot ſinning againſt light, 


ntly 


2 bberatly and of choiſe, againſt which 


Thefdh< has preſent clear light from God; 


it doth deeply wound the Conſcience, 


ng Jand if the Wound ſmart not, the mans 


n Maſe is yet worſe, for the Conſcience 
443 4 


— being diſcouraged 4 its work is often 
en 


— 
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may not obſtruct your Aſſurance, be- 


for if a man ſhall commit that Sin de- 


4 


| 
| 
1 
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ſtruck dead, 1 Tim. 4. 2. yea Conſci- 
ence-being God's Deputy in the Soul, 
and thus treated and affronted, it is 
a juſt Judgment from God to let it 
ſleep and do the man no Service, let- 
ting him ſin at libertie, until by the 
ſame juſt Judgment of God it be awa- 
kened to his terrour. . 

8. Obſerve carefully what victory 
ye get over particular Sins, eſpecially 
thoſe by which ye have been moſt over- 
come,and has been to you as the right 
Eye and the right Hand, thoſe Sins 
that has ke ſtrength in yourSouls, 
under all Means, Helps and Engage- 
| ments againſt them; for if ye be not 
belped in the mortifying of Sin, (tho 
the extirpation be not yet) you will 
not be able to think that God loves 
vou, or that you have the favour of 

his choſen, if he help you not againſt 
our fins : Some fearers of God, who 
ave been brought a great length to- 
ward ſolid yr te, by manifold 
Teftimonies of Gods regard to their 
Souls, yet are ſo grieved and diſcou- 
raged forthe warmſide that they think 
"I - . i ; pos yet 
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Cl- | yet remains toward ſome Sins, that 
ul, | the comfortable bloſſoms of their Aſ- 
IS f ſurance fall down before they come 


it ¶ to ripe Fruit, as not able to ſtand be- 
et- fore the grief and ſenſe of prevailing 
he | Iniquities, ſtill thinking if God loved 


Va= them, he would not leave them fo 

helpleſs under their Sin. 23 
dry 9. And therefore be no leſs bat mare 
ly [earneſt for ſanctifying Grace, than for 
er-{Afſurance it ſeif, and that not only 
ght in the time when ye are labouring for 


ins Aſſurance, but at all times; never ex - 
uls, mp true Aſſurance without labouring 


ge- ſor a cleanſed Soul, for you ſhall never 


not find it in an unclean Puddle ; and 


tho the faireſt day for raiſing it, is upon 
will che greateſt ruines of Sin; it's not 


WElwhen Sin is delighted in, but when 
Cr OM Liquities are caſt away, Ezek. 18. 30. 
unt that the Believer may beſt know Ini | 


hof auiry ſhall not be bis ruine ; then ſhall 


to- Ihe be beſt able to ſay, my Heart 
fold] was uprig bs before bim when he kept 


heir] himſelf from bis Iniquity, Pſal. 18.23. 


Sou- 10. Not only take care to be morti- 
biok fying Sin, but you who deſire Aſſu- 
yet rance 
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rance ofHe ven, lobour tobe more like Jus, It 
it, frequent it much, correſpond dai - ted wi 
ly wich it, be not Strangers to it while tion c 
ou are here, leſt you be ſtrangers to hardly 
it for ever: How ſweet is it to hear ſſome « 
the Lord by his Word calling ſome Igularit 
heavenly, while yet on Earth, Cor. 15, Hy poc 
58. As is the beavenly ſuch are they who uo exp 
are heavenly, The ſpiritually minded II do nc 
man he calleth heavenly, though not [there is 
in Heaven: but all thoſe Heaven- [conver 
born heavenly-minded perſons can ew, h. 
have no other Habitation but Heaven [{iſcern: 
it ſelf, for which they were made fern it 
* heavenly : and as the Lord is pleaſed fre not 
to call them heavenly, ſo ſome of he frui 
| themſelves declare that their converſa- ranch 
| view was in Heaven, Phil, 3. 20. and fed be tl 


= that is it which makes them fo hea- ft whor 


venly. I confeſs that moſt of us in this|aÞ:< C| 
Age may be aſbamed, and ſome are pn is in 


| ſtill aſhamed when they hear or readfPPears 

of chat Converſation in Heaven, Phil. at Co 

20. there is ſo little of it appearingſhe) be 

| in the World, where is the man thatfre ſo fa 

| dare now ſay his Converſation is infants of 

Heaven? as others have done before}? it, le: 
| = 
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ke Jus, I think we are now ſo unacquain- 


ai ted with it, that if ſuch a Converſa- 
ile tion come in our view, many of us 
to hardly underſtand it, but take it for 
ſome other thing either contriv'd ſin- 
gularity, needleſs preciſeneſs, or vain 
Hy pocritical Oſtentation,; having 


ded L do not for all this, either ſay that 
not [there is none among us who have their 
en- [Converſation in Heaven 3 but how 
can ffew, how very few, upon whom it is 
ven (diſcernable; and how few able todif- 
ade tern it where it is? [[a. 17. 6. There 
:fed fre not wanting ſtil] a few Berries on 
of he fruitful Branches, it's the fruitful 
va. Branch indeed that bears them; bleſ- 
and led be the Lord that there are yet any 


hea. f whom it may be ſaid with warran- 


this able Charity, that their Converſati- 
are bn is in Heaven, in whom nothing 
readÞppears but what is conſiſtent with 
Phil, Hat Converſation ; and many may 
ringÞhcy be to be a Convidtion to us who 
thathre ſo far from it. Now all ye Expe- 


is infants of Heaven, lift up your Hearts 


foreſ® it, learn to dwell on bigh, Iſa. 3 3. 16. 
us, H 5 where 
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where your Life, your Help, your 
beſt Friends, your Treaſure, and your 
eternal Habitation is ; converſe there, 
and ye (hall become more like it, let 


| own Mouth you may expect your 
Treaſure there alſo, Aatth. 6.21, 


your Heart be there, and from Chriſt 


ciful, b 
table, o 


we ma) 
Jus alon 


Anſu 
ted, w. 


nie bre: 
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CHAP. VIII. 
ObjeTions Anſwered. 


His comfortable Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation, requiring diligence; is | 


Objected againſt by manie, eſpeciallie | 


by the Negligent : 

Firſ#, Some ſay I am ſatisfied as to 
my hope of Heaven,and therefore you 
necd not trouble your ſelves about my 
Aſſurance, I muſt ſtand or fall to my 
own Mafter, I know my ſelf 4 
than any of you do, and God is mer- 
ciful, but you Miniſters are unchari- 


ted, were it not ſo apparent that ma- 


nie breath their Souls into Hell wich 


table ,officiouſliegiving us trouble when | 


[we may be at quiet if you would let 
jus alone. 


Anſw. This deſire were eaſie gran | 1 
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vain confidence of Heaven, all the 
way to the Pit: and when you are 
once in it, there is no more ſpeaking 
to you, there is then a Gulf fixed be- hriſ 
tween you and anie comfort; then youſtime, 
who thought Miniſters officious forfwhict 
troubling you with the fear of Hell, riſe f 
will be readie to curſe them for not hreate 
warning you more freelie & frequent- . 29. 
lie; therefore, far better for them toſhat y 
| be hated by you for faithfulneſs toſured. 
| your Souls, ( if ye will beſo wicked) frord 
than to hear you ſaying when you arefou h 
entering your Torments ; wo to theefe brit 
my Miniſter, who mighteſt have beenſtied a 
an inſtrument to ſave me from this, fot ſo: 
but thou unworthilie waſt more con- heir F 
cerned for my diſpleaſure than to pre: re of 
vent my torment for ever : I ſee notfire y. 
dut thou ſhouldſt go where I go, fincefour ſ⸗ 
ie was thy office to give me faithfulh tim. 
Warning, and then didſt it not: yeth we 
now when the Miniſter knowing theſwn C 
berrour of the Lord, would perſwadeble to 


hy 01 
gain! 
ne in 


idee to flee from the wrath to come, ſccuſa 
hou ſayeſt he is but officious to troupe ſha 
for thou art ſatisfied : thing v 


142 | 
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the hy own mind : this hatred and heat 
1 areſheainft theſe who give warning, puts 
king ne in mind of the Devils quarrelling 
d be-(Chriſt for cormenting them before the 
: youſtime, your quarrel is too like theirs, 
s for ſrhich you ſhould mind, left it ſhould 
Hell, kriſe from the ſame ſpirit for whom 
r notÞreater Torments are prepared, Matib. 
uent- . 29. But with what face can you ſay, 
m toſthat you are ſatisfied, and yet not aſ- 
s tofſured, nay, when ye have not one 
:ked ) Ford from God for your confidence;if 
qu areFfou have it then, our requeſt is that 
o theefe bring it to the Light, that it may be 
> beenfried and proved to be of God: did 
1 this, hot ſome men on Earth ſay, God was 
con- heir Father, to whom Chriſt ſaid, you 
o preeſre of your Father the Devil, Fob.8.44. 1 
e notfire you not convinced that it were 
ſinceſour ſafeſt way to bring this to trial 
zithfulſ time: and what is it but your ſafe- 
: yeth we are ſeeking, and to exoner our 
ng theſyn Conſciences; we will not be 
ſwadeþle to ſtand in Judgment againſt your 
come, ſecuſations, if fearing your diſpleaſure 
trou- e ſhall betray your ſou's, this will 
ed infing wo both upon you & our ſelves: 
thy] xy but 
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but if you will go to the Pit, we harꝗ ſude 
no mind to go with you: O deceived AE 
Souls, pleaſe not your ſelves with youf of Ch 
pleaſant Dreams of Heaven, for you 
may be carried ſtraight from them tq 
the Pit, Cry not Peace, peace to yo 
ſelves when ſudden Deſtruction ma 
be at hand. I have ſpoken with ſome 
when a dying, whom I did well kno 
do live a very vicious Life, and there the 
fore minded them of their Danger“ = 
and to be more concerned for thei Fram 
future State; who gave me this ve _ 
Anſwer, I am fatished with my ow 
Way, you would have us all to De 
air; this I denyed, for I was fa 
Hom wiſhing any Soul to Deſpairh, “. 
knowing it to be a Sin; but ſaid thy 1 t 
man, it's fit for a Chriſtian to dig" .* 
without Fear, and to die with Mettal ved: 
and fo far as could be diſcerned, beinfßumen 
* inconcerned for Sin, Death and Judg i S 
ment, . breathed out his Soul into and ge a5 
ther World. ww 
24. Objeck. When ſome Chriſtiat 3 
| hear that there are but few aſſured qu. 
| Heaven, and thole few far above theif Sen 
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appea 
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umili 
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+ reach in Religion, are ready to con- 
. clude, that it's in vain for them to 


7 


-M iq courſe to Heaven, than to have them 


* all filled with full aſſurance, which 


mal appears to them to be the very ripeſt 


* fore the perfect Harveſt, which ſuch 

FNC] they may not aſpire unto. 

e 4n{. This Objection hath ſome ſhew 
—"— humility, but that is all; for true 


Ve 12 N . 
« owihumility never hurt a mans foul as this 


aorant pretence: for, 
1. If a man ſhould reaſon thus, I 


Fed, therefore I need not expect tobe 
4 q ved: Can you think this a ſafe Ar- 

bein ument to forbear means for your 
f Judy wn Salvation? The caſe is much a- 
0 and as to the Argument you make uſe 
pf; whereas its more rational to ar- 
-iſtianÞ"© thus, I hear that but a few will 
red ſaved, therefore I muſt be the more 


e the liligent to be of that few : and fo in 
teac | this 


expect it, they being of the weakeſt 
Y0UJof Chriſtians, and therefore muſt be 
og content with lower Sails in their 


ſomd of the firſt fi uits found in this life, be- 


4 chabear they are but few that will be a- 
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doth, and is nothing really but an ig- 
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this caſe here, I —— few are aſſured ſthat y 
of Heaven, therefore I muſt be at the but d 
more pains that I may be found a- Believ 
mong thoſe few. ſeerenc 
2. If weakneſs be your Argument, ſeterna 
that therefore you will give up with he are 
all thoughts of aſſurance, then it ap. yet de 


pears you reſolve to be ſtill among ſit eaſt 


the weak, and never ſtronger; ſo |Chriſti 
making your weakneſs always a pre- fherefc 


+ tence for your negligence : Its too ther de 


remarkable, that when fome Chriſti- Believe 
ans are exhorted to that which they he kno 
fear will be hard work, then they are ſe kne 
content to be Claſſed among the weak, ſet ye 
who yet are very unwilling to be re- n Chr 


puted weak by others: diligence for ſſe are 
P 


aſſurance is ſpiritual hard work, re- pf this, 
quiring the ripping up of old ſores, fire ſee. 
and preſent beloved fins ; and there-ſgainſt 
fore many judge ic better to ſleep onfher y 
with caſe as long as they can, with thisÞving ; 
plaufible humble like pretence, thatfnce o 


| they are but weak, and therefore muſtſort of 
not preſume fo * as aſſurance; thisÞvho w 


is found to be the deluſion of many. Jo you 
But 34h, - You ſay its moſt * ad wl 
3 | that 
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ired that you are but very weak Believers; 
the but do you know that you are true 
d a- Believers, tho' weak ? For your indif- 

[ferency and coldneſs for ſecuring your 
ent, {eternal ſtate, is a ſhrewd token that 
with he are no Believers in ſincerity, but 
ap · Vet dead in your ſins ; only you think 


z0ng [it eaſier to judge your ſelves weak 


o (Chriſtians, than wholly dead. Let me 
pre · herefore ask you this Queſtion, whe- 
too her do you know that ye are true 
iſti- Pelievers, tho! weak, or for any thin 
they e know, are yet dead in your fins ? 
y are fe knew well that tho ye be weak, 
zeak, et ye are true Believers, even as Babes 
e re-· in Chriſt ; that is as much as ye know 
> forfeare in Chriſt ; and if ye be certain 
„re- f this, then ye have the aſſurance we 
ores, fre ſeeking after, why do ye debate 
here-fgainſt it? And if you know not whe- 
p onfher you be yet among the dead or 
1 this ing; why do you not make conſci- 
that nce of putting it to a triall : What 
muſt ſort of Chriſtians are you? What if he 
; thisſrho was never miſtaken of man, fay 
ny. ſo you whatever ye think your ſelves, 
rtainfnd what ever be the name thou haſt, 

that — dF 


— — 


eee, :-- 
yet ben art dread, Rev- 3. 1. Where isþy th 
yoar weak Chriſtian then? The danefarlie 
r of this ſhould excite thee rather toperſe. 
abour with all fpeed for ſome cer- Thriſ 
taintre that thou art not dead in thou 
ſms. | Onp 
. Whereas you ſay it were preÞaſt tl 
fumption for you to look ſo high agoot i: 
aſſurance: It ſeems you have forgogpea it 
that its commanded to give diligencþp un 
for it: can it be preſumption to obeganſt : 
Gods command? Nay rather you mapheaf ; 
call it preſumption to expect Heaveſrue fr 
at all, when you deliberatlie ſlight higure tl 
| command to make it ſure. 34. 
| F. But you ſtill think there is nothinghat nc 
yet found ſuitable to ſuch affuranceſor if 
for ſo far as ye can underſtend of iqur lat 
there is nothing out of Heaven like iqree to 
to be fullie perſwaded we ſhail bfherefo 
there, being the ripeſt of the firfaling 
fruits that came down to this eartſfothin, 
even full Ears of the Corn of Heave A.. 
which being broken and eiten, cannqbeying 
bat favour ſtronglie of the place_anfiiigen 
hand from whence they came: Aﬀftain 2 
this being granted, that ſome hafſÞ"e obli 


\\, "2 * OS 


- hor — Ts —— — — 4 1 


75 * 

re isþy theſe firſt fruits a rent Foaſt, and 
dan - xarlie Harveſt on earth, before the 
er toperfet Harveſts Yet if thou art in 
cer · Thriſt trulie, tho a Babe, and weak, 

i thyhow ſoon can he make the feeble 

Ong as David, Zecb. 12. 8. If thou 
 preÞaſt the Root of the matrer, that Live- 
gh agoot is never without the firſt Fruits; 
orgothea it ſelf is of them, and will ſpring 
oenceÞp unto everlaſting life; tho thou 
obe ſfanſt not diſcern ſuch full Ears in thy 
u ma$heaf as others, yet anie of the firſt 
[eaveriue fruits of Immanuels land will ſe- 
zht higure the poſſeſſion. 

34. Obj. It is confeſſed on all hands, 
othinghat none of us can affure our ſelves, 
rancer if the Spirit do not Seal us, then 
+ of ichur labour ſhall be in vain, for he is 
like igree to Seal or not Seal as he pleaſeth; 
hall bhere fore I need do nothing till his 
he firffealing time 3 of which time I know 
3 Cart jothing. | 
leave A/. This will be no excuſe for diſ 
cannqbeying the command of God, to give 
ice anJiligence for it; yea if we (hould never 
ne: Mttain aſſurance of Salvation, yet we 
ne has obliged to be diligent for it. 


2. If 


_ 8} —_—__ 
a. If you cannot be ſandiified ex- V 
eept the Spirit of Grace ſanctiſie you 
Vill you therefore give no diligence ta, 
be ſanctiſied, becauſe you know nol 
if ever the free Spirit of grace wil "WM 
GoRifie you? Therefore your labouy.: 
may be in vain : Sure you cannofe.n 
think this ſafe for your Souls, for. iqqg all 
would cut you out of means to be ho hole 
lie, and from earneſt applications tq;hat u 
the Spirit of Grace to make you holie never 
yet this reaſon that you bring againſh will 
uring for aſſurance, is the ſamggqu1jc 
A kind of rgument. | ) ſeal 
1 3. Conſider therefore that what l cann 
ever holie dutie the Lord commandput hi. 
us to perform, we ſhould depend offet hin 
the Spirit of Grace to get it perfornqyill n. 
ed; and particularlie for this, to gehould 
our calling and election made ſureſo aſſu 
for he ſealeth the Believer, and whatſcjenc 
ever he requireth, its rebellion in gh ſp; 
be. When our dutie is clear not to effanq hi 
* it, becauſe we know not if the Spiro; thi 
will help us; be the more aſhamed « 
| this ſtubbornneſs and rebellion, wheſ 
you hear the Lord ſaying, Pro. 1.2 
p | | T 
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I exch,,, you at my veproof, and I will — b. 
Jou my /pirit upon you ; and he WHY 
CE tq; ve the Holy Ghoſt to them that ark bim, 
' DOWLuk. 11. 13. Y 


4. It ſavotirgth ranklie of 


wil 4 
abouſpride of heart, when' we will of 60 
nnotneans for aſſurance, except we 
for iqdo all the work alone as if a man 
 NOYhould ſay, if I cannot do it without 
Ns tqmat uncertain help of the Spirit, I will 
holie never touch it, I will never mind it, 
gains will not ſo much as pray that God 
ſamqvould ſet me on the work: if he comes 5 
d ſeal and aſſure me, its well, if not, 
what} cannot help it; if I could do it with 
manqput him, I would, but ſeing I cannot, 
end Offiet him take the time when he will, 1 
rformqwill not be concerned: whereas thou 
to gFhouldſt be examining thy ſelf in order 
ſure fo aſſurance, and preparing thy Con- 
| whalfcience for the Spirits wineling with 
in Why ſpirit that thou art a Child of God 
0 eſſa d humblie beg and depend on him 
2 Spitiſor this his witneſſing and ſealing o 
med qhee, that himſelf may bear the glorie 
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